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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 


ACCOUNT OF MR. JOSHUA ROWLEY 
GILPIN. 


Ws: ought to apologise to our 
readers for not having sooner intro- 
duced to their notice a small work, 
which made its appearance upwards 
of three years ago, entitled * A Mo- 
nument of Parental Affection to a 
dear and only Son.’’ [ts author, the 
Rev. Joshua Gilpin, of Wrockwar- 
dine, in the county of Salop, dedi- 
cated the work to his. parishioners, 
for whose benefit it is chiefly design- 
ed. Theaffectionate intercourse sub- 
sistine between the pastor and his 
people reflects great credit on both. 
“ Almost six and twenty years ago,” 
Mr. G. observes, ** He who ceter- 
mines the bounds of our habitation 
saw good to appoint my lot among 
you. Since that time, many changes 
have taken place in several of your 
households. Husbands and wives, 
parents and children, brothers and 
sisters have been separated from each 
other by the stroke of death. And 
though I may have failed to afford 
you all the consolation I wished un- 
der such afflicting circumstances, yet 
lam persuaded that it is scarcely 
necessary for me ta say, that I have 
not beheld your distresses as an un- 
concerned spectator. After many 
years of extraordinary comfort, it has 
pleased God to visit my own house 
with one of the sorest afflictions that 
can befalla family. You, in your turn, 
have not only witnessed, but shared 
my sorrow : and I desire in this pub- 
lic manner to offer my sincere ac- 
knowledgments to every one of you 
for your sympathy, to many of you 
Christ. Observ. No. 118. 


for their friendly regard, and to one* 
among you for his very liberal and 
unwearled attentions, on this melan- 
choly occasion. God forbid that I 
should ever forget these instances of 
your kindness and gooudness.”’ 

We bring this work before our 
readers, not with the Intention of 
criticising it, but for the sole purpose 
of ministering totheir improvement. 
In our eyes, sorrow, and especially 
a parent’s sorrow, 1s too sacred to 
admit of our apply ing ordinary rules 
to the expressions which it prompts 3 
nor should we envy the state of that 
man’s mind, who, while a father’s 
tears were flowing for the death of 
a beloved child, could employ him- 
self in scrupulously weighing the 
import of the language in which his 
grief found vent. The whole account 
is too long for insertion in our pages. 
What we propose to do, is to give 
an abstract of it, which, while it, we 
trust, wili not prove uninteresting to 
our readers in general, may tend in 
a more especial manner tothe edifi- 
cation of such family circles as are 
not already well acquainted with the 
work itself. 


Joshua Rowley Gilpin was born on 
the 30th of January, 1788. It occur- 
red to his father and mother, that 
they were introduced, by this event, 
to a new and important charge, to 
which was attached a new and so- 
lemn responsibility They had ob- 
served, in many cases, the miserable 
effects of indiscretion in the manage- 
ment of families ; and they feared, 
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where so many failed, lest they 
should not be preserved trom miscar- 
riage. They derived comfort under 
these impressions, from this hope 
alone, that He who had bestowed a 
child upon them would furnish them 
with wisdom and grace to discharge 
the cuties attendant on their new 
relation. 

The season of infancy wasa season 
of health to him, and of enjoyment to 
his parents scarcely interrupted bya 
momentary apprehension. He shew- 
ed, from the earliest age, a remarka- 
bie mildness and patience of temper ; 
and as he grew up he continued to 
be much less subject to petulence or 
passion, and was accustomed to mect 
the little unavoidable vexations ol the 
world with much greater calmness 
than is usual in persons ol his age. 
Ai the age of three years and a haif, 
his chief amusement consisted in 
sketching figures upon a slate ; and 
he soon discovered an extraordinary 
degree of skill in this employment, 
and often surprised us with the bold- 
ness of his designs and the accuracy 
of hisexecution. Many little works 
of this kind, the productions of his 
fifth year, his mother still preserves, 
as proofs of his eariy ingenuity. As 
he grew up, however, it was found 
necessary to draw him off from this 
alluring pursuit, lest so sedentary an 
employment should injure his health. 
—About this time a dissected alpha- 
bet was placed before him, which 
did not fail to fix his attention. He 
was soon able to form orderly combi- 
nations of these characters, to which 
he was incited at first by a desire to 
furnish his drawings with titles. 
Afier a few months, he proceeded to 
compose short sentences, sometimes 
of a playful, sometimes of a devo- 
tional cast. Many of these effusions 
afforded proofs beth of a strong in- 
tellect and a tenacious memory, but 
especially of his having formeda hap- 
py acquaintance with divine things. 

Mr. Gilpin, baving leisure for the 
employment, judged it an indispen- 
sable duty to take upon himself the 
task of educating his son; and he 
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dweils with melancholy satisfaction 
on the recolieciion oi the many hours 
which he and Mrs. Gilpin passed in 
this delighttul employment. but 
even belore this period Mr. Gilpin 
had secretly devoted his son to his 
own holy proftession—not, however, 
Without a humble submission to the 
Divine Will. This hedid, not froma 
desire of seeing him advanced to any 
lucrative or dignified station in the 
church, but in the hope that he might 
usefully occupy some humble place 
in the sanctuary, where he might fill 
up his father’s lack of service. * He, 
however,” piously observes Mr. Gil- 
pin, ** who orders all things after the 
counsel of his own will, had other 
purposes concerning us. He gra- 
clously condescended, indeed, to ac- 
cept my solemn offering ; but instead 
of appointing my son to some labori- 
ous station in the church militant be- 
low, he suddenly removed him to the 
church triumphant above. W hat God 
hath done, it becomes me cerdially to 
approve ; but while [ humbly resign 
myselfto the Divine disposal, my re- 
signation is mixed with the lamenta- 
tions and tears of human weakness.” 

Young Gilpin was a most willing 
and attentive pupil ; and was always 
inclined rather to exceed than to fall 
short of his appointed task. He com- 
plained of no difliculties. He cons!- 
dered the little labours of every day 
as a reasonable service, and readily, 
on all occasions, submitted his will 
to that of his parents. On the other 
hand, his parents were anxious that 
his innocent pleasures should be 
abridged as little as possible ; and 
such were his aptness and assiduity 
that a small part of each day sufficed 
to ensure a more than ordinary pro- 
eress in bis puerile studies. Mr.Gil- 
pin takes occasion here to lament the 
ill-timed and harassing labours, and 
the cruel corrections, by which the 
sprightliest period of life is often 
embittered. In the case of his son; 
these were avoided: no instrument 
of chastisement was ever seen in his 
house ; nor had he occasion to direct 
to him a single expression of dis- 
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pleasure. Whatever he did, was 
done with ease; and his tasks seemed 
only to form a happy diversity in the 
mode of filling up his time. Mr. 
Gilpin gives some instances of this. 
Alter his son had become acquainted 
with the rudiments of the Latin lan- 
cuage, he persuaded his nurse—a 
worthy young woman, to whom he 
was greatly attached, and who attend- 
ed him from his cradle to his erave 
—io become his scholar. Ile leitno 
means untried to engage her atten- 
tion. He drew up tor her use an 
epitome of his grammar: to this he 
added a short vocabulary : and he al- 
ways had in his pocket slips of paper 
with some noun regularly declined, 
that he might be prepared for every 
opportunity that occurred, of im- 
proving his pupil. He afterwards 

pursued a similar plan in respect to 
Greek ; and in his chamber, at night, 
he usually made herrepeatthe Lord’s 
Prayerin Greek. More was effected 
in this way than would readily be 
credited, although it was nothing 
more than a playful kind of labour. 

Another instance was this :—After 
having made some progress in his 
other studies, a treatise on arithme- 
tic was laid before him. He eagerly 
took up the volume, and entered 
immediately on this new ground ; 
and so delighted was he with it, that 
he used to turn to it whenever he 
felt himself at a loss for amusement. 
In the short space of three weeks, he 
became so expert an arithmetician, 
that he considered the extraction of 
the square or cube root as a mere 
pastime. 

During this period, and for seve- 
ral years after, Mr. Gilpin was not 
only the preceptor but the play-fel- 
low of his son; and many a happy 
hour was passed in trundling hoops, 
flying kites, and other like exercises. 
At the same time they exerted no 
small degree of skill in constructing 
little machines and toys, of w hich 
the son was the great contriver. 
Several monuments of their joint 
dexterity in this way are still preserv- 

ed; but, adds Mr. Gilpin with all 
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a parent's tenderness, ‘* his bow lies 
unstrung; his printing-press is no 
longer employed ; his telegraph 
stands sull; and his yeomanry troop 
is called out no more.” 

Young Gilpin went regularly 
through those books which are used 
in the best public schools ; and what- 
ever he had once read, he seemed 
never to forget: so that his father was 
in the habit of referring to him for 
passages which he wished to recol- 
lect; and he seldom failed thus to 
find the passage he needed, whether 
it were in poets, historians, or di- 
vines. His accuracy, both in reading 
and composing, was very remarka- 
ble. Ile would never pass over a sen- 
tence until he understood its mean- 
ing, nor lay aside an author vefore 
he had formed an acquaintance with 
his style and sentiments. Employ- 
ment was the delight of his life. He 
had a soul athirst for knowledge. 
He had a pleasure in grappling with 
the little difficulties which met him 
in his course ; and he would even mo- 
destly decline help in solving them. 
It was never advisable to stimulate, 
butrather to restrain, his application. 
His love of order was no less sinru- 
lar than his diligence,—a disposition 
which continued gradually to acquire 
strength. He contrived, by a happy 
arrangemeni, to fill up the day with 
an agreeable variety of labours and 
recreations. A more regular or plea- 
sant life, perhaps never was witnes- 
sed: every period of it was marked 
by punctuality and composure, indus- 
try and ease, moderation and enjoy- 
ment. His understanding was clear 
and acute. He did not glide lightly 
over the surface of things. He de- 
lighted in those exercises of the 
mind which are usually considered 
as laborious, and in searching a sub- 
ject to the bottom ; and was much 
gratified by the prosecution of subtle 
and difficult investigations. 

His father, perceiving that from 
such materials a character of no or- 
cinary worth might be formed, was 
daily employed in considering how 
he might best promote that object. 
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His most anxious thoughts, however, 
related less to the literary than to the 
religious part of his son’s education. 
Though disposed highly to value 
scholastic acquisitions, he far prefer- 
red, before all the heights and depths 
of human learning, the fear of God 
and a humble sense of his favour. 
He was solicitous that his son should 
be qualified for his station in this 
world ; but still more solicitous to 
train him up as a candidate for hea- 
ven. He had some difficulty at first 
in determining how, or when, to be- 
gin this better part of education. 
But now, from an accurate review of 
his expericnee, he does not hesitate 
to assert that the tmportant work of 
religious instruction cannot be begun 
tou soon, nor conducted with too 
much simplicity and condescension. 
Among the ruics which he prescrib- 
ed to himself, and from which he 
Never saw reason to depart, were 
these: ** Not to burden his memory 
with long forms of prayer; not to 
depress his spirits by the exaction of 
rigorous observances, not to weary 
his attention by frequent and tedious 
discourses.’’ He began at the lowest 
round in the ladder of divine truth, 
and thence ascended to the sublimest 
truths of religion. * From the works 
of creation we went on to the won- 
ders of providence; from the good- 
ness of God, to the unworthiness of 
man; from the depravity of human 
nature, to the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus; from this transient 
state of being, to that eternal world in 
which imperfection and infelicity 
shall have no place.” In this work his 
mether greatly assisted : she knew 
how to deal with his gentle spirit, 
and could clevate his thoughts to 
God by the most familiar represen- 
tations ; and she was on tie watch 
for the most favourable opportunities 
of making serious impressions on his 
mind. 
his parents were crowned with more 
than ordinary success. Fle scemed 
to exhibit in his own character the 
purity and devotion of Samucl, united 
with the retiredness and temperance 


And these joint labours of 
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of the Baptist, and the docility and 


sweciness of Timothy. As his cha- 
racter unfolded itself, there began to 
grow upon his father an uneasy sus- 
picion that he was not formed for any 
long continuance in this world; but 
he did not suffer himsclf to induige 
the disheartening thought, but was 
enabled to make it the occasion of 
surrendering himself and his family 
anew Into the hands of their common 
lather. In the mean time, goodness 
and mercy followed them, and each 
succeeding day was a day of tranquil 
enjoyment; but the Sabbath pre- 
sented them with peculiar conso- 
lations. On that holy day, the return 
of which they hailed with undissem- 

led joy, they laid aside all employ- 
ments but such as tended to advance 
their preparation for the kingdom of 
God. Its various exercises had an 
exhilarating effect, as it enabled 
them more uninterruptedly to view 
the concerns of time in connection 
with those of eternity They looked 
backward with gratitudc, and forward 
with confidence ; took sweet counsel 
together, for the advanceinent of 
their bighest interests; and scarcely 
regarded themselves as inhabitants 
of thislower world. Some interest- 
ing passage of Scripture, or some 
select religious work, generally fur- 
nished the matter of their discourse ; 
and in their endeavours to obtain 
clearer and more exalted views of 
tue subject, their spirits were re- 
freshed and their hopes animated. 
They have often contemplated the 
city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God, the place ot 
their future enjoyment and final des- 
tination; and in the view of this 
eoodly object have renewed their 
vows of devotedness to God, until 
they have found it possible to speak 
of probable sufferings, and painful 
separations, with the utmost compo- 
sure. Many a joyful Sabbath did 
they thus spend together, especially 
during the latter years of their sons 
life. And now, when, on the return 
of these sacred seasons, they are dls 
posed to look with regret towards 
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his vacant place, they animate each 
other with the hope of shortly asso- 
ciating with him in the celebration 
of that eternal sabbath, of which 
they have enjoyea so many delight- 
ful anticipatlons. 

As his son grew up, Mr. Gilpin 
saw it expedient to make some aite- 
ration ip his plans ; for there appear- 
ed to be @ growing delicacy in his 


constitution, the effect probably of 


his sedentary habits. He reasoned 
with bim on the dangers of too close 
application, Invited him abroad, and 
sought toengage him in amusements 
that would draw him into the open 
air. His inclinations, however, car- 
ried him entirely to pursuits of a dit- 
ferent nature, and he could find little 
or no satisfaction in the usual recre- 
ations of youth. It now occurred to 
Mr. Gilpin, that by mixing with 
boys of his own age he might be in- 
duced to take a part in those active 
exercises which conduce to health : 
but this advantage involved the pain- 
fui condition of sending him from 
home, and Mr. Gilpin could not re- 
solve on surrendering him) wholly 
into other hands, conceiving that the 
society of his parents would power- 
fully tend to promote both bis im- 
provement and happiness. Wath 
these views, he endeavoured to se- 
cure the double advantage of a public 
and private education; and he re- 
moved his family to Newport, a 
neighbouring muarket-town, where 
there was a good grammar school, 
and from: which he might convenient- 
ly attend the duties of his church. 
Here youny Gilpin was introduced to 
anew scene 3; and great was his asto- 
Hishment to find among ihe boys so 
much idleness, irregularity, and ig- 
horance, where he had looked for in- 
dustry, order, and intelligence. In 
the head-master, the Rev. Mr. Scott, 
he found an attentive instructer and 
‘aniliar friend ; and Mr. Scott soon 
“iscovered his talents, and distin- 
Sushed him with marks of his es- 
teem, 

The exercises of the school he 
Performed with so much ease, that 
they required an attendance of only 
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five hours in the day ; the rest of his 
time he spent with his parents. The 
evening hours were entirely their 
own, and were employed either in 
exercise abroad, or in social enter- 
talnments at home. * Happy,” ob- 
serves Mr. Gilpin, ‘* were those 
evenings in their passage ; but they 
were rapid as they were happy, and 
granted only as short foretastes of 
more permanent cnjoyments to 
come, which shall be measured nei- 
ther by hours nor yet by ages.” 

Soon after his removal to New- 
port, young Gilpin found among his 
father’s bouks Ward’s Guide to the 
Mathematics, and on this volume he 
set no small value. About the same 
time he obtained much information 
from Bonnycastle’s Algebra. But of 
ull the authors he ever met with, Eu- 
clid afforded him the highest delight. 
In the company of Euclid he would 
willingly have spent his days and 
nights; and never was youth more 
entertained with a fairy tale, than he 
in solving some of the most difficult 
problems of this author. Algebra and 
geometry were among his most fa- 
vourite pursuits, and he acquired, 
even without the help of a master, a 
great proficiency in these sciences. 

Though he had many seniors at 
school, he speedily rose to the high- 
est seatin it. At the same time his 
affebiiity and gentleness made him 
acceptable to all hts school-fellows ; 
but tits habits and theirs were so dif- 
ferent, that he could form no very in- 
timate connection with any of them. 
During the vacations, which were 
long, Mr. Gilpin and his family re- 
turned to Wrockwardine ; a place 
most agreeable to them all, but pe- 
cullarly endeared to his son, as the 
place of his nativity ; where also he 
had spent the season of childhood. 
[very tree, and cottage, and hill in 
it were familiar to him, and were 
recognized by him on his return 
with delight. Beyond this retired 
village, the wishes neither of the 
son nor of his parents ever strayed. 
They looked tono worldly prospects 
beyond it, assured that no change 
could add to their happi 
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During his continuance at school, 
although he did not take more exer- 
cise than formerly, his heaith pro- 
gressively improved, and the ex- 
treme solicitude of his parents on 
this account began to abate. But 
while he was ripening for the sacred 
employment to which he had been 
devoted, his Heavenly Father was 
arranging things fora different issue. 
In the month of April 1804. soon 
after he had entered on his seven- 
teenth year, while all things seemed 
to smile, an arrow commissioned to 
destroy was aimed athim. He was 
suddenly seized with an expectora- 
tion of blood, at which he quietly 
expressed some surprise. His pa- 
rents endeavoured to conceal their 
fears, but their hearts fainted within 
them. The bleeding returned seve- 
ral times in the course of afew days, 
and produced an alarminy degree of 
debility. Speedy relief, however,was 
afforded, and the worst symptems of 
his disease were soon removed. 

His parents considered this attack 
as a solemn warning from above ; but 
the appearancesof their son’sreturn- 
ing health led them to hope that the 
dispensation was intended to humble 
rather than to crush them. In the 
mean time, they marked with un- 
speakable comfort his composure and 
quiet submission under his suffer- 
ings. With a view to his coraplete 
recovery, the ensuing summer was 
spent in moving from place to place. 
His health seemed to improve by 
means of travelling ; butas he himself 
counted every hour lost that was not 
devoted to some useful employment, 
he was particularly averse to jour- 
neys: he appeared less willing to 
endure the loss of his time than the 
loss of his health. He always indeed 
carried books with him, but he found 
it impossible to make the same satis- 
factory use ofthemasat home. The 
appointed season of their return to 
Wrockwardine at length came, and 
they entered on their homeward 
eourse with a deep sense of their 
new obligations to the Father of 
Mercics. Arrived at home, they free- 
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ly indulged their grateful feelings, 
and reared an altar to the God of all 
comfort, who had graciously pros- 
pered their way, and brought them 
arvain in peace to their own habita- 
tion. Through the succeeding win- 
ter their son’s health seemed per- 
fectly restored ; and during this in- 
terval oi returning vigour he formed 
many plans of Improvement and 
acquired much uscful knowledge. 
Tie was incessantly occupied, and all 
his occupations tended either to in- 
crease bis stock of information, or to 
add to the happiness of his parents, 
Through a part of the day he studied 
by himself. At other times he had 
either some important question to 
propose, some interesting anecdote 
to relate, some striking passage tc 
produce,or some curious contrivance 
to exhibit. In the evening they ge- 
nerally induiged themselves in a few 
choice pieces of devotional music. 
Books succeeded, of various descrip- 
tions. Nothing was neglected which 
might serve to form the taste or 
enlarge the understanding; but a 
decided preference was given to such 
authors as raised their thoughts 
above the common pursuits of men, 
and engaged them in some degree of 
holy fellowship with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. Among 
these, Mr. Gilpin distinguishes, with 
merited commendation,the Pilgrim’s 
Progress,—a work, he observes, the 
defects of which, though many and 
glaring, are more than compensated 
by a profusion of excellences. 

As the spring advanced, however; 
the alarms of the preceding year 
were renewed : young Gilpin agelb 
began to droop, and the wound it 
his lunes broke out afresh. Thb 
attack was not so severe as the first: 
and the same means that had bee? 
formerly tried proved aguin ethica- 
cious cnouch to revive the Janguis: 
ing hopes of bis parents. ‘Fo one 
requisition alone of his physicians 
he submitted with reluctance : it W* 
that which enjoined the abandon: 
ment of his severer studies. To this 
sacrifice he was exceedingly indi: 
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posed, nor could he ever completely 
accomplish it. The months of May 
and June were passed at Newport, 
where Mr. Gilpin and his family 
then terminated their residence ; 
and, after spending the intermediate 
time in visiting different places, they 
rcturnedto Wrockwardine about the 
middle of August. He had scarcely 
arrived there when he was summon- 
edto Newport, as a candidate for two 
vacant exhibitions. He underwent an 
examination by one of the tutors of 
Christ Church, Oxford, before the 
magistvates, visitors, and clergy ; and 
such was the Impression produced of 
hisextraordinary attainments, that a 
petiuon was presented to the mana- 
gers of the school futids, by the visi- 
tors Whoatiended,requesting that the 
exibition from those funds might be 
coubled in the case of young Gilpin. 
ile himself never manifested the 
least elation of mindon accountof the 
approbation bestowed on him, and ne- 
verafterwards made any allusion to it. 
(To be continues?) 
sD 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

1 kxow not whether you will think 

the following Biblical criticism worth 

‘nseruon in the Christian Observer ; 

but you will judge of its value for 

yourself. 

The common translation of the 
“3d verse of the 6th chapter of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel runs thus: “ But 
‘thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is that darkness !’—The 
latter sentence does not appear to me 
‘o bear any degree of the force of the 
original, nor indeed to convey its 
proper meaning. Our Saviour scems 
todesigna pointed antithesis between 
the words gas and cxores, and thereby 
leads his hearers to make the most 
‘larming reflections on their own si- 
‘uation. I should render the meaning 
* the sentence thus: “ If then thy 
‘ery light be darkness, how extreme 
‘Sthe darkness which is in thee.” 

LAICUS. 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
To the various methods of explain- 
ing Rom. ix. 3, taken notice of by 
your correspondent Ll. 5. H. in your 
Number for September 1510, p. 536, 
I would add another, ior the conside. 
ration of your readers: namely, to 
srive the verb guxyouxy the distinctive 
meaning of its impertect tense: nei- 
ther barely time past, as the aorists ; 
nor time past and continued, as the 
perfect ; nor time past and complet- 
ed, as the preterpertect; but ume 
past and interrupted, of which there 
are many examples in St. Paul’s 
[’pistles, as contradistinguished from 
the time of the aorists, and the per- 
fect, as also from that of the present. 
Thus.—Rom. vil. 9: Eya ds e Cov 
MUGS Vous wore EACUTns Os TH EVTOARS, 
4 Oh (ALOT bob aVECNTEV, &y@ de ambavoy. 
** For I was living without law for- 
merly; but when the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and I died.’’ 
1 Cor. xill. 11: Ore guxy varies, ws 
V4%bOS EALASY, WS VHmIOG EDLaISY, WS YHmrIOE 
ehoryiCounv’ oT Cf Yeryove ane, xeeTneryae 
“Lk. Ta TS wns. * When, I was a 
child, I was speaking as a child, I 
was understanding as a child, I was 
thinking as achild ; but when I have 
become a man, I have put away 

childish things.” 
2 Cor.1.15: Kas 
Onrek ecsAcuny wpes vans eAbelim—exeivee 


n 
Of EUNUTO 


Tavtn Th Wewrot- 


THT, To myn cAdcw ev Ava 
woos vues. ** And in this confidence 
I was purposing to come unto you 
—but I determined in myself, not to 
come unto you in sorrow.” 

2 Cor. vil. 83 Ov ueremsrcuat, ct 
wees uctemerouyy. ** Though | was 
repenting, I do not repent.”” 

Philemon 13: ‘Ov eya eCadroury w205 
Ig Ge TH5 
urs sosv xlsrnra woinrat “% Whom I 
was purposing to keep with me— 
but without thy consent 1 chose to 
do nothing.” 

The last example not only shews 
the power of the imperfect tense ; 
but also shews the possibility, that, 
of two contrary sentiments, that 
which will be instantaneously re- 
jected, may be the first to present 
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itself. The comfort that might be 
derived from the grateful and affec- 
tionate service of Onesimus, caused 
in Paul the prisoner a thought of 
retaining him ; but this thought was 
immediately, as may be understood 
from the tense, checked by the con- 
sideration that the labour of the ser- 
vant is the property of the master. 
So, in the passage before us, the 
extremity of his grief for the despe- 
rate state of his nation might excite 
the thought, ** What am I, in com- 
parison with all my countrymen ? 
O that they might be saved, at 
whatever expense to myself!’ The 
wish, as we may understand from 
the tense, and may well conceive 
from the immediately preceding 
passage, was no sooner imperiect- 
ly formed, than completely over- 
whelmed by the returning tide of 
that habitually prevailing love of 
God, against which neither tribula- 
tion, nor distress, nor famine, nor 
nakedness, nor peril, nor sword, had 
power; compassion alone for his 
brethren, his kinsmen according to 
the flesh, could tor amoment oppose 
its course. 

The words, therefore, yuycuxy yae 
autes sya avabeur est amo TS Xpices, 
may, I think, be taken In their 
common acceptation, as its being 
the intention of the writer thus to 
express the full import of what he 
had transiently and indefinitely con- 
ceived, in order to signify, not only 
the vehemence of his affection for 
his countrymen, but also, perhaps, 
the revolting of his mind from that 
hideous state of alienation from 
€;0d, to the brink of which he had 
been in effect iInsensibly  trans- 


ported, 
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Matt. xi. 2—=—6. .Vow when John had 


heard in the pirison the works of 


Christ, he sent two of his discifiles, 
und said unto him, Art thou he that 






should come, or do we look for ano- 
ther ? Jesus answered and said unty 
them, Go and shew John again 
those things which ye do hear and 
see: the blind receive their signt, 
and the lame walk ; the lefiers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear 3; the 
dead are raised ufi, and the fivor 
have the Gosfiel preached to them: 
and blessed is he whosoever shall 
not be offended in me. 


We ought not to be surprised, if in 
the works of God we meet with 
maby things which not only we 
cannot comprehend, but which are 
quite contrary to what we shoud 
have looked for. [fe bas many 
purposes to answer which never en- 
tered into our minds; and on this 
account he is likely to pursue a aif- 
ferent course from that which we 
should have thought the best. In- 
deed, if we found all things ordered 
as we would have ordered them, it 
would be rather an argument against 
a Divine agency, than in favour of 
it. In proportion, however, as our 
minds are enlightened by a know- 
ledge of divine truth, we are led to 
see a fitness in those dispensations 
of Providence which before seemed 
the most difficult to be understood. 
Our first thoughts, on subjects which 
are either extensive or complex, 
are generally wrong ; and it 1s much 
of the business of life to be correct- 
ing the mistakes into which we 
have fallen. Happy those who have 
at length learnt to distrust them- 
selves, to inquire carefully, and to 
decide cautiously ! 

These remarks may be applied to 
the circumstances of the Messiah’s 
appearance on earth. It did not 
answer the expectations which men 
had formed beforehand. Though 
few persons might have agreed as 
to the manner in which the Son of 
Ciod should appear on earth, yet 
probably no one foresaw the man- 
ner in which he actually did come, 
or in which he lived and died. 
Hence not only the scribes and Pha- 
risees, the Priests, and the great body 
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of the Jewish people, were prejudic- 
ed against our Lord, but even the 
most pious and devout among them 
were staggered at the manner of his 
appearance. Nicodemus was per- 
piexed. Even his own disciples were 
confounded ; and when he explained 
to them what he was to suffer, they 
exclaimed, * That be far from thee.” 
Nor does Jolin the Bapist appear 
to have been free from diilicuitics 
respecting the proceedings of him 
whom he assurediy knew to be the 


Messiah, and wiiom he had himself 


proclaimed as such. In the midst 
ot his useful labours, he had been ar- 
rested and shut upin prison. Fora 
time, he would perhaps bear his con- 
fiunement with patience ; but weck 
alier week and month aiter month 
clapses, and he finds hinvself stil laid 
aside from ali his usefulness. He 
hears continually of the miracles per- 
foriued by Jesus, and learns that all 
men flock to him from every part of 
Judea: but stiil the Messiah seems 
to forget him who had borne so ciear 
a testimony to him. He does not 
come, as he perhaps might expect, 
to release him from prison ; nor does 
he declare himself openly to be the 
Messiah. John thereicre sends two 
of his discip!es to Jesus, in order to 
pur an end to his doubts. He pro- 
bably did not doubt whether Jesus 
really were the Messiah; bat stiil 
le might wish for some explanation 
of his conduct, or some information 
when he would declare himself, and 
deliver his forerunner. Our Lord 
replied, * Go and shew John again 
the things that ye do hear and see : 
the blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk ; the lepers are cleansed, 
und the deaf hear; the dead are 
‘aised up, and the poor have the 
Gospel preached to them.”’—T hese, 
asifhe had said, are the proper proofs 
of my being the Messiah ; nor can 
any better be given. Blessed is he 
who so well understands the true 
nature of the Messiah’s kingdom as 
to be satisfied with these proofs :— 
Blessed is he who is not offended in 
Christ. Obser. No. 118. 
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me, who does not stumble at my hu- 
miliation, and at my disregard of all 
worldiy grandeur. 

This occurrence may serve to di- 
rect our thougnts to the considera- 
tion of the true nature of Christ’s 
kingdom, and of the works he might 
be expected to perform. 

Suppose, then, that we were told 
that the Son of Ged was aboutto come 
down trom heaven to save mankind ; 
lectusthink in what manner we should 
expect him to make his appearance. 
Should we expect him to appear asa 
ereat conqueror atthe head of alarge 
army, forcing the nations which he 
had subdued to receive his faith ?— 
Such a Messiah the Jews expected. 
Such a prophet was Mahomet. In 
this case, we should have mankind 
wrought on by power rather than by 
argument. But surely this would be 
inconsistent with all our views of what 
is right. Surely we would wish that 
faith in him should be the effect of 
sober examination, and that the un- 
derstanding should not be overpow- 
ered, but convinced. 

But it may be said, Let Christ come 
from heaven in his own proper glory 
and majesty, attended by myriads of 
angels ; and let him seat himself on 
the throne of the world with such 
irresistible proofs of his divinity, that 
all may be convinced of his being 
the Son of God, and immediately 
receive the law from his mouth.— 
Thus the Jews reasoned: Shew us, 
suid they, a sign from heaven ; some 
clear proof from heaven itself, and 
we will believe thee. And thus 
maany at this day are apt to reason. 
But is it not past doubt, that no 
pomp, however dazzling, would con- 
vince ail mankind. The experi- 
ment was tried at Mount Sinai. God 
shewed himself there with all pos- 
sible power. The sea had just open- 
ed at his bidding, and water had is- 
sued out of the flinty rock ; and now 
the Lord descended upon Sinai with 
thundcrings and lightnings and 
earthquakes. But the very persons 
who had seen all these things, even 

4 ly 
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while the presence of God still rest- 
cd on the mount, were employed 
in making for themselves a goiden 
culfasagod! And if those who thus 
saw the Divine power displayed did 
not credit it so as to be lniluenced by 
it, what would others do who receiv- 
ed it only on their report? What 
would distant generatious do? Be- 
sides, it would be ciearly desirable 
that man should rather be convinced 
by reason, than dazzled by splencour. 
It would, morcover, be of no use 
merely to convince men of the truth 
of a fact or doctrine, unless their 
hearts were at the same time so alf- 
fected as to profit by it. We must 
therefore lay aside the idea of every 
thing in the appearance of the Son 
of God which would impose on the 
senses, and iook for nothing, in proof 
of his being the Messiah, but evi- 
dence of a moral kind; evidence suit- 
ed tothe holiness, wisdom, and good- 
ness of the Divine Majesty. 

It is plainly the design of God, in 
all his revelations, to teach man to 
jay the stress, not on outward cir- 
cumstances, but on inward excel- 
lence; moral good being the only 
rood he values. It is the folly and 
corruption of man unduly to va- 
jue outward things, such as pomp, 
wealth, greatness, learning ; and to 
undervalue those dispositions which 
are really of great price in the sight 
of God, such as meekness, purity, 
humiity, love, disinterestedness, 
deadness to the world, spirituality, 
and piety. ‘Lhe rank, the reputa- 
tion, the station of a man, are no- 
thing in the Divine estimation: his 
moral qualtues are every thing. Bat 
on what has there more generally 
been a false tudgment among men, 
than en this very point’ And was 
the Son of God, when he came into 
the worlc, to sanction by lis con- 
duct such an error as this? On the 
contrary, would he not do all he 
could to counteract it? How then 
could he come but in an humble 
stute 2? Had he come in a State of 
affluence and dignity, he would have 
strepethened that attachment to the 





world, and the things of the world, 
which is the bane of man. There 
appears, therefore, to have been a 
striking fiti.ess In his choosing to be 
humble in his birth, low in his rank, 
poor in his circumstances, and, like 
the great bulk of mankind, subject 
to pain and affliction. Jesus, there- 
fore. was born poor ; he lived among 
the poor; he chese his disciples 
among the poor ; he en:braced a life 
of hardship, toil, and suffering ; he 
taught his disciples to expect such 
persecution and afiiiction as he him- 
self experienced ;—theretore he per- 
mitted his forerunner to be :mpri- 
soned and sluin. He taught his cis- 
ciples that he himself should be put 
to a shameiul death ; and he allowed 
them, one after another, to be perse- 
cuted and to be killed. He reproved 
Peter, with a degree of warmth un- 
usual to him, when he objected to his 
sufferings—* Get thee behind me, 
Satan, for thou savourest not the 
hings that be of God, but those that 
be of men.’? What sublime lessons 
does this language teach us! Death 
is to be accounted no evil in the 
view of the disciples of Christ. They 
are, like him, to rise above the 
world. The things of the world he 
trampled under his feet: the suffer- 
ings of the world he set at naught: 
for the joy that was set before him, 
he endured the cross, despising the 
shame. Here we see the Godhead 
breaking out with a lustre surpassing 
that even of divine pomp. Heaven- 
ly sentiments, heavenly conduct— 
these declared the Lord of heaven ; 
these formed the glory which distin- 
cuished him from all the sons of 
men. 

But what might we expect would 
be the employment of the Son of 
God on earth? It is plain, from 
what has already been said, that we 
could not expect him to be employ- 
ed in those pursuits in which the 
eenerality of the great men of the 
earth have been engaged. What, 
then, should be his occupation ’— 
Doubtless the same with that of the 
Almighty Lord of heaven and earth 
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Hx is engaged in doing good and 
promoting holiness: His bounty 
fecds mankind: His goodness sup- 
yes their wants and relieves their 
jeCess ities: He instructs them in 


? 
3 
i 


wisdom, and so orders the course of 


his providence as to punish vice and 
reward virtue. In the same w ay was 
Jesus enipioy ed while on earth. He 
instracted the ignorant; he ealied 
the sick; he eave sight to the blind 
and hearlny to the deaf ; he cleansed 
the lepers: sometimes he restored 
he dead to aiflicted relatives: he was 
ever engaged in doing good to the 
bodies and souls of men. And these 
acts of kindness and love he per- 
formed with a profusion like the 
hounty of God ; heaiing the sick free- 
ly. healing all that were brought to 
him, relusing no one, and travelling 
from place to place to enlarge the 
circle of his benevolence. Here are 
indeed marks of the Godhead; and 
ifthe disciples of John could not at 
once see, in such employ ments, the 
proofthatthis was indeed the Christ, 
Son of the Biessed, it was be- 
cause their eyes were still blinded 
by the god of this world, so that, 
seeing, they could not see, and un- 
derstanding, they could not perceive. 
When shall we learn to judge of 
things by the rules laid down in the 
courts of heaven? When shall we 
get above those false and wicked 
maxims which a polluted world has 
invented in order to honour sin and 
conceal our corruption ? When shail 
we see things as they reaily are ‘— 
When shall we judge as the blessed 
inhabitants of heaven do, and as the 
Lord of heaven has taught us to do, 
by his own example? 

We may see, then, the force of 
our Saviour’s reply to the inquiry of 
the Baptist. The right understand- 
ing of its force, however, will depend 
on the state of our own minds. If 
we are earthly-minded, sensual, and 
corrupt; if we dread poverty, or nies 
reproach of men, as a great evil ; 
shall not easily discover, even in na 
blessed Jesus, the marks of the Son 
of God, But if, on the contrary, our 
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views are exalted by faith ; if our 
affections are set on nobler things 
than this earth can afford ; if we es- 
teem the love of God the greatest 
excellence which man can Possess, 
and next to that the love of our fel- 
low-creatures ; if we are abie to se- 
parate what is really great and good 
from the outward circumstances 
which accompany it; we shall then 
as Clearly perceive in Jesus the glo- 
ry of the only-begotten of the la- 
ther, inthe fulness of grace and truth, 
as if the veil of mortality were re- 
moved, and we had beheld, with our 
eyes, legions of angels and archan- 
eels wailing upon him with rever- 
ential homage and faithful obedi- 
ence. 

This view of the subject may be 
of use in confirming our faith, The 
objections against the divinity of Je- 
sus have been frequently drawn from 
his outward appearance and sufier- 
ings. He had about him too much 
of the man, and too little of the God. 
But in the view of an enlightened 
mind, no more striking proof could 
possibly be given that Christ came 
down from heaven, than such a life 
as he led, in such a station, spent on 
such principles, and closed by such 
adeath. There appear, evento us, 
on a close examination, very serious 
objections to his manifesting him- 
self in any other manner than that 
in which he thought proper to shew 
himself. Had he been of the order 
of the priesthood ; had he been in a 
higher station ; had he been educat- 
ed in the learning of this world ; va- 
rious objections might have been 
raised which can now have no place. 
He plainly wished that the proof of 
his being the Messiah should rest 
on the excellence of his own charac- 
ter, the beneficence of his acts, the 
purity of his doctrines, and the ten- 
dency of his miracles, as well as on 
the astonishing power they display- 
ed. And this evidence is both the 
most convincing in its nature, and 
the most lasting in its effects, of any 
that could have been given. Succeed- 


ing ages might have lessened the 
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credit of supernatural proof; but 
they do not in any degrec lessen the 
Vaiue of such aconduct and such 
acts as those of cur blessed Lord and 
Saviour, and which clearly markea 
him out as the Son ot God come 
down from heaven to be the light 
and the salvation of the world. 

Let us bear in mind, that Jesus 
Was intended to be noi only a tea- 
cher of religion, and an exa auple to 
man kind, but an atonement also for 
the sins of the world. He was there- 
fore designed to be a suifering ra- 
ther than a triumphant Messiah. He 
was to humble himself in the luwest 
manner; to empty himseii of ali his 
glory ; to becomca servant ; and to 
suffer death, even the death of the 
cross. Here then we see farther rea- 
sons for the lowliness of his state. 
and the sufferings and sorrow he was 
called to bear. While he was on 


earth, we were to behold him, not as 


the King of glory, but as the Lamb of 


God slain for the sins of the worid. 
But while our faith in our blessed 
Lord is confirmed by this view of 
the subject, let us at the same tine 
learn from it what our own senti- 
mentsand {celings ought tobe.—We 
behold the Son of God clothed inno 
elory but that of heltness aud love. 
Let us learn hence what true vreate 
ness is. Is it the greatness which 
ambition, or covetousness, or pride, 
or selfishness, would esteem such! 
No; far fromit. If there was any 
wisdom in our Saviour’s choice, or 

any excellence in his conduct ; if he 
has set us a pattern worthy of our 
imitation ; then our worldly ideas 
must be renounced, and ideas very 
opposite to them must be embraced. 
We must indeed be converted, and 
become little children, as to worldly 
honour andadvancement. [et us cast 
our eyes towards Judea. There we 
shali sce a truly recat, a periect, a 
Divine character: one whom angels 

regard with the deepest reverence ; 
one in whom God ¢ leliphts ; his very 
image onearth. But ‘tow shall we 
find him employed? We shall see 
no guards around him, no homare 
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paid to him by his attendants. We 
shall see him, wien an iniant, laid in 
a manger of a siable, his reputed pa- 
rents poor and unknown. We shall 
see him for many years dwelling 
with them in their humble cotiaze, 
subject to them ia all things, and per. 
forming every duty ol an affectionate 
son. Li we toillow him, we shali find 
him insiructing the people, and la- 
bouring with unwearicd zeal to pro- 
mote the honour of his Father’s iaw 
and the good of mankind. We shall 
sec him going about to do good ; to 
heal the sick and te relieve the dis- 
tressed: yet at the same time bear- 
ing hirase!f every evil and Inconveni- 
eeece with wonderful paticnce 5 ever 
anxious about the woerid to come}; 
everattentive to trac hoiiness,though 
ever r compassionate to the frailty of 
mks 3 be aning and freely forgiving 
ail injur ies; and continually labours 
ine tolnfuse oh ion of love and kind- 
ness among all his disciples. Are 
these ane marks by w hich the Son 
of Godis known? Then ought not 
his Guciglen to be like him! Do we 
not sec that ficavenly, and not earthly, 
things should occupy our thoughts { 
Do we not see that there ought to be 
un entire change in our views on this 
subject ? Do we not see that we are 
bound to act differently, in this re- 
spect, from the generality of the 
world in a wav that will appear sin- 
cular in their eyes? Which, then, 
shail we follow ; the customs of the 
world, or the example of the Son of 
Cod? Let us make our choice. If 
we call ourselves the followers of 
Christ, and Wf he shewed himself to 
be indeed divine by the benevolence 
and holiness of his conduct; if he 
shewed the greatness of his charac- 
ter in the lofty views he entertained 
of the nethineness of this life and the 
importance of the life to come, of the 
excellence of holiness, and the emp- 
tiness of every thing beside ; Jet us 
eo and do likewise. Let us learn from 
our Master. T.et us subdue and mor- 
tiiy our earthly desires and corrupt 
inclinations. Let us continually set 
before our eyes the life and example 
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of our Lord. Let us consider how he 
acted, and also how he taught his dis- 
cipies to act, in every situation In 
which they were placed. We can- 
not, indeed, do good to the same ex- 
tent that he did; but we can do some 
rood: we can be always shewlug a 
benevolent disposition ; we can tor- 
ceive, ke him ; we can be mercitul, 
, he was; we Can consider, as he 
willLot God, and do 
i. bus, and thus only, shall we 
be ingeed his discipies. In heaven, 
there ave glories unspeakable ; but 
that which ts the foundation of all 
the rest, is of a moral kind. Every 
ojjified being above, is as exact a 
rescuiblance of the Son of God on 
evi, in principles, In Intenttons, in 
conduct, as the circumstances of hea- 
venwiladmit. To prepare ourselves, 
thereivre, for that glorious place, we 
must learn to copy after [ts exam- 
ple, ana io tread in His steps, who Is 
atonce the Lord of heavea and the 
pattern of men. Let these conside- 
rations teach us to love as we ought 
that gracious Redeemer, who came 
down from heaven to save us. And 
while we see him laying aside his 
giory, that he might heal the sick, 
aid cleanse the leper, and Pen the 
Gospel to the poor, let us thereby 
be encouraged to draw near to him, 
and to commit our souls to him, that 
exert the same healing pow- 
er on them.—Many scem afraid of 
Jesus, as if his service were burden- 
ome. Can it be so: Look at his em- 
ployment. Was there ever an in- 
stance in which his power was exer- 
C1S¢ d lor the destruction or injury of 
men? But how many instances may 
be pointed out in which it was em- 
Moyed to serve and bless them ! Let 
WS go, then, to the almighty Saviour 
ofthe world. Nothing is beyond the 
teach of his power or his goodness. 
He can pardon sins of the deepest 
(ye; he can give strength to the 
weakest, and grace to the most un- 
Worthy. Can we stand out against 
su — a display as he has given of mer- 

‘and love? Alas, that any should 
do this! Let not us be of the number. 
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Let us cordially love our Redeemer’s 
character, and think with delight on 
his mercy and love. Let us rejoice 
in such a Saviour, and bless God for 
him daily. Let us trust him with con- 
fidence to give us all things needful 
for us 3 and, above all, endeavour to 
shew forth his praise by our life and 
conversation, 

[t was one of the marks of the Son 
of God, that he preached the Gospel 
to the poor. Much as the poor have 
usually been negiected and despised 
by tne great of this world, their state 
is one which calls for our tenderest 
regard and sympathy. Behold the 
tenderness which Jesus shewed to 
the poor! He dwelt among them ; 
he chose his apostles from among 
them 3; and he made it one of the dis- 
tinguishing marks of his kingdom 
that to them the Gospel was preach- 
ed. What, then, can the Gospel do 
for the poor? Itcando much. It can 
make them more sensible of the va- 
nity of all earthly distinctions : it can 
take from their state its bitterness, 
and all the worldly feelings which 
render ita state of pain : it can teach 
them to suffer, with their great Mas- 
ter, with patience and resignation ; 
and to look at the Son of God poor 
and suffering, and be content. It can 
'o more than this: it can point to 
them such supports under suffering 
here, and such a glorious hope here- 
after. as will make them truly happy 
in their station. No man was ever dis- 
satisied with his state, who was dili- 
rently employed inthe work appoint- 
ed for him by God, and who truly re- 
ceived the Gospel of Christ. The 
time will soon come, when the pre- 
sent state of things will have passed 
away; when the hardships we now 
feel will appear only as a dream 
when one awaketh ; when it will be 
seen, that the only real difference be- 
tween man and man was that of love 
to God, faith in Christ, and real ho- 
liness of heart and life. Let us look, 
then, to Jesus for the consolations of 
his Gospel. Let us be rich in faith, 
and heirs of his kingdom. Let us en- 
deayour to deriye spiritual consola- 
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tion and support from God’s promi- 
ses; and we shall soon find a peace 
in God which will more than repay 
us for all we suffer here 3 and by aud 
by we shall be conveyed by angels to 
Abraham/’s bosum,—to those happy 
regions whiere sorrow and sighing 
shall for ever flee away, where the 
wicked cease trom troubling and the 
weary are at rest. Which may God 
of his infinite mercy grant, for Jesus 
Christ our Redcemer’s sake. Amen. 


To the E litor of the Christian Observer. 


Tue Sacramentofthe Lord’s Supper 
has frequently been made the sub- 
ject of long and laboured controver- 
sy and contention. ‘There are also 
many very cxcelicnt treatises on tie 
practical and experimental uses of 
this holy institution ; but most, ii not 
all, of those valuable volumes, are 
perhaps rather too diffuse and elabo- 
rate for the generality of Christians. 
I have often thought that a short 
sketch of what scems most essen- 
tial respecting this divine ordinance, 
would be helptui to the devout com- 
mupicant. With this view I have 
written the following brief outline ; 
and if you deem it sufficiently cor- 
rect for the Christian Observer, its 
insertion may prove acceptable to 
many of your readers. ) 


A SUMMARY VIEW OF THE LORD'S 
SUPPER. 


, . 
nature and design. 


Ist. Lts ( 
The Lord Jesus Christ requires 
that Christians should tn a solemn 
manner eat bread and drink wine in 
their religious assembties, as a com- 
memoration of his death—a token of 
their envagements to him—a pledge 
of the biessines of his covenant—and 
a sien of their mutual affection to 
each other. 
This holy ordinance is not merely 
a memorial of the Redeemer in ge- 
neral, but is expressly designed asa 
visible representation of his death, 
particularly as it was a sacrifice for 
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emblem of his broken body ; and the 
wine poured out, of the shedding of 
his blood. We are led to consider 
the death of our Lord Jesus Chris 
as an atonement for sin by the very 
words of the institution of the Ey. 
charist ; for, of the bread, our Lord 
says, “ This is my body, which is gi. 
ven for you 3” and of the wine, * This 
is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for many for the remis. 
sion of sins.’ The wine is an emblem 
of the new covenant in the Redeen. 
er’s blood, by the shedding of which 
that covenant of grace was ratified 
and confirmed. The bread and wine 
are to be received by every member 
of the church, to represent their re- 
celving and applying the blessings 
of redemption, or, in other words, 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by faith partaking of his body and 
blood ior their spiritual nourishment, 
The Lord’s Supper, therefore, may 
be considcred as a sign and seal of 
the blessings of the covenant of grace 
to all who believe and repent. 

2d. What is professed by partaking 
of the Lord’s Supper. 

We hereby publicly avow ourselves 
to be the disciples of a crucified Mas 
ter. It is the express command of 
Christ: * Do this in rememberance 
of me.” In obeying this command, 
we profess gratefully to recollect 
what the Redeemer did and suffered 
for our sakes ; and especially to bea! 
in mind that Divine love, which 
the spring of all he has accomplish 
ed, and the source of our safety, 
hope, and happiness. We own him 
not merely as a Teacher sent from 
Gsod, to be our instructer and guide; 
but we confide in him, as our 3" 
mighty Friend and Saviour; tél! 
upon his sacrifice ; and commit ou” 
selves to him, to be redeemed, sane 
tificd, and saved. By attending the 
Lord’s Supper, we publicly profess 
our faith in the efficacy of the a 
viour’s death to put away sin, ou 
cordial approbation of that method ° 
salvation which God hath appointed 
and our thankful acceptance of t™ 
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Divine mercy manifested through 
the Redeemer. We gratefully ac- 
knowledge our infinite obligations to 
God for the blessings of the new co- 
yenant, and express our hearty com- 
pliance with all its requirements— 
i.e. that we repentof sin, and believe 
inthe Lord Jesus Christ; that we 
obey his Gospel; and devote our- 
selves to God, through the Media- 
tor, to be his for ever ; to be, to do, 
and to bear whatever God would 
have us. By partaking of the Lerd’s 
Supper in a social manner with the 
members of Christ’s church, we pro- 
fess our sincere love to them as bre- 
thren, and our determination to per- 
form all the duties of this relation. 

3d. By whom the Lord’s Suffjier 
should be celebrated. 

Not by all those persons who mere- 
ly admit that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the Messiah ; but by those only 
who truly believe in him as their Sa- 
viour; rely upon him for pardon, 
acceptance with God, sanctification, 
and eternal life ; sincerely repent of 
sin, and resolve to live suitably to 
their Christian profession. This will 
appear, not only from the nature of 
the ordinance itself, which is a de- 
claration of mercy on God’s part, and 
a profession of faith, love, and obe- 
dience on ours; but from all those 
passages of Scripture which demand 
purity of heart and uprighiness of 
conduct, which condemn ly pocrites, 
and which describe the niembers of 
the church of Christ as holy persons. 

It is further evident, that sincere 
believers only ought to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper, because the Apostle 
Paul enjoins om all communicants 
the duty of self-examination. ‘Phe 
object of this scrutiny is to prove, or 
try, ourselves, our tempers and lives, 
by the rules of Scripture, previously 
to receiving the Supper of the Lord, 
order to ascertain whether there 
be any thing in our disposition, cha- 
facter, or conduct, which is incon- 
‘stent with our Christian profession. 
his injunction seems to prove that 
‘Mcere Christians are the only per- 
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sons who have a scriptural right to 
attend the Lord’s Supper. 
4th. Zhe advanicges which arise 


Jrvom a devout attendance on this holy 


ordinance. 

It tends to confirm our faith in the 
doctrines ot the Gospel, and is one 
ol the instituted means of obtaining 
fresh supplies of Divine grace for 
cur Christian warilare. It streng- 
thens our obligations to a life of uni- 
versal holiness and integiity: the 
most forcible motives to act worthy 
of our character and profession are 
here presented to cur minds. It 
tends to excite the utmost abhor- 
rence of sin, the greatest care in 
watching against it, and the warmest 
zeal in endeavouring to oppose it ; 
for we have the most lively view of 
the evil of sin, and its awful conse- 
quences, In the sufferings and death 
Which the Son of Ged endured to 
make atonement for it, and which 
this ordinance is intended to repre- 
sent. It is adapted to promote the 
Christian’s comfort and peace: for 
what can afford such joy and tran- 
quillity to a mind burdened with a 
sense of guilt and sin, as the distinct 
exhibition here made of that bloed 
which cleanseth from all sin, and of 
the abundant mercy of God to all pe- 
nitent believing souls ? In this ordi- 
nance we enjoy, ina peculiar man- 
ner, the presence of God and the Re- 
deemer; and have iellowship with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ, through the influences of the 
Holy Spirit. Here we gratefully re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith, 
in ali the endearing characters he 
sustains ; and we joyfully accept of 
the blessines he bestows on true be- 
hevers. The intimate relation of 
Christians tothetr Lord and Saviour, 
and their dependence on him, are re- 
presenicd in Scripture in the strong- 
est possible language. They are said 
to be in Christ, and Christ 72 them : 
he is called their life: they are spo- 
ken of as being ome with Christ ; and 
their vital union to him as like that 
of the branch to the root; or of the 
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members of the body to the head.— 
But there is another strong meta- 
phor, used by our Lord himseil, to 
denote the absolute and entire depen- 
dence of Christians on him, for the 
maintaining and pertecting of the di- 
vine life in the soul :—he represents 
himselt as the food ot believers, and 
describes them «s feeding on his 
flesh and blood, and as living there- 


by This cannot be understood ot 


merely receiving the Coctrines which 
the Redcemer taught. Divine in- 
strucuon is indeed sometites spo- 
ken of as the food of the niind, and 
compared to meat and drink ; and 
teachers are said to feed their disci- 
ples: but there is no other instance 
to be found in which the teacher him- 
self is cailed food, and his disciples 
are required to eat his fleshand drink 
his biood. By eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood, our Lord seems 
clearly to mean, belicving the divine 
efficacy of his atcnement; embrac- 
ing and reiying on it by faith; and ac- 
cepting the giorious blessings which 
are the fruits of it, particularly the 
free mercy of God, the pardon of sin, 
and the influences of the Holy Spirit 
to renew, purify, and transtorm our 
souls iisto the Suviour’s image. The 
Apostle Paul evidently alludes to this, 
when he says, © Christ, our passover, 
was sacrificed for us: therefore let 
us keep the feast, not with the old 
ose &c. Here he represents 
belicvers as partaking of that sacri- 
fice which the Lerd Jesus Christ of- 
fered; as exercising a believing re- 
gard to the Lamb of God which tak- 
eth away the sin ef the world, of 
whom the pascal lamb, which the 
Jews were required to eat, was a type. 
The celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per may therefore be wel! consider- 
ecdin the light ofa feast upon a sacri- 
fice. The bread and wine which we 

take, are memorials of the body and 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.— 
The eating and drinking of these, 
are emblematic of our feeding by 
faith on the Redeenicr, so as to de- 
rive spiritual nourishment from him 
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for the life, vigour, and joy of op; 
souls. 

5th. Zhe pirepiaration which is re. 
guired of those who would hroperiy 
and profiiably attend the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

To celebrate this holy ordincnce 
in a manner which wiil be accepts. 
bie to God ana beneficial to our. 
selves, 1 is nol only necessary tia: 
our judgments be rightiy iMmiornied, 
but thai our wills be properly inc.in- 
ed, and our affections duly excited, 
It is necessary that we should exer- 
cise repentance towards God,and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Clirist ; Aofe in tie 
mercy of God, through the Redeem. 
er; and dove to God, and to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to all our Christian 
brethren; hatred to all sin, united 
with a sincere endeavour, in the 
strength of Divine grace, eritirely to 
subdue every evil principle and pas- 
sion; and a determined resolution, 
by the grace of God, to live as be: 
cometh the profession of Chrisitavi: 
ty. These are indispensabiy te: 
quisite to holy communion at the 
Lord’s table. It is also necessary to 
a comfortable attendance on this dl 
vine ordinance, that we should ex- 
perience a devotional frame of mini, 
and have good grounds to hope that 
we are the genuine disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In proportion as 
the true spirit of devotion is wanting, 
and our fears prevail with respect 
our true character in the sight of Ged, 
willour spiritual comfort in attending 
this ordinance be diminished. 

With respect to the means to be 
used for a profitable attendance 0 
the Lord’s Supper, I would observe 
that it requires not merely the same 
previous preparation which public 
Ww orship in general requires—sucl 
as serious perusal of the Scriptures 
meditation,watchfulness,and praye': 
but that those exercises should be 
conducted with a particular refer 
ence to this ordinance, to the objects 
which are there to be presented (0 to 
our view, and about which the min 
is to be devoutly employed. 
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There is one duty which is pecu- 
liarly proper to precede this solem- 
nity, and which the Scriptures ex- 
pressty recommend, namely self- 
examination. The exhortauon tothe 
frequent practice of this duty is ap- 
jlicable to every Christian, and the 
work of seli-inguiry shouid be the 
work of every day. But besides 
this, we should fix on certain seasons 
to be appropriated toa more minute 
and extended survey. And what 
more proper time can be chosen 
than when we are about to approach 
the table of the Lord? An accurate 
knowledge of our real character and 
condition is not to be obtained with- 
out frequent, serious, and imparual 
self-examination. As there ts always 
a great danger of self-deception, so 
~ is constant need of self-scruul- 

This inquiry should respect not 
mere ely the reality of our religion in 
eeneral, but the particular state of 
our hearts in the sightof God. Phe 
examination should be directed to 
ascertain whether we are advancing: 
in piety, or declining in our Chris- 
tian course : we should inquire into 
what sins we have fallen, what duties 
we have omitted, to what tem pta- 
tions we are most exposed, and in 
What respects we most need to be on 
our guard, and to have our resolu- 
ons confirmed and our graces 
Strenethened. We should also notice 
what we have most to complain ot, 
What to rejoice in, what to depr ecate 
and what todesire. These inquiries 
are necessary to promote humilia- 
tion, thanksgiving, watchfuiness, and 
prayer. They will furntsh suttable 
subjects for meditation and devotion, 
and be a means of rendering the 
celebration of this holy erdinance 
instrumental in promot ting the Inte- 
rests of vital religion in our souls.* 


G. |] b. 


* Those who wish carefully to study this 
iMportant s: ibject, may consult Dr. Wall’s 
Critical Notes on M: att xxvi 17: Dr. Water- 
land’s Review of the Doctrine of the Eu- 
charist; Dr. Cudworth’s Discourse on the 
Nature of the Lord’s Supper; Dr. New- 
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To the kditor of the Christian Observer. 
THERE Is not any part of your work, 
I humbiy think, so calculated for ex- 
tensive usefulness, as your ** Review 
of New Publications.’— the review 
In the last number, on * the Reiuta- 
tion ol Calvinism, &c.” is truly ex- 
celicnt.—I think it would answer a 
good purpose, if a selection trou the 
wrilings of eminent clergymen, on 
the various topics discussed in that 
book, were priuted. [t you judge the 
following extract on Regeneration 
worthy a place in your w vlc shall 
be obliged by its insertion. 


R. .. S. 


—‘* None can be members or citl- 
zens ofthe kingdom oi God, but only 
those who are the sons of God. ‘lhe 
means to become the sons or chil- 
dren of God, is by regeneration, or 
new birth. This is the mystery our 
Saviour told Nicodemus of, when he 
came to him by night; ‘Excepta 
man’ (sulth our Saviour), * be born 
again, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom oi God.’ John tii. 3. Now rege- 
heraulon, or new birth, consists of 
these two parts—repeniance towards 
God. and faith towards Christ, ace 
cording to that which the Apostle 
Paul told the elders of the church of 
Ephesus, Acts xx. 213 that he had 
‘testified both to Jc ws and Greeks, 
repentance towards Gud, and faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ :’ that 
is, the whoie mystery of regenera- 
tion, whereby a man becomes the 
child of God, and a men:ber of the 
kingdom of Heaven. Where we ure 
to note (as It will serve us to uncer- 
stand these things the better) that 
repentance properly and distinctly 
tuken, looks towards God the Father, 
and faith unto Christ our Mediator. 
The one, is our returning unto God 
from whom we are gone astray by 
sin: the other the means or way of 
our return unto him,—by Christ, 
without whom we can never be re- 


combe, archbishop of Armagh; and Dr. 
Adam Clarke’s Discourse on the Nature, 
Design, and Institution ef the Eucharist, 
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members of the body to the head.— 
But there is another strong meta- 
phor, used by our Lord bimseil, 

denote the absolute and entire de vi 
dence of Christians on him, for the 
maintaining and pertecting of the di- 
vine life in the soul :—he represents 
himseit as the food ot believers, and 
describes them e¢s feeding on his 
flesh and blood, and as living there- 
by This cannot be understood of 
merely receiving the doctrines which 
the Redcemer taught. Divine in- 
strucuon is indeed sometimes spo- 
ken ol as the food of the mind, and 
compared to meat and drink ; and 
teachers are said to feed their disci- 
ples: but there is no other instance 
to be found in which the teacher him- 
self is cailed food, and his disciples 
are required to eat his fleshand drink 
his biood. By eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood, our Lord seems 
clearly to mean, believing the divine 
efficacy of his atonement ; embrac- 
ing and relying on it by faith; and ac- 
cepting the giorious blessings which 
are the fruits of it, particularly the 
free mercy of God, the pardon of sin, 
and the influences of the Holy Spirit 
to renew, purify, and transtorm our 
souls lito the Suviour’s image. The 
Ap ose Paulevidently alludes to this, 
when he says, © Christ, our passover, 
was sacrificed for us: therefore let 
us keep the feast, not with the old 
leaven.”’ &c. Here he represents 
belicvers as partaking of that sacri- 
fice which the Lerd Jesus Christ of- 
fered; as exercising a believing re- 
grard to the Lamb of God which tak- 
eth away the sin ef the world, of 
whom the pascal lamb, which the 
Jews were required to eat, was a type. 
‘The celebration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per may therefore be wel! consider- 
ecdin the light of a feast upon a sacri- 
fice. The bread and wine which we 
take, are memorials of the body and 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.— 
The eating and drinking of these, 
are emblematic of our feeding by 
faith on the Redeenicr, so as to de- 
rive spiritual nourishment from him 
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for the lite, vigour, and joy of oy, 
souls. 

5th. Zhe firefiaration which is re. 
guired of those who would frohe 
and proftiably atiend the 0 wtb ttied of 
the Lora’s Supper. 

To celebrate this holy ordincnce 
in a manner which wiil be accepta. 
bie to God and beneficial to our. 
selves, 1t ls not only necessary tia! 
our judgements be rightiy iniornied, 
but tha: our wills be properly incin- 
ed, and our affections duly excited. 
It is necessary that we should exer: 
cise refientance towards God,and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ ; Aofe in tie 
mercy of God, through the Redeem. 

er; and dove ~ God, and to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to all our Christian 
brethren; hatred to all sin, united 
with a sincere endeavour, in the 
strength of Divine grace, eritirely to 
subdue every evil principle and pas- 
sion; and a determined resolution, 
by the grace of God, to live as be: 
cometh the profession of Christian: 
ty. These are indispensabiy te: 
quisite to holy communion at the 
Lord’s table. It is also necessary to 
a comfortable attendance on this di 
vine ordinance, that we should ex: 
perience a devotional frame of mind, 
and have good grounds to hope thit 
we are the genuine disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In proportion as 
the true spirit of devotion Is wanting. 
and our fears prevail with respect 
our true character in the sight of Ged. 
willour spiritual comfort in attending 
this ordinance be diminished. 

With respect to the means to be 
used for a profitable attendance 0! 
the Lord’s Supper, I would observe 
that it requires not merely the same 
previous preparation which public 
Ww orship in general requires—such 
as serious perusal of the Scriptures 
meditation,watchfulness,and praye!: 
but that those exercises should be 
conducted with a particular refer 
ence to this ordinance, to the objects 
which are there to be presented to 
our view, and about which the min 
is tobe devoutly employed. 
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There is one duty which Is pecu- 
liarly proper to precede this solem- 
nity, and which the Scriptures ex- 
pressly recommend, namely self- 
exuinination. The exhortauon tothe 
frequent practice of this duty is ap- 
plicable to every Christian, and the 
work of seli- ial ‘y shouid be the 
work of every day. But besides 
this, we should fix on certain seasons 
to be appropriated toa more minute 
and extended survey. And what 
more proper time can be chosen 
than when we are about to approach 
the table of the Lord? An accurate 
knowledge of our real character and 
condition is not to be obtained with- 
out frequent, serious, and imparial 
self-examination. Asthereisalways 
a great danger of self-deception, so 
there is constant need of self-scruti- 
ny. This inquiry should respect not 
merely the reality of our religion In 
reneral, but the particular state of 
our hearts in the sight of God. The 
examination should be directed to 
ascertain whether we are advancing: 
in piety, or declining in our Chris- 
tian course : we should inguire Into 
what sins we have fallen, what dutics 
we have omitted, to what tempta- 
tions we are most exposed, and 1 
What respecis we most need to be on 
our guard, and to have our resolu- 
tions confirmed and our. graces 
strenethened. We should ene notice 
what we have most to complain ot, 
What to rejoice in, what to deprec: ite 
and what todesire. These inquiries 
are necessary to promote humilia- 
tion, thanksgiving, watchfuiness, and 
prayer. They will furnish suttable 
subjects for meditation and devotion, 
and be a means of rendering the 
celebration of this holy ordinance 
cele ice in promoting the Inte- 


sts of vital religion in our souls. * 
G. Bb. 


* Those who wish carefully to study this 
‘Mportant subject, m: iy consult Dr. Wall's 
Critical Noteson Matt xxvi 17; Dr. Water- 
land’s Review of the Doctrine of the Eu- 
charist; Dr. Cudworth’s Discourse on the 
Nature of the Lord’s Supper; Dr. New- 
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To the kditor of the Christian Observer. 
THERE is not any part of your work, 
I humbiy think, so calculated for ex- 
tensive usefulness, as your ** Review 
of New Publications.’— the review 
In the last number, on * the Reiuta- 
tion of Calvinism, &c.” is truly ex- 
celient.—I think it would answer a 
good purpose, if a selection frou. the 
wrillngs of eminent clergymen, on 
the various topics discussed in that 
book, were priuted. [t you judge the 
following extract on “Reg generation 
worthy a place in your w aig shall 
be obliged by its insertion. 


R. H. S. 


—‘* None can be members or citi- 
zens of the kingdom oi Goa, but only 
those who are the sons of God. ‘The 
means to become the sons or chil- 
dren of God, is by regeneration, or 
new birth. This is the mystery our 
Saviour told Nicodemus of, when he 
came to him by night; ‘ Excepta 
man’ (saith cur Saviour), * be born 
again, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom oi God.’ John tii. 3. Now rege- 
herauon, or new birth, consists of 
these two partS—_refientance lowa rds 
God. and faith towards Christ, ace 
cording to that which the Apostle 
Paul told the elders of the church of 
Ephesus, Acts xx. 213 that he had 
‘testified both to Jc ws and Greeks, 
repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ :’ that 
is, the whoie mystery of regenera- 
tion, whereby a man becomes the 
child of God, and a men.ber of the 
kingdom of Heaven. Where we are 
to note (as it will serve us touncer- 
stand these things the better) that 
repentance properly and distinctly 
tuken, looks towards God-the Father, 
and faith unto Christ our Mediator. 
The one, is our returning unto God 
from whom we are gone astray by 
sin: the other the means or way of 
our return unto him,—by Christ, 
without whom we can never be re. 


combe, archbishop of Armagh; and Dr. 
Adam Clarke’s Discourse on the Nature, 
Design, and Institation ef the Eucharist, 
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conciled to our heavenly Father, nor 
perlorm any service acceptabie unto 
him. These two, therefore, our 
Saviour distinguisheth, when he 
saith, Refient and believe the Gospel; 
the one looking to his lather, the 
other to himselt. Both joined toge- 
ther make a new birth, or a new 
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man, even as tlic soul being united 
with the bedy makes a natural man; 
repentance here, being as the body 
or matter, which faith in the Gospel 
of Christ enlivens and informeth as a 
soul,’ &c.—WDiscourses, by Joseph 
Mede, B. D. of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge. London: 1652. p. 30. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


‘fo the E.itor of the Christian Obse1 


Tam the father of a large family, 
and beg leave to offer to you my 
thoughts on education. As a prac- 
tical man, 1 should have addiessed 
you perhaps with less diffidence 
than becomes me, if we had not 
lately, in the discussions on another 
subject, had a very usciul memento 
ofthe prejucices and errors to which 
firactical men ave heble. While, 
however, I shail be led by the lesson 
thus afforded me, to deliver my epl- 
nions with difidence, I think it my 
duty not to withhold from your 
readers (if you think them worth 
their perusal) those reflections which 
have been the result of my CX 
ence. Had net circumstances pre- 
vented me, [ should have done this 
sooner, 1) conformity with an inti- 
mation I formerly gave in your niis- 
cellany.* My tines to 
be such, that I must bee 
ther indulyence as to tin lt is 
impossible for me to : ew I shall 
be able to exccute a e ph an I have 
formed for the treatment of my sub- 
ject, without serious interruptions. 
The years which precede man- 
hood are naturally diviced into seve- 
ral periods. The first is from early 
infancy to the time when the child 
begins to read. The next is from 
that important event, to anoiber as 
important, namely, to going (ifa 


peri- 


SIU: auc nN Co 


5 OU? {u Po 


* See Vol. for 1898, p. 13. 


boy) to school or to a private tutor, 
The years spent at school naturally 
form a distinct period ;—and_ those 
devoted to college, or toaclerkship, 
or ap apprenticeship, another. ‘The 
Just period is that in which a young 
man is just entering on the full du- 
ties and privileges of manhood. No 
better division of my subject occurs 
to me, than that which this division 
of the years devoted to education 
SUgeCSIS, 

The period of infancy is gene- 
rally suffered to slide away with lit: 
tle or no attention to the work of 
cducation. The child is supposed 
to be ina kind of irrational state, 
which will scarcely admit of moral 
discipline, and its parents seem to 
think enly of its health and amuse- 
ment. Ifitwants any thing its wish 
must be gratified ; if it cries, it is to 
be quieted by indulgence ; orif this 

witempts are frequently 
made to cheat it into a belief that 
the desired object has suddenly 
vanished. If it has been hurt, the 
immediate catise Of its misfortune, 
whether animate or inanimate, is not 
seldom to be beaten, and the child 
itself is encouraged to join in inflict 
ine the punishment. Things pro- 
ceed in this way nearly till the time 
when the child can talk, and often 
much longer; and when this system 
is changed for another, still it gives 
way very slowly, and in many cases 
some remains of it may be discerned 
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for years after the child is allowed 
to be capable of instruction. What 
jis the true character and tendency 
of this course of proceeding ? it un- 





questionably fosters those seeds of 


evil which abound in cur nature. Is 
man naturally selt-inculgent? What 
then must be the effect of a studied 
sysicm of indulgence? Js he impa- 
tient, and passionate, and = vinilic- 
tive? How greatly must these dis- 
posiuons be cher ished, by not only 
permitting but encouraging their 
gr ailfication ! Is be disposed, waen 
in pursuit of favourite objects, to be 
itthe SCrUpPUuLoUs with re spect tov iO- 
Jasons of plain-dealing and truth ? 
The artifices resorted to by nurses 
and female relations would almost 
create sucii a disposition, were lt not 
orvinally planted in his bosom. 
With what eyes then must the Al- 


mighty look upon sucad a course of 


would be willie 
to pursue tils 


proceeding f It 
with your readers 
topic any farther. 
But now we proceed to the im- 
portant inquiry, What system of 
Management ought to be substituted 
ii tae place of that which has been 
described? All persons w ho do not 
think that a plea of necessity (a very 
unfounded plea, however, in the 
present case), may be urged In fa- 
vour of the practice of positive evil, 
must allow, that every thing should 


1 . 

ve avoided by mothers and purses 
Which has atendenc y to che: ish and 
bring into activity that evil nature, 


which your readers at ‘jan will not 
deny that we all bring into the world. 
They will grant, therefore, that 
Nanny, or the cat. or the chair, are 
hot to be slafifed because they hap- 
pen to have displeased the ‘child. 

But must not we confine ourselves 
tomere abstinence from fostering 
evils? Is it not visionary and chi- 
merical to attempt to check bad tem- 

pers and habits, and to lay a lounda- 
‘lon for good ones? Or if an at- 
tempt of this kind be not altogether 
hopeless, is it not at least unneces- 
‘ary to make it at so cariy om, 
wien little suecess can be expected ; 
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and most advisable to defer it till the 
reason of the child is further advan- 
ced, and its ability to submit to dis- 
cipline is greater! My experience 
gives me a view of parental duty 
very different from that to which 
these questions would lead. ‘The 
Aimighty Creator very soon begins 
to unfold in man those intellectual 
and moral facuities which are des- 
tined, when rightly employed, to 
qualify him for the highest services 
joyments through the ages of 
In a few weeks after its 
birth, a child’s reason begins to 
dawn; and with the first dawn of 
reason ought to commence the moral 
culture which may be best suited to 
counteract the evils of its nature, 
and io prepare the way for that radi- 
cal change, that new birth promised 
in bapusm, and the dariing object 
of the hopes of every parent who 
looks on the covenants In that holy 
rite, not as forms, but as realities. 
Let me appeal to every mother who 
delights to view her infant as it lies 
in her lap, whether 1t does not soon 
begin to read ** the human face di- 
vine,” to recognize her smile, and to 
shew itseif sensible of her affection 
in the little arts she employs to en- 
tertain it. Does it not, in no long 
lime, return that smile, and repay 
her maternal caresses with looks and 
motions so expressive that she cane 
not mistake their import? She will 
not doubt, then, the importance of 
fostering in its bosom those bene- 
volent sympathies which delight 
her, by banishing from her nursery 
kely to counteract 

li net tolerate in a 
nurse that selfish indifference to the 
wants of an infant, which sometimes 
leaves it to cry while she finishes 
her breakfast, or chats with a com- 
panion. Much less will she tolerate 
passionate spatches, and scolding 
names, and hard and impatient tones 
of voice, in the management of her 
child. I may be pronounced fanci- 
ful, perhaps, but I certainly think it 
would be of importance to keep sour 
and ill-humoured faces out of anur- 


and e:; 
eternity. 


whatever is li 
them. She wi 
13 
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sery, even though such faces were 
not commoniy accompanied by cor- 
responding conduct. iam persuaded 
that 1 have seen a very bad etiect 
produced by a tace of this kind en 
the countenance and mind of an in- 
fant. Is it not reasouabie to sup- 
pose, that ii an Infant sympathises 
With a smiticy it may sy Mpa- 
thise with a scowl, and catch some- 
Wiat of the Inward disposition 
Which Gistorts the features of the 
nurse! ‘Thus begin the cilorts ot a 
parent to cherish all that 1s benevo- 
lent and affectionaie inthe bosum of 
achtid; and to preveat the growth 
of every thing of an opposite nature. 

Aud who shall presume to as 
limits to the importatice of such et- 
forts in the cducation of a being 
whose leading disposition, if it fui 
the will of its Maker, must, both 
through life and through all 

ty, be dove: 

But parental cares soon extend. 
Tn a short time, impatience and sclt- 
Isiiness shew themselves, and are ac- 
companied by fretfulness, ycalousy, 
anger, and envy. At so carly a 
period does invate corruption dis- 
play its powers, and call for the re- 
straining band ofa parent! But how 
are these evils tobe counteracted at 
ani age when both the bedy and miiud 
are so tender, and when neither ar 
guments por explanations can be 
understcod ? Undoubtedly pe Ge- 
licacy of treatmentis required. The 
character of the child must be stu- 
died ; and, if possible, such correc- 
tions of evils must be apptied as will 
not deeply wound its feclings. Itis 
surprising what female ingenulty, 
quickened by maternal teuderucss, 
will achieve in this way. Does a 
child, too young to listen to reason, 
want something it ought not to bane 
Its mother will suddenly turn its at- 
tention to another object, an thus 
prevent the rise of tmpreper tem- 
pers, or arrest them in their course 
Is it jealous of the attention shia to 
a brother? While she perseveres, 
perhaps, in shewing to the brother 
the kindness which has raised this 


also 
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jealousy, she will pour such a stream 
of affection on both the children as 
shali at once shew them how much 
each is the object of her love, and 
lead them by sympathy to teel a 
similar love ior each other. This 
Wili be the best antidote to jealousy. 
But cases wilh avise, in which, with 
wil ber ingenuity, she will not be able 
to ellect her purpose in this way, 
On such occasions, tt the child is tco 
youny lo uaderstand reason abd per- 
suaslon, Sle Will as Jur as possible 
shorten and sweeten its trial, but 
Without fostei: ing Had dispositiansis 
if itis a itttie Glider, sie 
turn the tilal to 
up to itsuch 


its DOSOM. 
vill endeavour to 
good . iccount,by hoiding 
Christian and filtal onia CS aS suilits 
capacity and character. These will 
be wecom pamed by such a descrip- 
tion and exempiificauion, on the one 
hand, of the etiects they ought to 
produce, und of tbe sunshite of soul 
to which they lead; and on the other, 
ofthe hatefuiness ot the faultin ques- 
tion, of the ubhappiness which must 
uttend the commission of it, and of 
tbe regret and bad consequences 
which must follow; as may, by God's 
help, prepare its tender mind for 
spiritual discrimination, and a sp itl- 
tual taste (if I may so spe ak), and 
elve Its fistant affections SOME bias 
on the side of God and duty. 

Bat how, some MAY ay 
how can this be cflected at so tende! 
anage? It seems to us Impossible. 
—DBelicve me, much may be cone; 
with very young children, by placing 
‘adually before them, with cheer 


pare nts 


ection, and in a spirit 
religious 


ot 
fuln ess and Ke 
SULEG to the 
tr wil is, associated es much as may be 
ine to their minds. 


OCC4SiON, 
with images pleas 
The appelations, God, and Jesus, 
mnade familiar 

und the awelling-plece 01 

these great Beings may be so pointeé 
out abd described ; and their powe! 
and their holiness, and more espe 
cially their love, may be so set forth 
and brought home to the feelings 
by Jittle and anple iHustrations: 
that, while the tender mind is imbv 
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ed with the first rudiments of reli- 
givus knowleaye, reverence and al- 


fection tor divine things shail, if 


God smile on the endeavour, be ex- 
ciicd MN the heart. but special care 
must be taken not to give fallguing 
jectures, hor to make too powerlul 
cails on the feeituges. “ Here a hue 
and there a littie,’’?’ must be the pa- 
ren’’s Mollo in Conveying Instruc- 
tion at ihis awe 5 and tor that little, 
the seasops must be chosen, when 
the chiid Is most likeiy to lend a 
willing car; and the subject must 
always be dropped belore 1 becomes 
tiresome, uniess there be some very 
pressing call for its being continued 3; 
in which case, indeed, the occasion 
iveif will generally Make it nterest- 
ing, Very shortand simple storics 
frow Lioly Writ may be employed 
Wih great advantage : as that of 
Jesus tak ng the little children in his 
arms, and biessing thei; that of 
his restorlng the widow’s son to iile ; 
aid mony others. Ti these are told 
ina cheerful manner, and with such 


E litte appropriate touches as will pre- 
B scntthe scene to the iNagipalion of 
B the child, they will seldom fail to de- 
plight it, and will be calied for again 


When they are fixed in 
its memory, itis evicent with what 
re keicrence may be 
made to them when the parent finds 


' . ‘ 
; is rTyt nay 
iCal AGVANTGC 


Poccusion to have recourse to dissua- 
Psion. or reproof, or exhortaticn. 


In conveying instruction, it is a 


Most tmportant point for the parent 


, See P “s . . . 
wWays to bear in mind, that far more 


pay be done by exciting the sym- 
PPethy of the chiid than by appealing 


lols reason. Vhines indeed should 


tlways be presented to it in the 


garb of truth and good sense 3 but, 


pvuless its feelings are in unison with 


NS convictions, it may be pertectly 
Persuaded of truths without being 


P +} . . 
Punenced by them ip practice. And 


how are the appropriate feelings to 
* excited in its bosom ? Chiefly by 
the feelines of the parent being in 


“Dison with the subject on which he 


alee . 
Peaks. Ys he dwelling on the 
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greatness of God, or on his all-see- 
ing eye, or on his eternity, or on his 
glory ? Le: his own heart harmonise 
with his lofty theme, and probably 
the right string in that of his child 
wiil vibrate. Is he describing the 
Divine love, and tenderness, and 
mercy, especially as exemplified in 
Jesus Christ? Hf his own feelings 
are impressed by the view of the 
picture he presents, those of his 
child are‘not likely to be altogether 
unmoved. But reverse the case as 
to the parent, and what Is to be ex- 
pected irom the child § Who can be 
so absurd as to hope, that, when re- 
livious truths are taughtas a school- 
master teaches the grammar, good 
impressions will be made on the 
heart § Do we see, in fact, that when 
the Catechism is so taught, any such 
impression is made?’ Step into a 
village school where that excellent 
compendium of our holy religion has 
been learnt merely as a task, and 
you will find the children as little 
aflected by its truths (even if they 
understand it) as they are by the 
lessons in their spelling-book. One 
would almost think that they con- 
ceived it pointed out the high privi- 
lezes and the sacred duties of the 
man in the moon, and that they had 
nothing to do with it but to get it by 
heart. Few, if any, parents, it is 
hoped, who make religion a branch of 
education,proceed in a way so utterly 
irrational as the generality of village 
schoolmusters ; but In whatever de- 
eree they approach to the village- 
school system, In that degree must 
they look for a similarresult. If 
“Si vis me flere, dolendum est 

Primum ipsi tibi,” 
be a just description of human na- 
iure, when applied to adults, it is 
doubly and trebly so in the case of 
chiidren. Adults have been used to 
attach certain feelings to certain cir- 
cumstances in life, and the recur- 
rence of the latter will do much to- 
wards exciting the former; but 
children have not yet learnt (except 
in some obvious instances) how the 
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events of life will influence their 
weliare, and therefore it is, no won- 
der that their feelings should not be 
excited, unui they see how others 
fee!. ‘he great Creator has ordain- 
ed, that in early childhood ali the 
powers and faculties of man are pla- 
ced under the guidance, and in a 
very great degrec under the forming 
hand, of his parents. His teelings 
are as ready as his inteliectual pow- 

ers to take the impression that may 
be gues them. Hew strong are the 
pr eyudices imbibed from parents 10 
early youth ! When pains are taken 
to produce a similarity, how strongiy 
do we see the prominent features in 
the souapundy habits, and 
parents reflected in their of spring ! 
A little gipsey Is cipsey In 
miniature. To am toid that amore 
the Gentoos a like similarity is very 
apparent; and I have myself been 
struck by it among the Quakers, a 
sect whom I by no ineans mention to 
dishonour. Why may not the potent 


1 le 
an aduict 


engine which procuces such strik- 
ing effects among these and other 
classes of men, and often promotes 


feelings and habiis adverse to good 
sense and propriety, to good order, 
or to true religion, be emploved in 
favour of the best interests of man, 
and the glory of God? To suffer it 
enrol lolly. But in fact 

iy idle. Some- 
thing or other ‘a will always 
be catching from their parents 5 and 
through the corrupt bias of human 
nature, they will be far more ready 
to catch the evil than the good: and 
even in ce 
not positively good, Ja parents, they 
will be verv it some turn, 
or associate it with some bad quali- 
> make it subservient 
to evil, What then is likely to be 
the effect of negligence in Unis great 
In trath, can we look around 

have lamentable proofs 


to fre idie, 1s 
wt \will »f 
tc Wiis NOC 
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be absolite! 
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vy, Wich may 


een” 
point: 


us, and 3 


of it an ae How many children of 
eood pa ‘rents do we sce imitating 
little In parental example but neglect 
of duty 1 In the pa rent, this neglect 
has been chiedy vistble perhaps in 
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education ; but the child, as might 
be expected, extends it much far. 
ther. Or, suppose the parent to be 
Jed by a blind fondness to humony 
cn child, to overlook his faults, and 
o allow himself to omit the present 
ioe of restraining and ruling him, 
under some vague hope that a sieve 
favourabie time will arrive for the 
exercise of his power, or that God 
will in his own time, by bis own pro- 
vidence, and the teaching of his own 
Spirit, correct the fauits which the 
father tolerates. Shall we not be 
extremely likely to find that a child 
so educated will chiefly resemble 
his parent ln giving way to seit-de- 
lusion and seil-induleence, and in 
indistinct and unsecriptural reliance 
on future providences,to the neglect 
of present dues £ But itis not only 
by copying his faults that a child de- 
rives evil from a parent: if care be 
nottaken, qualities and habits inno- 
cent, or 
SO Ca 


nendabic, will be 
unt or so imitated by the child 
as to adrulnister to the 
of his evil passions. Is the 
energetic ! Let him guard 
his child’s adopting his energy as an 
engine of pride or Vambition. | Is he 
jecose $ His playful humour may be 
imitated by the child for the purpose 
of putting by serious thought or vi 
fOrous application - or of indulging 
in ridicule or sauire ; or of practising 
tricks not consistent with simplicity 
and sincerity of character, and em- 
ployed probably for selfish purposes. 
Nay, uniess care be taken, piety 
itself in a parent, that child of Hes- 
ven, may iead to fanaticism, or cant 
or hy pocr isy inachild. ‘Tones: and 
eestures, which (though, as I think, 
to be avoided) are In the parent the 
froit of true communion with his 
Maker, often become quite disgust 
ing or pitiable in the child, not being 
connected with those deep deve 
tional feelings which can alone make 
them tole1 able ; ; or, if so connected 
being utterly unsuited to his age. 
This subject might be pursue’ 
further: but enongh has been said 
reflections of well- 
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meaning parents; and those refiec- 
sions Will naturally point to the par- 
Hicular circumstances of each indi- 
vidual, and be tar move uselul than 
any vaed I could add. Noone can 
deubt the deep 


jis power over the dispositions and 
ffections of his offspring. Andsince, 
in exercising that power, nolnlng 
will be so operative as his own ex- 
ample, how earnest should he be, 
that the Hight which shines forth 


from him may be the true light of 


the Gospel, purified as much as may 
be from every thing that may ob- 
scure or defile it! And also how 
earnest should he be to join to such 
in example a sagacious watchtul- 
ness, and even a holy jealousy, to 
prevent his child from misunder- 
standing his example, or the princi- 
and motives from which it 
springs; and to prevent a perverse 
or deceptious use being made of it! 


B. T. 


pies 


(To be continued.) 





To the E.litor of the Christian Observer. 
Ix your last Number, a correspon- 
‘ent, who signs hinaolf NICANDER, 
has Scenes us with some intelli- 
sent and useful remarks * on the 
wsumed Popularity of Evangelical 
Preaching.” His princ ipal aim is to 
shew, that the popularity so gene- 
tally attendant on an animated and 
laithful discharge of the Christian 
ministry is assumed and fallacious. 
To maintain his view of the matter, 
he has stated what he calls ‘ five 
irincifial causes of the modified po- 
pularity of evangelical preachi: : hd 
which, however, appear to me, even 
a Jowing them all the extent and 
Weight of operation Nicander him- 
‘cl can suppose, to be no other than 
imperfect, incidental, and, some of 


that attention and attachment which 
Fre almost invariably discovered to- 
‘ards a minister who does not “shun 
“declare the whole counsel of God.” 

imittine the influence of those sub- 
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respousibility of 
every parent to make a good use of 


them, very questionable sources of 
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ordinate causes which he has laid 
down, is it not still the fact, that the 
erand reason of theimpression which 
evangelical preaching produces, is 
to be found in the weighty, the so- 
lemn, the Interesting, the irresisti- 
ble tasport of the great truths which 
such a species of preaching con- 
veys! Is there not that in the Gos- 
pel of Christ which, independent of 
external circumstances, and in defi- 
ance of the determined hardness of 
the human heart, forces its way to 
the conscience £ Do not multitudes 
of men, who still persist in rejecung 
the direct and experimental purpose 
ofthe Bible, nevertheless feel them- 
selves bound, as by the spell of con- 
science, to attend constantly on reli- 
gious ordinances? In this lies the 
triumph of truth; here reigns the 
supremacy of religion ; even when 
that truth is secretly opposed, and 
that religion practically denied.— 
ivangelical preachers of the present 
day, like their apostolic predecessors, 
may say, * We are made manifest 
unto God, and I trust also are made 
manifest 72 your consciences.” 

Your correspondent, having stated 
his opinion how matters stand in the 
Establishment, wishes some compe- 
tent Dissenter to come forward and 
inform him, * whether, in their con- 
gregations, the indigent members 
exceed in numbers or spiritual ex- 
cellence the more affluent.” With- 
out pretending to any extraordinary 
means of information on the general 
state of the Dissenting Churches, I 
will satisfy his inquiry tothe best of 
my ability. One cannot but wish, 
indeed, that the question had beena 
litle more distinctly stated; for 
there is, at present, some uncertainty 
in fixing the design of the term “ In- 
digent,’ which he has introduced. 
Ii by this distunction he meant those 
who are totally or partially depen- 
dent on parochial aid for their sub- 
sistence, we can readily answer, that, 
in general, very few of this class are 
to be found among our regular wor- 
shippers ; and that for several obvi- 
ous reasons, such as sickness, ex- 
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treme old age, want of proper cloth- 
ing, abject de ravity, dependence on 
parish-officers, &c. &e. But if by 
indigent” is meant that large class 
of the population who, without any 
personal or hereditary property, are 
dependent on their manual fabour, 
or on the scanty profits of precarious 
business, the question Is again solv- 
ed without much difhcuity. Most 
certainly the indigeat ot this class 
form by far the major part of our 
congregauons in point ol * wader 5” 
and, in respect of * spiritual excel- 
lence,’ it mustin candour be acknow- 
ledged, that they, as a body, bear 
away the pala from * the more af- 
fluent”? members of our societies. 
Nor is it strange that it should be so ; 
considcring the intimate and dange- 
rous influence which worldly inter- 
course, fraud, and fashion pre-emi- 
nently exercise among the higher 
classes of Christian professors We 
can boast of * not a few names even 
in Sardis who have not defiled their 
garments.’? Yet, regarded compara- 
tively, there can be no doubt, that 
among us, spirituality, devotion, and 
practical godliness, prevail most 
among those who are * poor in this 
world, but rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom ”’ 

A DISSENTING MINISTER. 





To the Etitorof the Christian Observer. 
Brine a short time since engeged in 
reading Mr. Milner’s Ecclesiastical 
History of the Church of Christ, in 
the course of my progress through 
the work, my mind was repeatecly 
arrested by the demonstrative evl- 
dence of the powerful efficacy of Di- 
vine Grace, manifested in the hearts 
and lives of many illustrious charac- 
ters, not only inthe eariiest but sub- 


sequent ages of Christianity. Of 


those who were living witnesses for 
Christ, I have selected one, who 
seems to me to stand as a pre-emi- 
nent example to the young In every 
age, and especially to those in the 
higher ranksof society. Mr. Milner’s 
account of him, I bave transcribed 


Mr. Milner’s Account of Eleazar Count of Ariau. 
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for your use, ii you sould think pro. 
per to insert it. 
A TRANSCRIBER, 


‘*The accounts of individuals in 
the 14th century who truty feared 
Ged, and wrougat righteousness,” 
(said the late pious auinor) * are ex. 
treimely rare. One person I find on 
the continent, Wiio sceins Dot unWwor- 
thy of a place in these memotrs: | 
mean Eleazar Countot Arian,in Na- 
ples, born in 1295. At the age of 
twenty-three, he succeeded to bis ta- 
ther’s estate. Phat this youth, in very 
affluent circumstances, and at a time 
of life when the passions are usuaily 
strong, could support a cCoustant te- 
nor of devotion and religious serious 
ness till death, which took pice 
about five years alter, seems scarcely 
to have originated trom pitneipies 
lower than those of real Christianity. 
The regulations of his househoid are 
very remarkable 1 > cannot alicw 
any blasphemy in my house, nor any 
thing in word or deed which offends 
the laws of decorum. Lei the ladies 
spend the morning in reading and 
prayer, the afternoon at some work. 
Dice, and ail games of hazard, are 
prohibited. Let all persons in my 
house divert themselves at proper 
times, but never in a sinful manner. 
Let there be constant peace in my 
family ; otherwise two armies ale 
formed under my rool, and the mas 
ter is devoured by them both, Ifauy 
difference arise, jet not the sun go 
down upon your wrath. We must 
bear with something, if we have (0 
live among mankind. Such is oul 
frailty, we are scarcely in tune with 
ourselves a whole day 3 and ifa me 
lancholy humeur come on us, 
know not well what we would have 
Not to bear, and not to forgive, is ¢ 
abolical; to love enemies, and to do 
good for evil, is the mark ol the 
children of God. Every even!ns 
all my fanily shall be assembled # 
a godly conference, in which they 
shall hear something of God, 4 
salvation. Let none be absent 
pretence of attending to my affairs 
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1811.] Early Attempts for the Conversion of the Jews in England. 


I have no affairs so interesting to 
me, as the salvation of my domestics. 
I seriously forbid all injustice, which 
may cloak itself under colour of serv- 
ing me.’ ‘If IT feel an impatience 
under an affront,’ said he, on one oc- 
casion, ‘I look at Christ: Can any 
thing which I suffer, be like that 
which be endured for me’? Weare 
told that his conduct in life corres- 
ponded tothese maxims. ‘* I could 
not prevail in myself,” says Mr. Mil- 
ner, ** to pass over in slience sucha 
character as this, whom generai his- 
tory, full of the intrigues and am- 
biious enterprises of popes and 
princes, neither knows nor regards. 
God has his secret saints tn the dull- 
est seasons of his church, and L[lea- 
zi! seems to have been one of these. 
But he was soon removed from this 
vale of sorrow. His behaviour in 
his last iness was of a piece with his 
life. The history of our Saviour’s 
Passion was read to him daily, and 
his mind was consoled by chis means, 
amid the pains with which he was 
afflicted.” 


as 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Ir is pleasant to see the general 
union of Christians in the present 
day, for the diffusion of Christianity 
in all nations, and particularly among 
the Jews. I should be glad to con- 
tribute as IT am able to this work ; 
and having in my legal studies met 
with some information, which I 
think may be interesting to those 
who are studying the best welfare 
oithe posterity of Israe!, I commu- 
nicate it for the general good. 

In an old and valuable law book 
(Molloy de Jure Maritimo), we have 
a short account of the Jews, who 
Were In those days the chief mer- 
chants. Among other things, after 
relating many cruel statutes which 
had been enacted against them, and 
Many persecutions they had suffered 
in this country, he gives the follow- 
ing statement of what was done for 
the benefit of converted Jews. 

Christ. Obsery, No. 118. 
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“ King Henry the Third, finding 
that many of the Jews were convert- 
ed to the Christian faith, but yet were 
notwithstanding persecuted by their 
brethren, erected a convenient house 
and church, with all necessary accom- 
modations, and called it by the name 
of the “House ot Converts ;” in 
which place, if any would live a re- 
tired lite, they had all accounmoda- 
tions granted them for their lives : 
which place continued a house of 
alms, and receptacle for the converted 
Jews, constantly down till the 18th 
Edward IL]. ; and then there proved 
a failure of such converts, and the 
place became empty and ruinous: 
Whereupon that prince, in the 18th 
year of his reign, granted the same 
house to other poor people who had 
nothing to live on, with the benefit 
and accommodation of the gardens 
and other things, and an alms ofa 
penny a day out of the Exchequer to 
each poor person: which place one 
Wm. de Bunstal, being made Guar- 
dian, and likewise at that time Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, afterwards obtained 
leave of that king to aunex the same 
house and chapel ofthe convertsto ‘he 
Master and his successors for ever. 

‘Tne constitution of this society 
(when it was in being) was pursuant 
to the canon law; for by that it was 
decreed, Reciting that in regard the 
companies of evil men do oftentimes 
corrupt even the good, how much 
more then those who are prone to 
vices? Let, therefore, the Jews who 
are converted to the Christian faith 
have no further communion hence- 
forth with those who still continue 
in their old Jewish rites, lest perad- 
venture they should be subverted by 
their Jewish society. Therefore we 
decree, That the sons and daughters 
of those Jews who are baptized, and 
that do not again involve themselves 
in the errors of their parents, shal] be 
separated from their company, and 
placed with Christian men and wo- 
men fearing God, where they may be 
well instructed, and grow in faith and 
Christian manners. And further, by 


the same council it was decreed, 
4N 
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That if a Jew should have a wife 
converted to the faith, they should 
be divorced ; unless upon admoni- 
tion the husband would follow.” 


It was gratifying to me to meet 
with this passage ; and I doubt not 
many of your readers will also re- 
ceive pleasure from seeing that, 
amidst the cruelties exercised upon 
the Jews, there were some who 
soughi their spiritual good, and that 
royalty itself patronised their bene- 
volent plans. It does not appear that 
the time for the restoration of Israel 
had then arrived: we hope that a 
brighter day is now dawning upon 
Judea, and that the Sun of righ- 
teousness wiil soon arise to disperse 
the long and dreary darkness. 

We talk of this being a day of the 
revival of religion ; and so it is, when 
we look at the cold and dark night 
that is past; but O how little are 
even the most fervent awakenedtoa 
due sense of that which is emphati- 
cally called the travail of the Re- 
deemer’s soul! If we were to com- 
pare our times with those of the pri- 
nitive Christians, we should discover 
how litle (rather than how much) we 
have of a zeal for our Saviour’s ho- 
hour. kk. B. 


To the Editor of the Chistian Observer. 


Tuk following ete mns are part of an 
tnitended shen, appropriate to the 
sundays and principal Holydays of 
ihe year; connected in some degree 
with their particular Cellects and 
Gosvels, and designed to be sung be- 

tween the Nicene Creed and the Ser- 
mon.— The effect of an arrangement 
of this kind, though anly partially 
adopted, is very striking in the Ro- 
mish litursy ; and its place should 
seem to be very imperfectly supplied 
by a few verses of a Psalm, entirely 
unconnected with the peculiar devo- 
tions of the day, and selected at the 
discretion of aclerk or organist. On 
the merits of the present imperfect 
essays, the author ts unaffectedly dif- 


Hynins appropriate to the Sundays and principal Holydays. 





[ Oct. 


fident; and as his labours are inten- 
ded for the use of his own congrega- 
tion, he will be thankful for any sug- 
gestion which may advance or cor- 
rect them. In one respect at least, 
he hopes that the following poems 
will not be found reprehensible ;— 
no fulsome or indecorous language 
has Ween knowingly adopted: no 
crotic addresses to Him whom no 
unclean lip canapproach; noallegory 
ill understood, and worse applied. 
It is not enough, in his opinion, to 
object to such expressions, that they 
are fanatical: they are positively 
profane. When our Saviour wason 
earth, and in great humility conver: 
sant with mankind; when he sat at 


the tables, and washed the feet, and: 


healed the diseases of his creatures; 
yet did not his disciples give him any 
more familiar namethan Master, or 
Lord. And now, at the right hand 
of his Father’s Majesty, shall we 
address him with ditties of embraces 
and passion, or language which it 
would be disgraceful in an earthly 
sovereign to endure? Such expres- 
sions, it is said, are taken from 
Scripture: but even if the original 
application, which is often doubtful, 
were clearly and unequivocally as- 
certained, yet though the collective 
Christian church may very properly 
be personified as the spouse ol 
Christ, an application of such lan- 
enage to individual belicvers is as 
dangerous as It Is absurd and unat- 
thorized. Nor is it going too far to 
assert, that the brutalities of a com- 
mon swearer can hardly bring reli- 
gion into more sure contempt, o 
more scandalously profane the Name 


which is above every name in hea- 


ven and earth, than certain epithets 
applied to Christ in our popular col- 
lections of religious poetry. 


D. R. 


ADVENT SUNDAY.—J att. XXI. 


HOSANNA to the living Lord! 
Hosanna to the incarnate Word! 
Hosanna in the earth be said, 


And in the heaven which he hath made; 
Hosanna ° / 
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Hosanna, Lord! thine angels cry; 

Hlosanna, Lord ! thy saints reply ; 

Above, beneath us, and around, 

‘Yhe dead and living swell the sound: 
Hosanna ! 


Oh, Master! with parental care, 

Return to ubis thine house of pray’r; 

Asscinbied in thy sacred name, 

Where two or three thy promise claim. 
Hosanna ! 


But, chiefest, in our empty breast, 

Eternal! bid thy Spirit rest, 

And cleanse our secret soul, to be 

A temple pure and worthy thee ! 
Hosanna ! 


So, in the last and dreadful day, 

When heaven and earth have past away, 

Phy rescued flock, and freed from sin, 

Shall once again their song begin : 
Hosanna ! 


Sd <UNDAY IN ADVENT.—Lufe XXi. 


IN the sun, and moon, and stars, 
Signs and wonders shall there be ; 

Earth shall quake with inward wars, 
Nations with perplexity. 


Soon shall ocean’s hoary deep, 
Tost with stronger tempests, rise ; 
Wider storms the mountain sweep ; 
Louder thunder rock the skies ! 


Evil thoughts shall shake the proud, 
Racking doubt and restless fear ; 
And, amid the thunder cloud, 
Shall the Judge of meu appear! 


But, though from that awful face 
Heaven shall fade and earth shall fly, 
Fear not ye, his chosen race ; 
Your redemption draweth nigh ! 


» ; 
Sd SUNDAY IN ADVENT.—JZatt. xi. 


OH Saviour! is thy promise fled, 
Nor longer might thy grace endure, 
To heal the sick, and raise the dead, 
And preach thy Gespel to the poor ? 


Come, Jesus! come! return again ; 

With brighter beam thy servants bless ; 
Who long to greet thy perfect reign, 

And share thy kingdom’s happiness !— 


A feeble race, by passion driven, 

In darkness and in doubt we roam, 
And lift our anxious eyes to heaven, 

Our hope, our harbour, and our home. 


Come, Jesus! come! and, as of yore 
Thy prophet went to clear the way, 
A harbinger thy feet before, 
A dawning to thy brighter day ; 


So now may Grace with heavenly shower 
Our stony hearts for truth prepare ; 

Sow in our souls the seed of power, 
Thencome ! and reap thy harvestthere! 


4th sUNDAY 1N ADVENT.— Yon i. 
Twe Lord shallcome! theearth shall quake; 
The hills their fixed seat forsake; 

And, withering from the vauit of Night, 
The stars shall pale their feeble light. 


The Lord shall come! but not the same 
As once in lowly guise he came ; 

A silent lamb before his foes, 

A weary man, and full of woes. 

The Lord shall come! a dreadful form, 
With rainbow wreathe, and robes of storm ; 
On cherub wings, and wing's of wine ; 
Anointed Judge of human kind. 

** Can this be he, who wont to stray 

* A pilgrim on the world’s highway ; 

** Opprest by power, and mock’d by pride ; 
**O God! is this the Crucified ?” 

Go, tyrants, to the rocks complain, 

And seek the mountains’ shade in vain ! 
But Faith, ascending from the tomb, 

Shall shouting sing “ The Lord is come !” 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Many persons having been much 
interested by reading, in the Obitu- 
ary of the Christian Observer for 
May last, the affecting circumstance 
of a young man’s selecting his own 
epitaph, six weeks before his death, 
and frequently reading it, I have 
sent you a copy, if you think it wor- 
thy of insertion. BOW. 


Enitaph in Paddington Church-yard, 
referred toin the Christian Obser- 
ver for May last, page 331. 


BASIL OWEN WOODD, 


Eldest Son of 
The Rev Basil Woodd, 
Died March the 19th, 1811, iat. 23. 
FAREWELL! BUT NOT FOR EVER! 


The following lines were selected by 
himself. 


In youth’s gay prime, for earthly joys I 
sought ; 

But heaven and my immortal soul forgot. 

In riper days, affliction’s smarting rod, 

By Grace Divine, taught me to know my 
Gon. 
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The change 1 bless’d with my expinng 
breath, 

Ascribing life to that which caus’d my 
death, 

Farewell, vain world! my soul, exult and 
sing ! 





* Ihe deceased sclected the above lines 
for his own epitaph, six weeks before his 
death ; had them pinned up over the 


_- — 
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Grave, where’s thy victory now? Death, 
where’s thy sting ?* 

The wages of sin is death ; the gift of Godis 

eteriia! life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 


— ——— 


chimney-piece in his chamber ; and wouid 


frequently read them with great feeling, so. 
lemuity, and gratitude, 


’ 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Select Homities of the Church of 
England, apfieinied to be read ta 
Churches in the Time of Quen Lil- 
zabeth, and no less suituble for 
Villages and famihes. Loudon: 
Williams. 1811. 12mo. pp. 252. 
Price Ss. 6d. 


Turs little volume contains a selec- 
tion of sixteen from the thirty-three 
Homiiics publisned by authority. 
Those which have been selected, 
have a more direct reference to the 
fundamental truths ot Christianity 
than the others, and may certainly 
be considered as the most suitable 
for general use. The subjects of 
which they treat, are, The Reading 
and Knowledge of Holy Scripture ; 
the Misery of Man, and his Con- 
demnation by Sin; the Salvation of 
Mankind from Sin and Death by 
Christ; the true, lively, Christian 
Faith; Good Works annexed to Faith; 
Christian Love and Charity ; the 


+ 
Qf 


Danger of faliing from God; the 
Fear of Death; Prayer; the Time 
and Place of Prayer; the Nativity of 
fesus Christ; the Passion of Jesus 
Christ; the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; the Descent and Gifts of the 
Hoiy Ghost; that all good Things 
come from God; Repentance and 
true Reconciliation unto God. This 
specication will enabie our lay 
readers, who are as yet strangers to 
those invaluable relics of the piety of 
our reformers. the Homilies of the 
(church. to formsome estimate of the 
instruction and edification which are 


likely to be derived from the volume 


,ow brought to their notice. As fo; 
our Cicrical readers, we take it for 
wianted that they are all in posses- 
sion of the entire volume of the Ho- 
miliics, and are also faiolilarly ac- 
quainted wiih its contents. But we 
are far from thinking that ab intimate 
Luowledge of these writings should 
be coniined to the clergy. On the 
contrary, we think that no member 
of the Church of England, who can 
afford it, should be unturnished with 
the compiete collection of these mo- 
numents of our ancient faith: atthe 
same time, for the sake of those to 
whom such a purchase might be in- 
convenient, we rejoice that so many 
of them are now published at a price 
which renders them accessible to all 
who are not of the very lowest class 
in society. We teel very desirous, 
however, that the benefit should be 
extended much farther; and that 
even the poorest member of our 
church should be admitted to a pat 
ticipation of those rich treasures of 
scriptural knowledge, and genuine 
piety, which the Homilies contain. 
We would therefore recommend tt; 
to ail who are in the habit of furnish- 
ing the poor with edifying books, to 
receive this cheap volume into the 
list of those which they circulate 
most extensively. Why, indecd; 
might not the Homilies be published 


in separate tracts, and widely ds 


persed among the poor? Each ol 
them might be comprised In about a 
sheet of letter-press, and sold for @ 
penny or three half-pence ; and thelr 
ceneral circulation would doubtless 
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strengthen the claims of the churclr 
to the veneration and attachment of 
her children. In this case, there are 
several, omitted in the present selec- 
tion, Which might be beneficially 
published, at least in an abstracted 
form; those namely against Swear- 
ing and Perjury, against Adultery, 
against Strife and Contention, against 
Gluttony and Drunkenness, against 
excess of Apparel against Idleness ; 
those aiso on civil Obedience, on the 
Rirht Use of the Church, on Alms- 
deeds, and on the worthy Receiving 
oithe Sacrament. 

And here we would ask, is it not a 
somewhat opprobrious reflection on 
the zeal of the dirnitaries, clergy, and 
wealthier lay-members of the Esta- 
blishinent, that, though furnished by 
our ancestors with such means of uni- 
versal edification as the Homilies of 
the Charch supply, we should for 
many years past have treated them 
with neglect, except when wan:ed 
for controversial purposes ; and that, 
while the writings of the Puritan di- 
vines are to be found in almost every 
Village and hamlet in the kingdom, 
the writings of our own Reformers, 
the founders and fathers of our 
church, expressly designed for the 
Instraction of the poor and ignorant, 
should be altogether unknown to the 
great mass of our population ? 

Let us not here, however, be 
thought to object to the circulation 
of the excellent practical writings of 
sich men as Howe, Baxter, Owen, 
Mavel, Henry, or Doddridge. We 
think that their circuiation cannot be 
too widely extended. But why should 
ourowndivines, whose works breathe 
no less of piety, and the congeniality 
of whose sentiments on all points 
with our own, render them, on the 
whole, less exceptionable guides ; 
why should they be thrown aside us 
's¢less rubbish? Why should not 
our Homilies, why should not the 
Writings ofour Halls, our Hopkinses, 
“nd our Beveridges, contribute, in a 
cheap and circulable form, to the ge- 
eral stock of improvement ?—Is it 
ot Somewhat remarkable, not to re- 
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peat the term opprebricus, that while 
there is scarcely a bookselier’s shop 
in acountry town, or the pack ot a 
hawker, which Is not crammes with 
halfpenty and penny tracts, cut from 
the massy works of the most estcem- 
ed dissenting divines, we should in 
vain inguire for tracts of a sit.ilar 
description drawn from the inex- 
haus ible stores of our own church 
To what is this to be attributed, but 
to the lamentable wantof zeal in the 
best of causes which pervades the 
Establishment? There is no end, in- 
deed, to our violent and acrimoiulous 
attacks «n Methodists and Dissen- 
ters, nor to our querulous reflecuons 
respecting their progress: here: ur 
zeal is fuily awake. But we hesitate 
not to say, that such modes of pro- 
ceeding have ever been found, and 
will ever be found, to be worse than 
useless. They add to the evil which 
they are intended to cure. They are 
unhaliowed weapons, which cannot 
possibly serve the cause of the 
Church, built as it is on the founda- 
iion of the Apostles and Prophets. 
If but half the zeal which flows in 
this noxious channel were directed 
to the diffusion, among all classes of 
society, and especially among the 
poor, of such sound religious know- 
ledge as our Homilies convey, we 
should have comparatively little 
cause to whine over the progress of 
Methodists and Dissenters. Their 
progress, indeed, we regard as an 
evil, or not, eccordiny to circum. 
stances. Phe religion of Methodists 
and Dissenters we coubtless think 
very inferior to that ot the Church of 
England; but we think it infinitely 
preferable to no reiigion, or even to 
those heathen ethics; or to those 
cold, heartless, barren generalities, 
but iittle raised above heathen ethics; 
which too many in the present 
day substitute for the true, spiritual, 
eflicacious, life-giving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. For ourselves, we are 
free to own, that, until the great 
body of our clergy, both high and 
low, shell apply themselves, with 
zeal and diligence, to the careful in- 
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struction of their people In sound 
religious knowledge ; until they 
shall generally feei the awiul respon- 
sibility which attaches to those who 
neglect that cure of souls which they 
have undertaken; unul they shall 
learn to be “ instant in season and 
out of season,” in public and in 
private, in building up their flock 
through faith and holiness unto eter- 
nal salvation; we cannot condemn, 
with the same severity of censure 
as some of our brethren, the efforts 
which are made, whoever the parties 
may be who make them, to supply 
our lack of service. We would glad- 
ly render, if we could, their intrusion 
unnecessary 3 but if, through our 
supineness, any part of the Jand 
should remain in ignorance of what 
it most concerns man to know, we 
dare not load with abuse those who 
may labour in our stead to remove 
that ignorance. Their methods of 
teaching, we admit, may be liable to 
many objections. ‘These, in the 
spirit of Christian meckness, we 
should do well, by appeals to reason 
and Scripture, to point out, and to en- 
deavour to guard our people against. 
Their motives, in many cases, may 
alsobe questionable. Sull, if by their 
instrumentality the knowledge of 
Christ and of his saivation is extend- 
ed to places to which it would not 
otherwise have reached, we must and 
will rejoice. What avails it that 
every parish in the kingdom has its 
regularly constituted pastor, if 


The hungry sheep lock up and are not fed ? 


What avail to the people ofa parti- 
cular parish our aucust hierarchy, 
our scriptural creed, our admirable 
liturgy ; ifthe man who is appointed 
to minister to them the bread of life 
is unfaithful to his trust, if his love 
be cold, his zeal Jukewarm, and his 
very principles unsound ¢ O for the 
revival among us, and especiaily 
among our bishops and clergy, of 
the spirit which animated the first 
promulgators of the Gospel, and the 
venerable reformers ofourown land! 
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We do not deny, indeed, that the 
state of the church has greatly im. 
proved even In the present day ; and 
that perhaps at no preceding period, 
since the reign of the first Charles, 
has there been among its ministers, 
agreater proportion of able and faith- 
ful men. Still we do not keep pace 
in this respect with the exigency of 
the times. The fields are ripe for the 
harvest; but our labourers, those at 
least who are disposed to bear the 
burden and heat of the day, are too 
few to occupy the ground: others, 
therciore, naturally enter upon it. 
For this we know no remedy but an 
increase of piety, and zeal, and pa- 
tient industry among the clergy, 
May the great Head of the church 
pour out his spirit upon them from 
on high, that our repreach 1n this 
particular may be taken away, and 
that our Jerusalem may become, 
what she is so eminently calculated 
to become, “a praise in the earth.” 

We have becn insensibly led into 
this digression, but we now return 
from it to the work before us. The 
preface by the present editor states, 
what is generally known, that the 
first part of the Homilies appeared 
in the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
and is supposed to have been written 
by Cranmer assisted by Latimer. 
The second part, published early in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, is at- 
tributed chiefly to Bishop Jewel. A 
copy of these Homilies was given to 
every parish priest in the kingdom, 
who was commanded to read them 
diligently and distinctly, that they 
might be understood by the people. 
We cannot help wishing that the 
same practice were revived in the 


present day, at least among those - 


orthodox divines who assume that 
they only are (rue churchmen. ‘They 
would thus afford a pregnant proo! 
of their churchmanship ; and we are 
persuaded that their professed object 
of upholding the church would thus 
be far more effectually answered 
than it will ever be, either by their 
own frigid expositions of Christal 
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doctrine, or by their more animated, 
but equally unprofitable comments 
on Methodists, Dissenters, and Gos- 
pel ministers.* 

The editor has favoured us with 
the testimony of two modern pre- 
lates, the late Bishop of St. David’s 
and the present Bishop of Lincoln, 
infavour of the Homilies. Speaking 
of the doctrines of grace, justitica- 
tion by faith, &c. the former says, 
« These doctrines are delivered with 
admirable perspicuity and precision 
in the Homilies of our church on 
these subjects; The Misery of all 
Mankind ; the Salvation of Mankind 
by Christ; the true, lively, and 
Christian Faith; and good Works 
annexed to Faith. These discourses | 
would carnestly recommend to your 
trequent study, as an unexceptiona- 
ule summary of doctrine upon these 
important points, and an excellent 
model for popular instruction.’ In 
this eulogium, we most entirely con- 
cur with this departed prelate. 

We are still more anxious, how- 
ever, to avail ourselves of the favour- 
ible testimony of the present Bishop 
oi Lincoln, to these “ very extraordi- 


_ lary compositions,” as he calls them, 


“when compared with the age in 
which they were written.’ The 
bishop, it is true, a little qualifies his 
commendation, (we donot blame him 
or so doing) ; “ perhaps every argu- 
nent and expression in them is not 
‘obe approved.” But he adds, **who- 
soever will peruse them with can- 
vourand attention, will be convinced 


t 


Le . 
Mat they contain a godly and whole- 
some doctrine.” + Our solicitude in 


* Lest the objects of this remark should 
‘mistaken by our readers, we think it 
"shtto advertise them, that the persons we 
“ave IN view, are such writers as those who 
vere engaged in a work lately deceased, 
falled the Orthodox Churchman’s Mavra- 
i or who are engaged in another work 
¥aich still continues to subsist, called the 
Miyjacobin Review ;—Such sermonizers, 
ilso, as Sydney Smith, Dr. Bidlake, Dr. 
Gleig, &e.; and such pamphleteers as Mr. 
Spry, Mr. Svkes, Kc. &e, 

{ Elements of Christian Theology, vol. ii. 
296, 
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this instance arises from the entire 
conviction which we feel, that in 
these oracular writingsotourchurch, 
a very powerful antidote is provided, 
to what we must, with all due defe- 
rence, consider as unscriptural, and 
therefore as pernicious, in the pro- 
ductions of the Bishop himself. 

In thus setting the Homilies in op- 
position to the Bishop of Lincoln, we 
wre not to be understood as meaning 
to affirm, or even to insinuate, that 
the Homilies are Calvinistic. On 
the contrary, we have no hesitation in 
saying, that we cannot discover, in 
any purt of these wriungs, a single 
expression which can be regarded as 
exclusively Calvinistic. There are 
even one or two passages which ap- 
pear to have an opposite leaning ; 
though even these are of doubtful 
import, as affecting the questions at 
issue between Calvinists and Armi- 
nians. With such admirable wisdom 
and moderation, have these popular 
formulavies of Christian instruction 
been framed, that all, who take the 
Scripture for their guide, may meet 
together to be built up by them in 
their most holy faith, however they 
may differ from each other on the 
abstruse and unessential questions 
which the consideration of predesti- 
nation involves; and will find the 
edification they are in quest of, with- 
out having their minds, for one mo- 
ment, disturbed by controversial 
niceties or unprofitable speculations. 

But if we donot regard the Homi- 
lies as Calvinistic, which we cer- 
tainly do not, how ts it, it may be 
asked, that we should set them in op- 
position to the Lishop of Lincoln, 
whose fast work, at least, isa pro- 
fessed refutation of Calvinism? To 
this we reply, as we have already 
done, that had the Bishop confined 
himself to the prosecution of his 
hrofessed object, we should have had 
comparatively little to say respecting 
his labours. But the Bishop’s mts- 
fortune, and ours too, (for we are 
really concerned to appear as the 
antagonists of his lordship), is this, 
that he has confounded with the pe- 
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culiarities of Calvin what appear to 
us, and, as he will find, to many ex- 
ceitent persons, as well Arminians 
as Calvinists, to be the essential pe- 
culiarities of the Chrisuan  tatth. 
Our difference with him is neither 
more nor less than this. And in 
Malpiaining our own opinions against 
so powerful an opponent, we cannot 
but rejoice in calling to ouraid those 
writings of our venerable church, 
respecting walch every bishop, and 
every priest, and every deacon of 
that church, has soiemnly declared 
his velief, that they contain * a godly 
and wholesome doctrine.”’ 

Whoever has read our review of 
the Bishop of Lincein’s book, in our 
last number, will be at no loss to re- 
collect what the points are on which 
we conceive that he and the Homilies 
are ut issue. Tiey are those of ori- 
ginal singor human depravity ; the 
influences of the Holy Spirit; justi- 
ficstion 5 faith and good works. We 
do noi mean to say, that the Bishop 
denies. In terms, any of these doc- 
trines; but we think that he has so 
stated them, as to produce, on the 
whole, a view of theirimport, and of 
their practical bearings, very dissi- 
milar to that which is given iu the 
sermons now under review. Our 
extracts from these sermons, there- 
fore, while they wiil be directed to 
the instruction and edification of our 
readers, will atso have an especial 
reference to the contrariety which 
we have asserted to exist between 
the Bishop and the Church of Eng- 
land. As the subject is highly im- 
portant, our readers will excuse the 
length of those extracts. Consider- 
ing, however, the source from which 
they are taken, they ought to require 
no apology with any member of the 
Church of England. 

Our first extracts will be on the 
subject of the sinfulness of man. 

“ The Scripture shutteth up all under sin, 


that the promise by the faith of Jesus Christ 
should be given unto them that believe. St. 


[ Oct, 


Paul in many places painteth us out in oy, 
colours, Calling us the ‘children of the wrat) 
of God,’ when we be born: saying also, 


that we ‘cannot think a good thougit o 


ourselves,’ much less can we Say wel) op 
do well of ourselves.” Homily on the Mise. 
ry of Man, p. 29. 

* so doth blessed St. John the eVaiige. 
list, in the name of himseit, and of al! ociiey 
holy men, (be they never so just), Make this 
open confession: * if we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
notin us: if we acknowledge our sins, God 
is faithful and just to forgive us OUr sins, 
and to cleause us from ali unrighteousness, 
If we say we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is notin us” Where. 
fore the Wise man, in the book called Eccle. 
Siustes, Maketh this true and general con. 
fession, ‘Chere is not one just man upon 
the earth that doeth good and sinneth not,” 
Homily on the Misery of Man, p. 26. 

* Our Saviour Christ saith, © There is 
none good but God :’ and that we can do 
nothing that 1s good without him, nor can 
‘any man come to the Father but by him, 
He commandeth us also to Say, that * we be 
unprofitable servants, when we have done 
allthat we can do.” Homily on the Mise. 
ry of Man, p. 26. 

“ tor of ourselves we be crab trees, that 
can bring forth no apples. We be of our. 
selves of such earth, as can but bring forth 
weeds, nettles, brambles, briers, cockle, 
and darnel. Our fruits be declared in the 
fifth chapter to the Galatians. We have 
neither faith, charity, hope, patience, chias- 
tity, nor any thing else that good is, but of 
God ; and therefore these virtues be called 
there the fruits of the Holy Ghost, and not 
the fruits of man. Let us therefore ac. 
knowledge ourselves before God (as we le 
indeed) miserable and wretched sinners, 
And let us earnestly repent, and humble 
ourselves heartily, and cry to God for mer: 
cy. Let us all confess with mouth and 
heart that we be full of imperfections: le 
us know our own works, of what imperfec- 
tion they be, and then we shall not stand 
foolishly and arrogantly in our awnconceits, 
nor challenge any part of justification by 
our merits or works.” Homily on the Me 
sery of Man, pp. 27, 28. J 

‘Thus we have heard how evil we be 
oureclves ; how of ourselves, and by out 
selves, we have no goodness, help, or salvi- 
tion, but contrariwise, sin, damnation an 
deatheverlasting : which if we deeply weip" 
and consider, we shall the better undersi2" 
the great mercy of God, and how our sé 
vation cometh only by Christ. Forin ou 
selves (as of ourselves) we find noth"; 
whereby we may be delivered from this 
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miserable captivity, into the which we are 
cast, through the envy of the devil, by 
breaking of God’s commandment in our 
first parent Adam. We are all ‘become 
unclean ;? but we all are not able to cleanse 
ourselves, nor to make one another clean, 
We are by nature ‘the children of God’s 
wrath ” but we are not able to make our- 
selves the children and inheritors of God’s 
clory, We are ‘sheep that run astray :’ but 
we cannot of our own power come ag: 1in to 
the sheepfold, so great is our imperfection 
and weakness. In ourselves, therefore, may 
we not glory v, which of ourselves, are xo- 
thing but sinful : neither may we rejoice if 
any works thet we do, all which be so im- 
perfect and i impure, that they are not able 
to stand before the rigiite ous judg ment-seat 
of God, as the holy prophet David saith, 
‘Enter not into judgment with thy servant, 
O Lord! for no man that liveth shall be 
found righteous in thy sight.? To God, 
therefore, must we flee, or else shall we 
never find peace, rest, and quietness of con- 
science in our hearts. For he is ‘the Father 
of mercies, and God of all consolation’? He 
isthe Lord, with whom is ‘ pienteous re- 
demption ’ he is the God, which of ‘his 
own mercy saveth us,’ and setteth out his 
charity and exceeding love towards us, in 
that of his own voluntary goodness, when 
we were perishing, he saved us, and provid- 
ed an everlasting kingdom for us. And all 
these heavenly tre auates are given us, not 
for our own deserts, merits, or good decds 

ich of ourselves we have none) but of 
i mere mercy freely. And for whose sake ? 
lruly for Jesus Christ’s sake, that pure and 
iidehted Lamb of God. He is that dearly 
Di loved d Sox, for whose sake God is fuily pa- 
Sa ished, and set at one with man. 
ie is the £ Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sins of the work?” Homily on the AL:- 

ery of Man, pp. 28—30. 

“Hitherto we have heard what we are 
af Rae ie ; very sinful, wretched, and 
damns able. Again, we have heard how that 
oF ourscives, and by ourselves, we are not 
able either to t ~ a good thought, or work 

rood deed; s ) that we can find in our 
scives no hope of salvat ion, but rather what- 
vever maketh unto our dé estruc tion, Again, 

‘ have heard the te: kindness and 
reat mercy of God the F nek er towards us, 
and how he nehicial he 1s to. us ior Christ’s 
sake, Without Gur merits or deserts, even of 
WS Own mere mere y and tender rosdness. 
Moinily on tie Misery o ‘AMan i) 3h 
“Let us also ack: ede Fons the exce aati 


cited, 


35 


mercy of God towards us, and coniess, that 


‘s of ourselves cometh : all evil and damna- 
ON; so likewise of him cometh all eood- 
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ness and salvation, as God himself saith by 
the prophet Hosea, ‘ O Israel, thy destruc. 
tion cometh of thyself: but in me is thy 
help and comfort.” Homily on the AdLisery 
of Man, p. as 

«* Among all the creatures that God made 
in the beginning of the world, most excel- 
lent and wonder ful in their kind, there was 
none, as the Scripture beareth witness, to 
be compared almost in any point unto man, 
who, as well in body as soul, exceeded all 
other, no less than the sun in brightness and 
light exceedeth every small and little star 
in the firmament. He was made according 
to the image and similitude of God, he was 
endued with all kind of heavenly gifts, he 
had no spot of uncleanness in him, he was 
sound and perfect in all parts, both out ward- 
ly and inwardly, his reason was uncorrupt, 
his understanding was pure and good, his 
will was obedient and godly : he was made 
altogether ike unto God in righteousness, 
and holiness, in wisdom, In truth; to be 
short, in all kind of perfection.” Homily on 
the Nativity, pp. 142, 143. 

‘© But as the common nature of all men 
is, in time of prosperity and wealth, to for- 
get not only themselves, but God ; even so 
did this first man Adam, who having but 
one commandment at God’s hand, namely, 
that he should not eat of the fruit of know- 
ledge of good and ill, did notwithstanding, 
most unmindfull ly, or rather most wilfully 
break it, in forgetting the strait charge of 
his Maker, and giving ear to the crafty. sug 
gestion of that wicked serpent, the devil. 
Whereby it came to pass, that as before he 
was blessed, so now he was accursed; 
before he was loved, so now he was abhor- 
red ; as before he was most beautiful and 
precious, so now he was most vile and 
wretched in the sight of his Lord and Ma. 
ker: instead of the mage of God, he was 
now become the image of the devil; instead 
of the citizen of heaven, he was become the 
bond-slave of hell, having in himself no one 
part of his former purity ‘and cleanne ss, but 
being altogether spotted and defiled ; inso- 
much, that now he seemed to be nothing 
else but a lump of sin, and therefore, bv 
the just judgement of God was condemned 
to everlasting death. This so great and mi- 
serable a plague, if it had only rested on 
Adam, who first offended, it had been so 
much the easier, and might the better have 
been borne. But it fell not only on him, but 
also on his posterity and children for ever, 
so that the whole brood of Adam’s flesh 
should sustain the scif-same fall and punish- 
ment, Which their forefather by his offence 
most justly bad deserved,”— Homily on the 
Nativity, pp. 143, 144, 

40 








The next series of extracts shail 
refer to the subject of Divine influ- 
ences, on which the Homilies are 
equally full and explicit. 


“Where the Holy Ghost worketh, there 
nothing is impossible, as may further also 
appear by the inward regeneration and sanc- 
‘Slenticn: of mankind. wWhen Christ said to 
Nicodemus, § Unicss a man be born anew, 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter in- 
to the kingdom of God,’ he was greatly 
amazed in his mind, and began to reason 
with Christ, demanding ¢ how aman might 
be born which was old ? Can he enter,’ saith 
he, § into his mother’s womb again, and so 
be born anew ? Behold a , oeny 
a fleshly and carnal man. » had little or 
no intelligence of the oly Ghost, and 
therefore he goeth bluntly to work, and ask- 
eth how this thin; « were possible to be true: 
whereas otherwise, if he had known the 
great power of the Holy Ghost in this be- 
half, that itis he which inwardly worketh the 
regeneration and new birth of mankind, he 
would never have marvelled at Christ’s 
words, but would rather take occasion there- 
by to praise and glorify God. For as there 
are three sever al and sundry persons in the 
Deity; so have they three sever al and sun. 
dry offices proper unto each of them :—the 
Father to create, the Son to redeem, the 
Holy Ghost to sanctify and regenerate.— 
Whereot the last, the more it s bid from 
our understanding, the more it ought to 
move all re n to wonder at the secret and 
mighty working of God’s Hoty Spir it, which 
is within us. Foritis the Holy Ghost, and 
no other thin, that doth quicxen the minds 
of men, stirring up gocd and baer motionsin 
their hearts, which are 2: ‘ceable to the will 
and commandment ait rd,! — as other- 
wise of their Own CPOO sked 2 id perverse Dae 


ture thev should never have. * ‘That which is 


’ ae ee 

horn ofthe flesh. saith Christ, is fesh, and 
> - e st eee ee PO 

that which ts bora af the Spirit sprit 


’ ge , e 
Shpotid Sav, man OF his own Hae 


—~As wlio 
ture is fleshiv and ear ni seat and naugh- 
tv, sinful a nd disobec tto God, without 
any spark of in him, without ary 
virtuous or godly motion, enZy given to evil 
thauehts and wicked deeds. As 
works of the Spirit, the fruits of faith, cha- 
ritable and godiv motions, if he have any at 
all in him, they proceed ~— of the Holy 
Ghost, who is the only worker of our sanc- 
tification, and maketh us new menin Christ 
Jesus. Did not Ged’s Holy Spirit miracu- 
lously work in the child David, when of 
a poor sheph€rd he became a princeiy pro- 
phet ? Did not God’s Holy Spirit miracu- 


lously work in Matthew, ‘ sitting at the re- 
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ceipt of custom’ when of a proud publicay, 
he became an humble and lowly evangelisg » 
And who can choose but marvel to consi. 
der, that Peter should become of a simple 
fisher a chief and mighty apostle ? 
a cruel and bloody persecutor, a faithful dig. 
ciple of Christ, to teach the Gentiles ? Such 
is the power of the Holy Ghost to regenerate 
men, and as it were to bring them forth 
anew, so that they shall be nothing like the 
mep that they were before. Neither doth 
he think it sufficient inwardly to work the 
spiritual and new birth of man, unless he do 
also dwell and abide in him, § Know ye not? 
saith St. Paul, ‘that ye are the temple of 
God, and that his Spirit dwelleth in you: 
Know ye not that your bodies are the tem. 
ples of the Holy Ghost, which is within 
vou ?” Again he saith, § You are not in the 

Mesh, but in the Spirit. ir or why ? The Spi. 
rit of God dwelleth in you.’ To this agreeth 
the doctrine of St. John, writing on this 
wise: ©The anointing which ye have re. 
ceived (he meaneth the Holy Ghost) dwell. 
eth in you.” And the doctrine of Peter saith 
the same, who hath these words: © The 
Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.’ 
O what comfort is this to the heart of a 
true Christian, to think that the Holy 
Ghost dwelleth within him! ‘If God be 
with us,’ as the apostle saith, § who can be 
against us? O but how shall I know that 
the Holy Ghost is within me ? some man 
pe erchance willsay. Fors sooth, ‘as the tree 
is known by his fruit, so is also the Holy 
Ghost.” ¢ The fruits of the Holy Ghost (ac- 

cording to the mind of St. Paul) are these: 

love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, tempe- 

race, &ec. Contrariwise, the deeds of the 
flesh are these: aduliery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, wantonness, idolatry, witcheratt, 
hatred, debate, emulation, wrath, conten- 
tion, sedition, heresy, envy, mur des », drunk. 
enness, gluttony, and such like. "Serine: 


rrp 
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iuday, pp» 187—189. 
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, . oT “fr a ee ee Tlothapry 
“Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical Histor 


i. 
telleth a strange story of a certain learned 
ef subtle phil losop her, who being an ex 
treme adversary to Chri ist and his doct 
could by no Kind of learning be con verte 
to the faith, but was able to withstand all 
the arguments that could be brought against 
him, with little or no labour. "At lengti 
there started up a poor simple man, of smal! 


witand less knowledge onetha was reputec 
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among the learned as an idiot; and he in 
God’s name would needs take i in hand to 
dispute with this proud philosopher. ‘The 

bishops and other learned men standing by 
were marveilously abashed at the matter, 
shinkine that by his doing they should be 
all confounded and put to open shame. He 
wtwithstanding goeth on, and beginning 
in the name of th e Lord Jesus, brought the 
opher to such pot in the end, con- 

ry to all men’s ranectatinn, that he could 
pot choose but acknowledge the power of 
God in his words, and te give place to the 


Lat coerce wee 
with. Was not this a miraculous work, 


chat one silly soul, of no learning, should 
19 that wineh many bishops of great 
nowledge and understanding were never 
ic to bring to pass? So true is the say- 
In ot bede: * Where the folyv (host 
doth instruet and teach, there zs no delay at 
all indearning? ”® Sermon for Whitsunday, 
op. 190, 191. 


’ 

let us (as we are most bound) give 
arty ay to God the Father and his 
sonJesus Christ, for sendingdown his Cc om- 
“ert into the world, humbly beseeching 
him so 10 work in our hearts by the power 
at this He sly Spirit, that we being reyenerate 
end newly born again in all goodness, rigu- 
ieousness, sobriety, and truth, may in the 
end be made partakers of everlasting life 
in his nenventy kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour.” Sera on for 


Hi shade p. 191. 


. 


The follow ine Homily invokes all 
the elorified saints in heaven, as 
itnesses to the _powe rand eflicacy 


OL the Divipe influciice. 


“Tf these were asked, who should be 
hanked for their regeneration, for their 
ustification, and for their salvation ? whe- 

er their deserts, or God’s goodness enly ? 
though in this ps nent e% ery one confess 
ficiently the truth of this matter in his 
"Nn person; vet let i>: wid answer by tlie 
mouth of them all at this time, who can- 
hot choose but say, ‘ Not to us, O Lord; 
hot to us, but to thy name give all the 
thanks, for thy loving mercy, and for thy 
mth sake’? If we should ask again, from 
Whenee came their glorious works and 
ceeds, which they wrought in their lives, 
lerewith God was so highly pleased and 
Worshipped by them ? let some other wit- 
nes ss be brought i in, to testify this matter, 
: ‘at in the mouth of two or three m av the 
‘uth be known. Verily, that holy prophet 
* sigh beareth record, and saith, § O Lord, 
itis thou of thy goodness that hast wrought 
all our w orks in us, not we ourselves.’ And 
s uphol ld the truth of this matter, against 
aliusticiaries and hvpocrites, which rob 
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Almighty God of his honour, and ascribe it 
to themselves, St. Paul bringeth in his be- 
lief: * We be not,’ saith he, * sufficient of 
ourselves, as of ourselves, once to think any 
thing: but ail our ableness is of God’s 
roodness. 
all our be ing, our living, and moving. It 
ye will know furthermore, where they had 
their eifts and sacrifices, which they ofier- 
ed continually in their lives to Almighty 
God, they 
where he saith, * Of thy 
Lord, we hiave received that we gave unto 
thee?” If this holy company therefore con- 
fess so constantly, thet ail the goods and 
rraces, Wherewith they were endued in 
soul, came of the goodness of God only ; 
what more can be said to prove that ald 
that is good cometh from Almighty God? 
Is it meet to think that 
ness cometh 
that other good things, either of nature or 
cf fortune (as we 
other cause? Doth God of his goodness 
adorn the soul with all the powers thereof 
2s itis; and 
wherewitl it is endued, from any other? 
If he doth the more, cannot he do the less ? 


For he it is, in whom we have 


cannot but agree with David, 
liberal hand, O 


all spiritual good- 
from God above only; and 


call them) come of any 
come 


the gifts of the body, 


To justify a sinner, to new create him 


from a wicked person to a righteous man, 
1S 2 mreater act,” 
to make such a new heaven and 
already made.’ 
that whatsoever good thing is in us, of 
errace, of wrap or of fortune, is of God 
only, as the only yoy and worker” Ao- 
nly for Rogation Week, pp. 208—205. 


saith St Augustine, ‘than 
arth as is 
We must needs agree, 


Aan : 
‘(1 promised to you to declare that all 


sniritual gifts and graces come especially 
from God. 
this matter, and hear what is testified first 
of the gift of faitd, the first entry 
Christiar 
can please God. 
it plainly to be God’s gift, saving, 
the gift of God,’ 
saith, ‘it is of God’s power that ye be kept 
through faith to 
goodness of God that we falter not in our 
hope unto him. 
us, the charity pia yp we love our bre- 
thren. 
him that we repent, we Pn reacheth forth 
his merciful hand to raise us up. lf we have 
any willto rise, it is he that preventeth our 
will and disposeth us thereto. If after con- 
trition, we feel our consciences at peace 
with God, through remission of our sin, 
and so be reconciled again to his favour, 
and hope to he his children, and inheritors 
of everlasting life, who worketh these great 
miracles in us? our worthiness, our de- 
servings, and endeavours, our wits, and 


Let us consider the truth of 


into a 
life, without the which no man 
For St. Paul confesseth 
‘ fanth 1s 
And again, St. Peter 


solvation.” It is of the 


It is verily God’s work in 


If after our fall, we repent, itis by 
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virtue ? Nay, verily, St. Pal will not suf- 
fer tiesh and clay to presume to such ar- 
rogancy, and therefore saith, § All is of 
God, which hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ. for Ged was in Christ 
when he reconciled the world unto himself’ 
God, the Father of all merey, wrought this 
high benefit unto us, not by his own per- 
sev, but by no less a mean than his oniv 
beloved Son, whom he spared not from any 
pain and travail that might do us good. 
For, upon him he put our sins, and upon 
him he made our ransom; him he macle 
the mean betwixt us and himself, whose 
mediation was so acceptable to God the 
Father, through his absolute and per- 
fect obedience, that he took lis act for a 
full satisfaction of allour disobedience and 
rebellion, whose righteousness he took to 
weigh against our sins, whose redemption 
he andl | have stand against our damna- 
tion.” Homily for Rogation Week, pp. 215, 
216 

‘© God give us grace, good people, to 
know these things, and to fee] them in our 
hearts. (his knowledge and feeling is not 
in ourselves ; by ourselves it is not possible 
to come by it; a great pity it were that we 
should lose so profitable knowledge. Le 
us, therefore, meekly call upon that bounti- 
ful —— the Holv Ghost, which proceed. 
eth from our Father of mercy, and from our 
Mediator Christ, that he wala ASSISt US, 
and inspire us with his presence, that in 
him we may be able to hear the goodness 
of God deck we du nto us to our salvation, 
For without A/s dive/y and secret inspiration 
cai we not once so Much as speak t the name 
of our Siediator, as St) Panl plainiv testi- 
ficth, ‘ No man can onre name our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but in the Holv Ghost.’ 
Much less should we be able to believe and 
know these great mysteries that he opened 
to us by Christ” Homz/y for Novation 
Week, pp. 217, 215. 


Tt remains now that we produce 


the views entertained by the framers 
of the Homilies. on the subiects of 
justification, faith, and woiks. 


7 ‘ . a 

‘ Because all men be sinners and offen- 

| ‘ Y . 

ders against God, and breakers of his law 
and commandments, 


therefore can no man 
bv his own acis, works and a 


Geeds (seem 
they never so goo!) be justified, and made 
righteous before God: but every man of 
necessity is constrained to seek for another 
righteousness of justificatior n, to be receiv. 
ed at God’s own hands, that is to sav, the 
forgiveness of his sins and trespass: syn 


eh, ee RN 2e ne ty ee oe 
such things as he hath offended. And this 
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justification, or righteousness, which we gq 


receive of God’s mercy and Christ’s nie. 
rits, embraced by faith, is taken, accepted, 
and allowed of God, for our perfect and 
full justification.” Seraon of the Salvatin», 
of Miankind, p- i 

“This is that justification of righteous. 
ness which St. Paul speaketh of, when he 
saith, ‘Noman is justified by the works 
of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, 
And again he s aith, * We believe in Jesus 
Christ, that we be justified freely by faith 
of Christ, and not by the works of the law, 
because that no man shi ll be justified by 
the works of the law.” Seraon of the Sai. 
vation of Mankind, p. 33. 

‘©The apostle toucheth specially three 
things, which must go together in onr ity 
tification. Upon God’ s part, his great mer. 
cy and grace ; upon Christ’s part, justice, 
that is, the satisfaction of God’s justice, or 
the price of redemption, by trv offering ot 
his body, and shedding of lis blood, with 
full Hing of the law perte os perp 
ly; and upon cur part, true and lively fait 
in the merits of Jesus Christ, which vet js 
rot ours, but by God’s working in us: so 
that in our justification, there is not enh 
God’s merey and grace, bit also his jus. 
tice, which the apostle eaileth the justice 
of God, and it consisteth in paying our rar. 
som, and fulfilling of the law: and. so the 
grace of God doth not shut out the justice 
of God in our justification, but only shut. 
teth out the justice of man, that is to say, 
the justice of our w orks, as to be merits 
of deserving our justification, And there. 
fore St. Paul declareth here nothing on 
the behalf of man concerning his justifie: 
tion, but only a true and lively faith, Ww hic ch 
nevertheless is the gift of God, anda 
man’s only work without God, And yet 
that faith doth not sbut out repentance, 
hope, love, dread, and the fear of God, to 
be joined with faith in every man that 
justitied ; but it shutteth thenr oue from th 
office of justifving. So that, alt! rough thes 
be all present together in him that is Just 
hed, vet they justify not altogether : Nel- 
ther doth faith shut out the justice of our 
wood works necessarily to he done after 
awards of cuty towards God; (fo rwe are 

most bounden to serve God, in doing good 
deeds, commanded by him in his ‘holy 
Scripture, all the davs of our life :) butit 


= pt lucie th) the mM, SO that we Wis a wv not ¢ 


them to this intent, to be made just 
} ° . elias ? ty F ty } 
doing ofthem.” Scramon of the Salvation 
Mankind, pp. 5 Hy OD. 


$6 To be short, the sum of al] Paul’s dis 
=" iON is this: tia if ——. come él 
works, then it cometh not of grace ; and iti 
come of rrace, then it come aus of works 








Our only Redeemer, 


{ist 


iStl. | 


{nd to this end tend all the prophets, as 
st. Peter saith in the tenth of the Acts; 
+ Of Christ all the prophets,’ saith St. Peter, 
«do witness, that through his name, all they 
that believe in him shall receive the remis- 
sion of sins.? And after this wise to be jus- 
titicd only by this true and lively faith in 
— spe a al! the old and ancient au- 

, both Greeks and Latins.” Sermon 

the Salvation of 4 Mankind, p. 56. 

«“ Nevertheless, this sentence, that we be 
ustified by faith only, is not so meant of 
them, that the said justifying faith ais alone 
in man, Without true repentance, hope, 
isrity, dread, and the fear of God, at any 

‘ime and season. Nor when the y say, that 
ve should be justified freely, do they mean 
that we sho wit or might afterward be idle, 

d that nothing should be required on our 
nats after ward: neither do they mean so 

to be justified without good works that we 
should do no good works at all, like as 
shall be more expressed at large hereafter. 
Bur this saying, that we be justified by 
faith only, trecly, and without works, is 


spoken for to take away cleariy all merit of 


unable to deserve our 


our works, as being 
‘ustilication at God’s hands, and thereby 


most plainly to express the weakness of 


man, and the goodness of God; the great 
infirmity of ourselves, and the might and 
powe ‘rof God ; the imperfection of our own 
orks, and the most abundant gerace ofour 
sur Christ; and therefore wdol/y to as- 
rib ape e merit and deserving of our justi- 
fcati: nm unto Christ = and his most ee 
cious blood-she dding a wer MON of the Sal- 
Viétton of Mankind, pp. Ob 9 SS. 
‘Justification is not the office of man, 
but of God; 
nehteous by his own works, neither in part 
nor in the whole ; for that were the greatest, 
and presumption of man that 
‘uchrist could set up against God, to af- 
rm that a man might by his own works 
taxe away and purge his own sins, and so 
But justification is the of- 
which 
ve render u into him, but which we receive 
othim; not which we give to him but which 
re take of him by his fre ee mercy, and by the 
nye nerits of his most dearly beloved § On, 
Saviour, and Justifier 
so that the true understand. 
ng of this doctrine, we be justified freely 
by faith without works, or that we be j just- 
by faith in Christ only, is not, that this 
trown act to believe in C hrist, or this our 
thin Christ, which is within us, doth Jus- 
ly us, and deserve our justification unto 
~" 5» (f wv that were to count ourselves to be 
tined by some act or virtue that i yo Ww —— 
ves :) but the trae understand rand 


TPOCANCY 


" 


ustitv himself. 


ire oO Tas » , 
ice OF Goa onty, and is not a thing 


us Christ: 


for man cannot make himself 


Review of Select Homilies of the Church of England. 641 


meaning thereof is, that although we hear 
God’s word, and believe it ; although we 
have faith, hope, charity, repentance, dread 
and fear of God within us, and do never so 
many works onc ager vet we musi re- 
nounce the merit of all our said virtues, 
of iaith, hope, charity, and all other virtues 
and good deeds, which we either have 
done, shall de, or can do, as things that be 
far too weak and insufficient, and imperfect, 
to deserve remission of our sins, and our 
jusufieation ; and therefore we must trust 
enly in God’s merey, and that sacrifice 
which our High Priest and Saviour Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God, once ofiered for us 
upon the cross, to obtain thereby God’s 
grace and remission, as well of our ori- 
ginal sin in baptism, as of ali actual sin 
committed by us alter our baptism, if we 
truly repent, and turn unfeignedly to him 
again.’ oe of the Salvation of Man- 
kind, pp. 58,3 

“Tt hath ‘oe manifestly declared unto 
you, that no man can fulfil the law of God ; 
and therefore by the law add men are con- 
demned: whereupon it followeth necessa- 
rily, that some other things should be re- 
quired for our salvation than the law ; and 
that is, a true and a lively faith in Christ ; 
bringing forth good works, and a life ac- 
cording to God’s commandments. And 
also you heard the ancient authors’ minds of 
this saying, faith in Christ only justifieth 
man, so plainly declared, that you see, that 
the very true meaning of this proposition or 
saying, we be justi ified bh y faith in Christ 
only (according to the meaning of the old 
ancient authors) is this: we p = our faith 
in Christ, that we be justified by him only, 
that we be justified by God’s Bee mercy, 
and the merits of cur Saviour Christ only, 
and dy no virtue or good work of our own that 
is in us, or that we can be able to have, or 
to co, for to deserve the same ; Christ him- 
self onty being the meritorious c cause there- 
of? Sermon of the Salvation of Mankind’, 


“ Thev are greatly deccived that preach 
repentance without C iat, and teach the 
simple and ignorant that it consisteth only 
inthe works of men. They may indeed 
speak many things of good works, and of 
amendment of life and manners: but w7th- 
out Christ they be all vain and unprofitable. 
They that think that they have done much 
of themselves towards repentance, are so 
much more the farther from God, because 
they do seek those things in their own 
works and merits, which ought only to be 
sought in our $ Saviour Jesus Christ, and in 
the merits of his death, and passion, and 
blood -shedding.” Sermon on Lepentance, 
p. 2 250, 











642 Review of Select Homilies of the Church of England. [ Oct. 


The framers of the Homilies 
thoucht some apolog ry necessary for 
the length, and particularly of their 
statements on the subject of justilica- 
tion, and for the cxtreme solicitude 
which they manifest not to be mis- 
understood. They appear to have had 
a sort of prophetic anticipation of 
the ingenious sophistry which would 
be employed in these later days to 
perplex and misrepresent their plain 
and obvious intention. 

** Here you perceive many words are 
used to avoid contention in words, with 
them th: it delight to brawl about wor le, ond 


also to shew tire true Meaning Lo avoxl mis- 
taking and misunderstanding ; and yet per- 
adventure all will not serve withthenmi that 


be contentious; but contenders will ev 

forge matters of contention, cven when they 
have none occasionthereto. Notwithstand- 
ing, such be the less to be passed upon, so 
that the rest may profit, which will be 
more desirous to know the truth, than 
{when it is plain enough) to contend about 
at; and with contentious and captious ca. 
villation, to obscure and darken it.’—Ser- 
mon on the Salvation of Man, pp. 40, 41. 


Tothe numerous quotations alrea- 
dy given, we shall subjoin only two, 
on the subject of faith and works. 

“‘The soul that hath a lively faith in it 

will be doing alwavs some good work, 
which shall declare that itis living, and will 
not be unoccupied. Therefore, when men 
hear in the Scripture so high commenda- 
tions of faith, that it maketh us to please 
God, to live with God, and to be children of 
God ; if then they fancy that they be s¢ tat 
liberty from doing all good works, and ma 
live as they list, they trifle with God, ae 
deceive themselves. And it is a manifest 
token that they be far from having the true 
and lively faith, and also far from knowledge 
what true faith meaneth. For the very sure 
and lively Christian faith is, not enly to be- 
lieve ail things of God which are contained 
in holy Scripture, but also is an earnest 
trust and confidence in God, that he dot! 
regard us, and that he is careiul over - 
as the father isoverthe child whom he doth 
love, and that he will be merciful unto us 
for his only Son’s sake, and that we have 
our Saviour Christ our perpetual i acivocate, 
and priest, in whose only merits, ob! ation, 
and suffering we do trust that our ofiences 
be continually washed and purged, when- 
soever we, repenting truly, do retura to him 
with our whole heart, steadfasily determin- 


ne with ourselves, through his grace, ts 


owl 


mandments, and never to turn b ack again 
to sin. Such is the true faith that the 
Seripture doth so much commend.’— fp. 
nuly ef Faith, pp. 47, 48 

* Faith giveth life to the soul; and they 
be as much dead te God that lack faith, os 


they be to the world whose bodies lack 


obey and serye him in keeping his com. 


1. crr'.e Pe. - a - os . 
souls. Without fath, allthatis done of us 
is but dead before God, although: the work 


seem bever so way aud glorious before map 


Evel as Liik pecture § yrave nor prchiishe a} 1S Dut 


' 0 bd . 
ade: ac} re a4 res¢ ntation of the thine nselfiend 
2¢ + : if life yt ad nannrer ¢ fnnedin z 
iS vith me OFT al ) mannel ya tl IVINS s } 
iam © » Veale Pr oll fen) {1 ' } 
Ne the worKns of atl unrartuiu Persons ve- 
Leyes : e7 ! , ! }; ' ' 
fore Ghod: thes dos ipnear to oe lively works, 

} trite i » Ik e fe 
and indeed they be but dead, not availing 

ofall me * : . : 
to the everlastia hte: they poe but s} 
Fore ancl af = es 1 Pics } : 

Gows and Shews o7 Uveiyvy and food thin 

- 4 « + 

inet od and liveiv ibn bideed 

. } ° Pe 
tr Tail sObib Eve hte 1 t \ H gal! 
, 

out o ich faith come OOd WOriKrs, 

‘ —_ j ? 
i Vers ) Wore Wiadieead s and Vv HO 
Tail! wD VS ; , 7 Qi 3 » Si 
cs A sere ‘ $3 ? 4 z j P 

ye i Wis.ll -~f (') ¢ lo we 

Evy ; 
Pr a 
i 


inn 


ere oki dee lat ‘ o- ey ee ‘ P 
ssONv bf any Cangid MAN, Biel 


, * * . 

‘yr , ow oy ef . ‘ f 1 ¢ ,¢ , AY 

having attentively perused these ex- 
7 « . 


tracts, compare them with those 
passuges of the Bishep of Lincoln's 
le: ments 01 Pj heey or of his Re- 
futatio: Caivinism, in which the 
same subjects ave discussed, and we 
l 


} ' " — 
re resuil 


can have no coubt that 
ill be, a conviction that the views 
the Bishop, as there exhibited, 
differ materially from these of the 


Church of LEneland. We do no 
the carer ingenuity ol 


S «@ 
_ 
bitin 


~ 


know what 
controverstahists may attempt in est 


pee an agreement between his 
ordship and the Homilies; for we 
“i of late secn wonders attempted 
in this way; but we cannot believe 
thata Ler y of twelve competent meh, 
impannelled totry the fact of agree- 
mcut or disagreement, would hesi- 
tate about their verdict. We are 
hat the charge which we have 


¢ 
- 

e 
od 
—_ 
OQ 
- 


hus ventured to prefer against his 
Lordship’s productions, is one oi 
erave and serious gon Tt is ones 
nevertheless, which, after due dell- 

eration, wedo nots er rink from main- 
eiciog: aud in doing so we grouneé 
ourselves entircly on the plain and 
obvious meaning of the Articles. 


W 


”) 
44h 








1. 
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Homilies, and Liturgy of the Church, 
which we further believe to beaclear 
and faithful exposition of the doc- 
trines of Scripture. 

We have recommended one expe- 
siment to our readers. We will now 
recommend another. After having 
instituted the proposed comparison 
between the Bishop of Lincoln’s 
bhouk and our extracts from the Jlo- 
milies, and satisfied themscives as to 
the result, let them proceed to com- 
pure wilh the same extracts what has 
been written on the subject of Ori- 
vipal Sin, Justification by Faith, and 
Spiritual Iniluences, by some otf 
those men who are branded as evan- 

ical clereymen, Calvinists, &c., 
and whom the Bishop’s last work ut- 
tempts, by n 1eans of some sw ceping o 
inuendoes, to bi ‘ing into discredit, a 
ifihev had introduced a new faith, 
ate thet ‘m take, for example, the 
{ Scott, Cecil, Milner, Si- 


f 
Geil 


WILDE'S O 
meony W wii, Cooper, Gisborne, 
Loyd, Robinson, to whom many 


more names might be added; and 


they will find in these writers, on 
the points we have mentioned (how- 
ever they may differ on other point 
of less moment, such as those in- 
volvedin the Calvinistic controver- 
sy), @ remarkabie agreement, not 
only with each other, but with the 
llowilies. We should be willing, 
indeed, to leave to the issue of this 
double comparison the decisionofthe 
question, who are the most faithful 
expositors of the doctrines of the 
Church, the Bishop of Lincoin or 
these whom he attacks. 

We have already given it as our 
opinion, that the Bishop’s work is 
tnseasonable. We continue to be 
Oi the same opinion. He has selected 
Calvinism for the object of his at- 
tack, as if Calvinism were the creat 
in the Church. But 
Who are the writers who now incul- 
cate Calvinism? Who are they 
Whose endeavours to propagate this 
Noxious heresy have eened it in- 
‘umbent on the learned prelate to 
wield the weapons of offensive war? 


iTis Lordship, we think, should haye 


awst ce 
CVil CxIstins 


° . . 
‘ *Y . 
a7\e 7 ‘ 
us SS sf { J PISA ills 
, e 


amed them; should have pointed 
to their writings ; should have speci- 
fied the particular passages in those 
wriiings against which he felt it to 
be his duty to warn the public. It 
is implied indeed, but without the 
shadow of preof, that the clergy who 
are usually styled evangelical, not 
only hold, but teach the peculiar te- 
nets of Calvin. Ifthe fact could have 
been substantiated, there might then 
have been found some apology for 
disturbing the peace of the Church 
by a ponderous volume on this most 
agramene subject. The writings 
of the class of the clergy to which 
we have alluded, have, during the last 
ten or fifteen years, been numerous 5 
and the writers are certainly not ofa 
character to suppress any part of 
divine truth which they deem to be 
essential. But to how small a portion 
of these numerous writings can the 
appellation of Calvinistic be, with 
any propricty, applied ! 

When we use the term Calvinistic, 
however, we must be considered as 
using it In a sense very different 
from that in which the Bishop of 
Lincoln wishes it to be understood. 
We use it as comprising merely 
the peculiaritics of the Caivinistic 
scheme, and not any of those funda- 
mental verities of the Christian reli- 
eion which give to that religion its 
distinctive character, and are em- 
braced alike by pious Calvinists and 
pious Arminians. [fad the Bishop 
con sulted the writings of Arminius 
himself, of Limborch, of John Wes- 
ley,* oi lletcher of Madeley, of Mr 
Gisborne, and many others who 
might be named, he would hate 
foundit tobe perfectly consistent with 
the most decided 2on-calvinism, to 
hold those very snes on the subs 

il Sin, the Influences of 


* We particularly recommend to his 
1 


ordship the perusal of a tract, written by 
Mr Wesley, entitled, ** Prece 
calmly considered,” as containing, in a 
sma comp pass, an d expressed v ‘th pon 
precision and force, ainiost every thing tha 
can be said on the anti-calyinistic side ‘this 


formidable questicn. 


stination 
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the Holy Spirit, and Justification expect from him the frank admis. 





by Faith, which he condemns as_ sion, that, for all purposes of practj. 
among the peculiardogmas otCalvin. cal godliness, the system of this 1 

The impression produced by the member of a proscribed and hetero. 
Bishop’s book—we do not say that it dox party is far superior even to his i 
was Intended—is, that the opinions own. And if such should be the q 


~ 


which he impugns, as those of the result of the examination we recom. 
evangelical clergy, arc unfriendly to mend; if it should appear fromit JB 


morality, and tend to licentiousness. that Mr. Scott’s great aim, in wha IR s 
Here, however, we feel bold to chal- he has written, is to promote the in- c 
lenge the closest scrutiny. We have terests of Christ’s kingdom, and to J’ ¢ 
already named a number of writers call men off from sin and the world J p 
of this obnoxious class. Their opi- to holiness and heaven; and if i JR y 
nions are before the worid; andthey should further appear that the gene- 
are expressed, in the case of many ral body of those who share in his re. 1 
of them at least, on every material proach, wre treading, with possibly a hh 
point of Christian faith and practice. few exceptions, the same path of C1 
Mr. Scott, Mr. Robinson, and Mr. honourable service in which he hs 9 ¢h 
Loyd, have published professed sys- so long distinguished himself; then 9 hi 
tems of theology ; and the sermons it will be for the Bishop of Lincoln $y 
of the others comprise, though not to consider, whether his episcopal th 
in an equally systematic form, every censures have, in the present in- of 
essential partoftheChristianscheme. stance, been judiciously apphed ;— 9 nc 
Now, we are far from saying that whether he has done wellin passing J sp 
these works are free tromerror: of by all the worldly, negligent, luke. J aa 
what human work can this be said! warm, fishing, fox-hunting, visiting, Fall 
We nevertheless will venture to af- dancing clergymen in his diocese; 9 by 
firm, that on that very point, on while he holds up to the scornof JR ru 
which itscems to be implied by the these very men, as well as of the dig 
Bishop of Lincoln thatthese menare irreligious of every class, those JR wo 
the most vulnerable, we mean the whose conduct, both in private and J% pe 
practical tendency of their writings, in public, as ministers of Christ, and cy 
they will be found to stand on infi- as members of society, bears une JB cer 
nitely higher eround than any oneof quivocal testimony to their sincere JB oi . 
their opponents, be he who he may. devotion to the best of causes. F onl 
Let the Essays of Mr. Scott, for ex- 5 ver 
ample, which contain /7s clementary Peat me Be 
systemoftheology, becomparedwith /’oe7s on Subjects connected wii oft 
: apatio , nash Prepe ry & SEWMAN. sr 
Elements of Theology by the Bishop ee By SARAH NEWMA | rea 
of Lincoln, in respect to the eleva- Paulsished by Subscription for bet nity 
tion of the principles, the spirituality benetit, Alton: Pinnock. London: rest 
of the motives, the purity of the prac- — Hlatchard, &c. 1ST). Svo. pp BB van 
tice, and the strict and undeviating HEverr since the time of sop, to the hur 
regard to duty, which they severally best of our recollection, til the pre peri 
inculcate, and we can huve no doubt sent period, it has been the custom Bm tage 
that the decision will be greatly in) of mankind to applaud and foster the ge urst 
favour of the former, in all these re- eclYorts of genius in humble jife. MR tran 
spects. We say nothing ofthe sound- And though the above-named slave hone 
ness of the theology: that peint we is likcly to hold a higher ravk J ale 
have already considered. If our amongst profane, than our Sarah pine 
voice could reach his Lerdship, we Newman amongst sacred writers; Wo 9 ng 
aces Me New 


would endeavour to persuade himto are not disposed, in these latter es ve 
iastitute this comparison himself. of the world, to make a precedc™! J Nsin 
In that case (such is the opinion we of an opposite kind, by proscrbins 
entertain ef his candour) we should from our pages, withouta hearing:the 
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sacred poems of a maid-servant, 
wich have accidentally fatlen in our 
way. One reason, indeed, we know, 
for which critics ** of sterner stuff” 
have occasionally threatened to re- 
quire a gualification for appearing In 
the manor of Parnassus, Is, that we 
muterially injure society by a contu- 
sion of trades; that a man must ne- 
cessarily make bad shoes who makes 
rood (or even bad) Verses ; that to 
polish periods absolutely disquailites 
your servant for polishing tabies ; and 
thata farmer’s boy must necessarily 
misguide the plough or starve his 
horses, whilst he is in poetical ‘ jo- 
cundity driving his team a field,” or 
thrashing his brains for rhymes upon 
his oats. To this, however, the an- 
swer of candour Is very easy ; that 
the instances are so very few, in spite 
ofthe utmost license, or licentious- 
ness, if we please, allowed to such 
spirits, of thetr appearance at all; 
aad so much fewer, of their materi- 
ally injuring themseives or others, 
by the exercise of a humble wit and 
rustic fancy upon the objects Imme- 
diately lying around them; that it 
would be idle to preach against the 
permission of such an efiort upon 
any general principle of social or- 
der. And perhans the most rigid laws 
of Arisuppus himself would repress 
only the deas¢ mischievous of this not 
very mischievous class, by repress- 
ing only the humbler and iess riotous 
oo the breed; whilst the wilder and 
really dangerous part of the commu- 
nity of genius would, in spite of all 
restraint, “break prison like a Le- 
vanter, sweep the earth with their 
hurricane,’? and only leave their su- 
pPeriors to lament that due encou- 
‘agement had not been afforded a 

rst, which might have turned their 
‘rantic effurts into a channel really 
honourable to themselves and profit- 
able to the public. We have the hap- 
Piness to add, as a confirmation of 
the foregoing remarks, that Sarah 
Newman, certainly, “ forherstation,” 
"sing almost above the former class, 


has not been at all spoiled, by a po- 


Christ. Observ. No. 118. 
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etical vein, for the humble occupa- 
tion of a servant Her * short and 
simple annals,’? the editor tells us, 
are these. 

** She is a native of Odiham, in Hamp- 
shire, where she was left, in early life, an 
unproiected orphan, possessed of no other 
mental acquirements than those of knowing 
how to read and write ; the latter she gain- 
ed by procuring « few occasional lessons 
from a schoolmaster. This was the whol- 
of Sarah Newman’s education. Possessing’ 
an honest, active, and independent mind, 
slie soon went out to service, and succes- 
sively discharged her duties in that relation 
to several families. I Knew her first in the 
fumily of a respectable boardmg-school at 
Alton: she afterwards reraoved to another 
house, where she took the charge of an in- 
firm person, who required constant atten- 
tion. While she was at the latter place, I 
first became acquainted with her poctical 
talents, by accidentally calling on a friend 
on whose table lay a book of her verses, 
which she had lent one of the fanvily to 
read. Though the verses were loosely con- 
nected, and evidently misarranged, I dis- 
covered enough merit in them to excite my 
curiosity to converse with the writer: in 
consequence, [prevailed with her to intrust 
nie with a few more papers, and the result 
was, a determination to attempt the present 
use of them.” p. v. 

We find further, that she had oc- 
casionally looked into the works of 
Miiton, Pope, and Young; which 
latter she possesses, and we should 
euess, from the style which our rea- 
ders will notice in the extracts we 
shall make, she has been much in 
the habit of reading. She is describ- 
ed at present as hear sixty years of 
age, far from robust, though sup- 
porting herseif by her needle work, 
wand by the rustic labours of * the 
probe and the rake,’’ in addition to 
an annual income of three pounds 
saved from wages. With this she ts 
represented as cheerful and content- 
ed, having an inexhaustible source of 
comfort within herself: “but who,” 
as the editor truly enouch asks, * will 
tax either her or her friends with co- 
vetousness, in desiring to enlarge her 
scanty store of supplies, against the 
approaching winter of old age ?” She 
has already, he tells us, expressed 
herself yery gratefully” for the kind, 
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and, as she considers it, unmerited 
p tronage of the numerous subscrib- 
ers to her littl volume. 

Vie editor, in announcing further 
that Sarah Newman is a Church of 
iineland woman, cannot restrain 
himself from venting a wish which 
would have done honour toa St. Cy- 
prian ora St. Augustine ; and if fair- 
ly ucted upon from their time tothe 
present, would have saved the world 
from the incumberance of many hun- 
dred large unmeaniog folics, as well 
as from the loss of many of tts best 
friends, prematurely cat off by the 
operation of other p rinciples, some 
from usefulness, and some from life 
itself. * IT wish,’ be says, * with my 
whoie soul, that all who are distin- 
cuished from *the children of this 
world,” by a conduct direcied and in- 
sptred by the pure spirit of Gospel 
fsith, which makes * fit forthe king 
com of God,’ were less solictious 
about those minuter distinctions 
which prevail in this age, of multtfa- 
rious division on doctrinal points.” p. 
vin Whatan affecting phenomenon 
is it, inthe history of human infirmity 
and jaconsistency, that sentiments 
stmilar to these shall have been ut- 
tered by persons whom those very 
minuter distinctions only separate, 
as they think conscientiously, from 
the desired unity in Christian tellow- 
ship; and who perpetuate in their 
owl persons the seeds of that very 
division, of which “ with their whole 
soul. ’chey deprecatethe fruit! Thisis 

he inconsis' ency which we presume 
will gradually convince our editor of 
the cer/ain tps OE which 
awaits - most ardent wvshes on this 
head j;-—-avaits them, at ie ast, till the 
prayers of the rlehteous, which avail 
much. datly ene epaiatc to the Spirit 
of all eracc, shall at leneth obtain, as 
Heaven's jist best nil to the univer- 
sal church, that “all who prefess 
‘and call themselves Christians, shail 
be led into the wav of I 
hold the faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and ia rightcous- 
noss of life.” 
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But to return to Sarah Newman: 


Before we offer a few: specimens of 


her style to our readers, we must 
premise further, that we follow the 
editor in disclaiming any participa. 
tion in the guilt of grammatical op 
other inaccuracies, which the eyi- 
tical reader will find little trouble 
in detecting—though with the stil] 
more complete disavowal of cor- 
rectine any one “orthographical or 
erammatical izaccuracy,’’* in addi- 
tion tothe * wonderfully few”? which 
have been corrected, or which may 
still remain in the pages of the whole 
volume. 

This premised, we entertain a 
hope of surprising our readers with 
some extracts from the writings of 
this servant-maid, which, with due 
allowance, bespeak something of a 
“ heart pregnant with celestial fire.” 
They are chiefly in the heroic style, 
which seems evidently her turn, and 
that in which she excels. he first 
we give, is from the opening piece, 
entitled, “ Desultory Reflections on 
the Creation in general, the Fall, 
and the Redemption of Man.’— 
After an address to the “ Parent o 
nature,’’ 


“ Whose powerful voice primeval silence 
broke, 

Piere’d thro’ the void, and thro’ the dark- 
ness spoke,” 


and who 


“—_Fix’d the vigorous sun's obsequious revs 


To wake the nations, and unbind the day, 


the authoress procceds through the 
creation of man— 


“Erect his make, for upward gazing mec, 
And earth was his, an empire at his fcet"— 


to his fall, which is set forsé in the 
following lines. 


“The seal of peace was broke, the opening 
sound 

Of thunders burst, 
around ; 


and lightnings flew 
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Fierce hurling whilwinds roll their rapid 


car, 


And trembling nature felt impending war. 


The orbs o’erpass their spheres, the ocean 
roars, 
And bursts 
shores 
py chills of horror and of guilt convey’d, 
rhey shroud them in ihe unavailing shade. 
One lofty wood that did a mountain scale, 
and verged o’ershadowing on the ne the " 


his bounds to unfrequented 


Vuie. 
at Daa Late ounlte NS 
(Unsought before) their guilty footsteps 
re) oO ° 
trod, 
wn . “y oe be . Ba a Cc 
Yo shicid them trembling from the face of 
CO rsel 
. ae all oat Ae Ee Le: ee 
In vain thre \ shun Liat OM er wiose W1 stom 
Carus 


Phro? the enclos’d conceaitment of cur 
hearts 

in holy forvours, lapturous as before. 

Phev hold hieh converse with their God no 
more 

In Eden’s bowers, nor feel that sweet dis- 
DGSe 

Whence moroing praise, and evening in- 
Conse rose : 

When virtue turn’d their water into wine, 

And clouds of piessing drop’d the dew di- 
vine : 

When heaventy harps to silver sounds were 
Strung, 

And the grand morning stars in concert 
sun. 

Now far from living streams of heavenly 
flow, 

From latiow’d ground, with devious steps 
the V go: 

Expeli’d their state of ease, their toils they 
share, 

Where lands untilld a barren aspect wear: 

Where nature’s face lay chang’d in sad re- 
verse, 

And blasted by the thunders of the curse. 

The silver cord was loos’d, the golden bewl 

Was downward turn’d, like mau’s pervert- 
ed soul. 

9 fatal knowledge! Direfal overthrow ! 

Whence sprang the in!et to their oilspring’s 


woe ; 

Whenee fallen nature shrank before her 
God, 

And felt the awful scourges of his red !” 


pp. 6—8 


If we are not mistaken, the im- 
pression produced on the mind of 
our readers by the above extract, is 
of a nature highly favourable to the 
original rentus of this alinost une- 
Gucated female. Amidst some com- 
mon-piace rhymes (pe erhaps to ner 
<a so) and many harsh incondile 

x pressions, which the last “ labour 
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of the file’? is necessary to rub off 
from inexperienced composition, we 
find still a poetical vein running 
through the lines, enriched with a 
variety of allusion, which, if not al- 
WayS apposite, is at Icast very re- 
mote from the tame and colourless 
uniformity of polished debiliiy ; and 
not very deeply chargeable with that 
bombast which no vigorous imagina- 
tion, more conversant with Young 
than wiih the sober lessons of clas- 
sical taste, can be expected whoily to 
avoid. In some of the exp 
our Miltonic reader may perhaps 
trace a vestiyre of the great poet’s 
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No more of talk, where God or angel guest 

With man, as with his friend familiar, uscd 

To sit indulgent ; 

and may perhaps seem to bear again, 

when 

Nature gave her second groan, 

Sky lour’d, and, muttering U.under, some 
sad drops 

Wept at completing of the 





But we feel some distrust, it must 
be owned, in such «a method of con- 
mending Sarah Newman 
ders. Or, at least, in placing agem 
from the immertal crown of Join 
Milion, so nearly in contact with the 
humble wreath of our rustic autho- 
ress, we can only be actuated by the 
hope of commun ~~ to her, by 
reilection, a few of tho sates 
rays, which may Sey the reader 
under impressions more pleasing 
than were to be expected from the 
bare recital of her own defective ver- 
ses. 

From p. 16, we select the follow- 
ing lines, which, with some claim 
upon the praise of ingenious versifi- 
cation, and much on that of genuine 
orthodoxy, may be a warning to all 
future poetasters, how they meddle 
with such rea/ personages as bishops 
and primates, or invest theirtransient 


LO Our VCua- 


rhymes in the “ shining robes of ho- 


ly orders.” 

“We are Abraham’s seed, the house of 
Aaron saith— 

Bet where is Abraham/’s zeal, and Abra- 
ham’s faith ? 
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This priest of priest’s the pur erephod wore, 
And on his heart the chosen jewels bore— 
Great bishop of his ciiw ‘chy with Urim 
grac’d, 
And Thummiin pendant on his hallow’d 
breast. 
Primate of souls! Immaculate divine ! 
How do thy robes with holy orders shine !” 
pp. 16, 17. 
“he editor, we erve 
here, has iisevited a note on the 
Urimand Toummimn, extracted ron 
Lewis’s Orig Zines Hebrax, wi itl 1c Ny 
with some other critical and moral 
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ly concillating 
ress, by gaining j it to her patron and 
panegyrist. 

If we have succeeded in bringing 
on our readers thus far with us, in 
our remarks on this little volume, 
we do not despair of decoying them 
through two more tole rably long quo- 
tations, one from a second heroic 
production, entitled ** Who sholl se- 
parate us from the Love of Cirist:’’ 
and the other, an entire little piece, 
called “A Spiritual Song for Hurvest- 
home,” which shail be our specimen 
of her powers in the lyric measure. 


respect to his autho- 


‘© Would all the kingdoms that the world 


bestows, 

Bow to my sway, and yield to my dispo 

(While vears—unnumbered ages roll’ a 
along 

State undiminish’d, and my 

My soul would ask an ampler 
more 

Than all the fullnacss vi the castern store ; 

Than courts coniain, or palaces of state, 

*Mid trains and sane es of the earthly 
great ; 

Than all that whirls ambition’s Hamins © Cal, 
On with the pac pont applause of wa! 
han mighty conquerors, those of fam'd 

renown, 
That wield the sceptre, and that wear 
crown: 
Than all the charms that tickle mortal ears, 
Join’d tothe eign of harmomous spheves ; 
Than all gay Fancy’s clevatec i powers, 
And choice delusions of her ‘ut hours: 
Than all the rocks, the wuleins me or the 
woods; 
Than all the mountains, fountains, or the 


sé 


tower strong) 
treasure : 


a? 
tae 


floods : 
Than gold or rubies ; everv fond delight 
Peneath the gle! , or orbs of night. 
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The soul has wider scope : she spreads hep 
wings, 

And gains a prospect o’er terrestrial things 

Soars to that Friend who did his state 


forego, q 


And hung, eclipsed, in anight of woe. 

Whose graceful hand first bruis’d the ser 
pent’s head, 

Whose vigorous are captivity captive led ; 

Pass’d the dread gulf of old, ‘and now nre- 
pares 

To unloose 


1 
Dans 5 


> «na 1 bre eak ul ip its 


its terrors 


’ 
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verease, and set the exulting pris’ners free, 
| 


And wrest t he “ ear, and pluck the sting 
ao th; 
Giemaat . , - . pp. 45—45, 

A Spiritual Song for Harvest-home . 
‘Thanks! to the goodness of the kot d 
Whose sowreign bounty spreads our board; , 
We are daily fe ‘edingy trom his nant, 
His rich Conations fill the hea nd. 4 

« 
But bv his Son four cownant bead) , 
We are daily fed on living bread, ' 
Led by his Spirit may we con «, 
And feast with Him at harvest-lome. BY 
os 
Tord sanctify our souls from sin, F 
L av thy rich seed of graces in: «Be 
Phy will be done—T hv kingdom come— - \ 
Lord bring thy fruiis of harvest-home. 
O purify our hearts anew, PC 
And every frailty there subdue— 
Nieet for thy presence, may we come, 
And join thy blest at harvest-ho me! 
Qur soul and spirit Lord upraise : 
Inspire the theme, and aid our lays; 
Grant we may tothy banquet come, 
And sing thy praise at harvest-home. 
"Twas thy free mercy mark’d the decd, 
‘Yo bring us to the living Head ; 
That bids the — spirit come, 
And taste the joys of harvest-! rome. 
39. 40, 
PP. avy FY ) 
\V — ‘ ak j { a nel} rele | 

Ve Sait Make DUE ONE conciul 
Ing observationon the foregoing quo- 
tations, and the poems from whence My 

‘ on aie 
they are extracted. Had their 6% ne 
merit been their having pro yceede! wre 
from the pen of an uneducated en 
liliterate woman, thous! hthe wonace his! 
of such a persen rhyming at t all is on 
something curious jn the history 01 mil 
the human mind, yet we should not ive 
have dcemed the time of our reade?’s ve | 
sufficiently il] « employ ed, to warrant ful 
so large a transfer of it to the task of kin 
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hist his former laurels. 
‘orward as the advocate of near a 
mnitlion of his fellow Christians, na- 
uves of Hindustan ; and happy are 
ve to Say, that he has been a success- 
iul advocate. 
| kindled aflame in India, a flame of 
‘hristian zeal and love, which, we 





of intrinsic merit, we think that these 
poems advance a large additional 
claim upon the attention ofthecurious 
_—may we not say also of the pious? as 
having issued from the pen of a per- 
son such as we have described. As 
such, and in consideration of the ori- 
ginal meritorious cause of their pub- 
lication, stated already, we venture 
to recommend them to the patron- 
2ve of our readers. 
ems redeem our pledge, as to the 
pleasure to be derived from their pe- 
rusal, in no other manner, yet we 
shall be satisfied if they should be 
found to furnish another instance of 
the power of religion in exalting and 
epobling the human mind, even un- 
der the most unfavourable circum- 
Stunces. 
still perceive Sarah Newman to be 
“an ignorant and unlearned’? woman, 
we hope at least he will, from her 
style and general appearance, * take 
knowledve of her, that she has been 
wlth Jesus.” 


And if the po- 


And if the reader should 


ne ee ewe 


Christian India; or, an Apfical on 


Behalf of 900,000 Christians in 
India, who want the Bible: A Ser- 
mon, fireacked at Calcutta, on 
Vuesday, January 1, 1811, for firo- 
moting the objects of the British 
and foreign Bible Society. by 
Henry Martyn, B. D., Fellow of 
St. John’s College, Cambridge ; 
and Chaplain to the Honourable 
Last India Company in Bengal.— 
Published by Request. With a 
List of Benefactors. Calcutta 
printed. 18L1. pp. 47. 


fur author of this sermon is well 
‘Nown at Cambridge as the senior 
wrangler of his year; and the pre- 
seut use Of his powers will not tar- 


He stands 


He appears to have 
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trust, nothing will be able to quench, 
unulevery corner ofour Eastern em- 
pire shall have been satiated, if that be 
possible, with Divine light and heat. 

The friends of the Bible Society 
in India, Mr. Martyn tells us, have 
endeavoured to ascertain the order 
of the respective claims of the va- 
rious Classes of persons in India. The 
European regiments having® been 
supplied with the Scriptures, it be- 
came a duty to consider to whom 
next they shouid direct their atten- 
tion, and it was soon determined that 
the clatms of the native Christiais 
were those which were the mest ur- 
cent, 

The preacher, after considering 
the obligation of Christians to do 
good to all, but especially to the 
household of faith, and putting ihe 
question, Where is this househoid to 
be found, and what can be done for 
them ? replies— You need not go 
out of India to look for them: they 
dwell in the land, and are natives of 
it; and the only favour we ask for 
them, is the present of a Bible.” 

The native Christians of India 
Mr. Martyn arranges in four divi- 
sions. rom this part of the sermon 
we shall make copious extracts. 

1. The Portuguese, of whom there are 
about 50,000. On the Malabar coast alone 
there are 36,000; at Calcutta, 7,000; in 
Ceylon, 5,000. Besides these, there are set- 
tlements of Portuguese u}] along the coast 
from Madras to Cape Comorin, and fami- 
lies of them are to be found in all the prin- 
cipal towns on the Ganges and Jumna. Co- 
pies of the Portuguese Scriptures could be 
procured immediately from Ene@land, and 
they might be put into circulation without 
difhiculty, because here, as well as in Eu- 
rope, the Roman Catholic priests are no 
loner averse to the transiation and disper- 
sion of the Scripture 

‘ll, The next class of Christians to be 
noticed are those of Lanjore, who were con- 
verted to the Christian faith chiefly by the 
Yabours of Swartz. They are in number 
about 12,000, and speak the Vamul. A ver- 
sion of the Scriptures, in this language, was 
made lone ago by Fabricius, one of the Da- 
nish missionaries, who devoted his whole 
life to the work. 

‘* These people are all Protestants ; eve- 
ry one of them can read the Bible; and 
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their desire to be more fully supplied with 
the Scriptures, appears from a letter sent 
by the missionaries who superiatend 
them. 

“* Last vear, at the present season, these 
dirctimstanc es were st‘ ited to vou; and, with 
a readiness and aflection which will long 
be remembered, you caine forward ai once 
to assist your brethren.* The donations of 
a few individuals were deemed suficient to 
supply thei immediate wants ; but we are 
persuaded that still greater exertions would 
have been made, had the eccasion required 
them, Lam now authorized to miorm you, 
that 500 Old Testaments, 400 New, and S00 
Psalters, in Varaul; 200 Old ‘Lestaments, 
150 New, and 500 Psalters, in Portuguesc, 
have been purchased and distributed. 

‘Phat we may be enabied to render 
them further assistance, and anticipate their 
future wants, a new edition of the Scrip- 
tures, in ‘Tamul, should be instantly prepar- 
ed; and tor this nothing is wanting but 


funds. ‘There are Tamul presses at Tran- 
queba and Vepery, and persons to super- 
intend them. 

“Vil. The third class of Christians are 


those who speak the Malavalim, or Maia- 
bar. These are, first, the Roman Catholic S, 
in number 150,000, composed partly of con- 
verts from ] eathenism, and partiv of prose- 

lytes from the Syrian church ; and, second- 

ly, the Syrians who retain their ancient form 
of worship. 
their population; but the number of their 
churches is ascertained to be fiity-five.— 
There are then, perhaps, not fewer than 
200,000 Christians who use the Malabar 
language. A transtation of the Scriptures 
into it was undertaken four years ago by 
their bishop, assisted by sor 


ta 


ne of his clergy, 

and it is presumed that the work is going 
on. The four Gospels are in the press, at 
Bombay, and ne: rly printed off. Svvriac be- 
ing formerly speken by these mountaineers, 
the Liturgy and Scriptures are in that lan- 
cuage. § Phe priests occasionally expound 
the Scriptures in the Malavalim to the peo- 
ple; but this good custom, like many others, 
is gradually falling into disuse. § 
the people understand 


but the Svrian lanvusaceis pot us 
. ) o 


the Syrian prayers, 
cd incom. 
mon discourse F 

66 Some of the elders of the ch: er were 
asked, whether they were willing to diihise 
the Mala sili m Seriptures, if they were aid- 


* See Christ. Obs. for 1810, p. 520. 


No estimate has been made of 


Some of 
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ed in the expense. We are most w illing, 
they said. One of them added, The truth 
is, that in former times all our people un. 
derstood the Syriac, but in the lapse of ages 
the language of the country superseded ir 
A Malayalim translation ought certiunly to 
have been made before now ; but we haye 
had in later times neither learned men nop 
competent means.’ It was proposcd to then, 
that a standard translation of the Malaya. 
lim should be prepared and sent to excel) o| 
the fifty-five churche s, on ee tiny 
each church should multiply the copes and 
circulate thei among the people. * We We 
cept your offer,’ § said the priests, with 
thankfulness? One im particular said, 
engage for the heads of families in this ps. 
rish, that every man who can write, willbe 
happy to make a copy of the Scriptures for 
his own famiuty.* 

“Jt was before mentioned, that 250,00) 
Roman Catholic C hristians use the same 
language ; to which it may be here adde’, 
that the Komish bish: ip, the vicar apostolic 
of the pope in India, has consented to the 
circulation of the Scriptures throughout 
his diocese: so that there are upwards oi 
200,000 persons who are ready to receive 
the Malavalim Bible. 

“IV. We come now to the fourth and 
last class of native Christians, the Cinga- 
lese. In the island ef Cevion, in the vear 1801 
the number of native schools amounted to 
170, and the number of native Protestant 
Christians exceeded 342,000. The Chns- 
tians sitinganig 3 the religion of the Churei 
of Rome, are supposed to be still more nu- 
inerous. 

‘* No part of India offers such encot 
ragements to attempts at moral improve. 
ment as Cevion. 

“ ‘The New Testament has been trans- 
lated into Cingalese, and printed at Colum. 
bo, atthe charge of government, for thie pur 
pose of su pplyi ing the natives professing 
Christianity. For this information, the Bi- 
ble Society, from whose last Report we have 
obtained it, profess themselves indebted to 
Sir Alexander Johnstone, late chief justice 
in that island; and, in consequence of his 
representation, they have determined toap- 
propriate as much as can be spare d from the 
expenses necessarily attending the execu 
tion of their vast plans, to promote the cit- 
culation of the Cingalese Scriptures. 

< But must this be suffered ?—Do we nol 
blush at the offers of assistance from home, 
where funds are raised with such difficu 
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not for want of good will in the people but 
from the une xuiop ted pressure of the times, 
and where also all that ts raised, muy be 
employed with such efiect in benefiting the 
ther turee Quarters of the Asia 
must be ouR care: or, if not all Asia, In- 
pra at least must look to none but us. Ho- 
nour calls, as well as duty ; your reputation 
for liberality requires tha you render their 
assistance unnecessary. Let us make haste 
shen and anticipate their supplies, and thus 
srove to our friends and the world, that the 
mother country 
her sons in India. 
« Whata splendid spectacle does she pre- 
sent! Standing firm aoaie the over throw 
the nations, and spreading wide the sha- 
ww of her wing's for tie protection of all, 
he finds soit at leisure, amidst the tu- 
mult ef war, to form benevolent projects 
for the be - sta sts of mankind. ier ec- 
nerals and admirals have caused the thun- 
d of her power to be heard throughout 
ihe earth; now her ministers of religion 
perform their part, and endeavour to fulfil 
the high destinies of Heaven in fa 
tiie ein cou ry. They called on their fellow- 
“ns to cheer the de sponding nations, 
withthe book of the promises of eternal life, 
and thus afford them that consolation from 
tie prospect of a happier world, which they 
h we little expectation of finding amidst the 
disasters and calamities of my The sum. 
mons was obeyed. 
the undertaking became understood, and 
perceived to be clearly distinct from ail! par- 
ty business, and visionary project, great 
numbers of nll ranks in society and all per- 
stasions in religion, joined with one heart 
and one soul, and began to impart freely to 
all men that which, next to the Saviour, is 
God's best gift to man.—It is now time that 
we should step forward, Shall every town 
and hamlet in England engage in the elo- 
Nous Cause, and thc mighty empire of In- 
cia do nothing ? Will not our wealth and 
dignity be our di iS ay if we do not em- 
ploy it for God and our fellas w-creatures — 
What plan could be proposed so little open 
ty objections, and so i c oming our nattonal 
character and religion, so sim} pe ane prac- 
tice able, vet so extensive ely | ashes 
of giving the word of Gk ¥ to gre Christian 
here are, as 
Q Chris- 
Many of them are re- 
& fast to po Vs and are alre ady in- 
ced lit tle better than heathens, Yet they 
re : for Srer broken olf from their parent 
ock, They have left theire oasis, they can- 
ray be received bak again, and hare none 
whom they can look but us. 


or} > 
lobe - 


part of our native su biects : 
vou have seen, no less than 900,00 
trang elac 
tans close at hand. 


| sins 


need never be ashamed of 


rour of 


As fast as the nature of 


rect of whic 


‘© Mention not their meanness ; it 1s your: 
to ruisc them from degradation. Despise 
not their inferiority, nor reproach them for 
their errors; they cannot get a Bible to 
read. Had they been blessed with your 
advantages, they wou ld have been perhaps 
more warty of your respect, It has been 
said with too much truth, at they scarce- 
ly deserve the name of Christians, How is it 
possibie that it should be otherwise, with- 
out the Bible, when it is considered how lit- 
tle oral instruction they receive !” pp. 2i-- 
4\). 

The .concluding appeal may be 
made no less appropriately to us in 
England, than to the audience whom 
Mir. Martyn addressed. 

« Tet us reflect a moment upon the un- 
happy state of these who live without a 
Bibic, bot especially of those who die with- 
out one. 

Imacine the sad situation of a sick or 
dving Chrstian, who has just heard enough 
of eternity to be afraid of death, and not 
enough of a Saviour to look beyond it with 
hope. He cannot call for a Bible to look for 
something to support him, or ask his wife 
or child to read him a consolatory chapter. 
"Lhe Bible, alas! is a treasure, which they 
never had the happiness to possess, O pity 
their distress, you that have hearts to feel 
for the miseries of your fellow-creatures ; 
you that have discernment to see, that a 
wounded spirit is far more agronizing than 
any earth-begotten woes; you that know 
that you too must one day die, O give unto 
him what may comfort him ina dying hour. 
The Lord who loves our brethren, who gave 
his life for them and for you, who gave you 
the Bible before them, and now wills that 
they should receive it from you ; he will re- 
ward you. They cannot recompense you ; 
but you shall be recompensed at the resur- 
rection of the just. The King himself will 
say to you, ‘inasmuch as ve have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ve have done it unto me.” pr. 45—47. 

We have said, that Mr. Martyn 
proved a successiul adve cate on this 
On the 21st of February, 


a a ' 
leia at the ¢ ‘ollerve 


= 


OCCASION. 


amecet.ne was 


of Fort William, for the purpose of 
considering the propriety of institut- 
ine a Bible Society, as aunxihary to 
th ish and Poreien bible So- 
ciety. A society was iccordingly 
formed, centitied “* The Calcutta 


the ole 
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same with that of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, viz. * to en- 
courage the circulation of the Holy 
Scripiures without note or comment; 
and especially to supply the de- 
mands of the native Christians In 
India, computed to be nearly a mil- 
lion, including those in the island of 
Ceylon.” Near 16,000 rupees had 


been previously subscribed in aid of 


the objects of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Socicty. Among the 
subscribers, we perceive, with great 
satisfaction the names of General 
H[-ewett, the C once He in Chief, 
and first member of the Supreme 
Council, for 2000 rupees; of John 
Lumsden, [tsq. 
the Supreme Council; of Sir Johan 
Royds and Sir William Burroughs, 
judges of the Supreme Court; and 
many ether highly respectable cha- 
racters. OF the newly instituted 
society, John Herbert Harrington, 
Esq. judge of the Suddar Dewannee 


and Nizamut Adawluts, president of 


the College Council, and professor 
of laws, has been appointed the pre- 
sident;—George Udny, ’sq.a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trade, and late a 
member of the Supreme Council, 
and N. ‘2B. 
secretary of the Government, vice 

presidents ;—J. D. Alexander, Fee. 
treasurer j—-and the Rev. David 
Brown, sentor chaplain of the presi- 
dency, secretary. At the first meet- 
ine of the committee of this new so- 
ciety, it was resolved, * that the ob- 
jects potnted ont in the sermon 
preached by Henry 
tyn on the ist of January, be taken 


] cP in , - hd 
¥V the ba ee V. Mar- 
t 


into immediate consticeration, and 
secretary pe 
} > . , - ¢ s a Re ] al 
the necessary mGquirics, Dy 


requested to 


pe a correspondence with the 
different parts of India.” It was al 
resoived, that measures should be 
taken for making the objects of the 
Institution generally known, with a 
view to obtaining benefacticns and 
subscriptions. 

A letter has been received by Lord 
Teignmouth from Mr. THarrington, 
the president of the Calcutta Bible 


secoud member of 


ixdmonstone, Esq. chief 
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Society, with a large extract frop 
which we shall proceed to gratif, 
our readers. It is dated 25th Febpy. 
ary 18il. 

* Our first attention will be give, 
to the objects of a sermon preached 
by the’ Rev. Henry Martyn, at the 
commencement of the present year; 
and I may add that the interest ex. 
cited by this excellent discourse, for 
the welfare of so large a number as 
neatly a million of our Christian bre. 
thren, in actual want of the Bible, 
has, under the direction of a gre 
cious Providence, contributed essep- 
tially to the formation of our society,” 

“ T understand, that, In addition to 
the liberal encouragement already 
siven by the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society tothe diffusion of the Gos. 
pel in the languages of Asia, a fur. 
ther aid, for the same beneficent pur: 
pose, has been voted of two thousand 
pounds per annuim for three years. 
Uncertain as we are at present what 
the annual amount of benefactions 
and subscriptions to the funds of the 
Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society may 
be, I feel reluctant to hazard the im- 
peding, instead of promoting, the 
common object of our association 
and that established in London, by 
sugrgesting that any part of this In 
tcuded supply may now be dispens- 
ed with. Adverting, however, to the 
donations made last year for the pur 
chase of Tamul Bibles, and to those 
already received this year, towards 
the object of our newly instituted s0- 
ciety, i may venture to assure you 
that a sum, at least equal to that 10 
tended to be sent from England, wilh 
if it please God to bless our under 
taking, be now raised on the spo, 
within the same period. T hope also: 
that our example will be followed by 
the institution of auxiliary societics, 
for the same Christian object, # 
Madras, Bombay, and Columbo 
though, on this point, I have 0 
authority to express more than é 
hope. You will therefore be able 
judge, according to the calls up0 
oe truly catholic benevolence it 


ther parts of the world, whether ic 
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be proper to withhold any part of the 
pecuniary aid which you designed 


for India, or to let the inhabitants of 


this extensive region stull have the 
full benefit of your bounty to them, in 
addition to what they may receive 
from others. 

‘¢ But your views of universal good 
are not confined to the limits of In- 
dia, which, for a time at least, until 
the whole ofits Christian inhabitants 
are supplied from their local source, 
must be the principal, if not exclu- 
sive, field of our exertions. It will 
be a work of years to supply the de- 
mand which now exists for the word 
of Godamongst the different denomi- 
nations of Indian Christians ; and it 
must be our constant duty to watch 
for, and meet, any future demand, 
as it may arise. Whether we shall 
ever attempt more than this, must 
depend on circumstances ; and espe- 
cially upon the continued zeal with 
which our institution mey be sup- 
ported.” 

“ Were I authorized to offer an 
opinion, it should be, that the stream 
of your charity be still allowed to 
‘low towards the East, and especially 
to fertilize those countries which 
have not an appropriate spring. The 
wide and populous empire of China 
appears, in particular, to call for your 
continued aid to the praiseworthy 
missionaries at Serampore, who, by 
zcalous perseverance, have overcome 
the difficulties of acquiring the Chi- 
nese language ; have already pub- 
lished a dissertation on the charac- 
ters and sounds of that language, 
with a yolume of the works of Con- 
fucius ; and are engaged in a Chi- 
nese translation of the New Testa- 
ment. 

“T will not attempt to give you 
any particular information of the 
progress made in the great work of 
publishing correct editions of the 
Scriptures in the Asiatic languages. 
Mr, Brown, who corresponds regu- 
larly with Mr. Owen, and who, you 
will be glad to sce, is secretary to 
our society, has, I doubt not, antici- 
pated every thing I could say on this 

Christ. Obsery. No. 118. 
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subject ; and his communications 
cannot fail of being satisfactory. The 
correct and idiomatic Hindoostanee 
version of the New Testament, made 
by the united jabours of Mr, Martyn 
and Mirza Fitrut, will be an impor- 
tant acquisition to literature, as well 
as religion ; and I am happy to hear, 
that it will be immediately printed. 
‘ T willonly add, that, with a view 
to assure the Governor General in 
Council of our strict adherence to 
the defined object of our institution, 
and to furnish him, at all times, with 
full information of the proceedings 
of the society and its committee, it 
was wished to invest the chief secre- 
tary to the Government with the of- 
lice of president ; but the entire oc- 
cupation of his time, by his impor- 
tant duties, prevented his acceptance 
of that trust, which has consequent- 
ly devolved to me. You will observe, 
however, that Mr. Edmonstone 1s 
one of the vice-presidents ; and he 
has undertaken to keep the Govern- 
ment regularly informed of our pro- 
ceedings. This precaution was not 
perhaps necessary, as duty and inte- 
rest must equally preclude the adop- 
tion of any measure not perfectly 
consistent with our political safety. 
gut it will be satisfactory to our- 
selves, as well as to others, that the 
whole cf our proceedings are known 
to the Government; and it will, I 
hope, stifle the voice of objection 
from those who are ready to take 
alarm at every attempt, however le- 
gitimate and unexceptionable, to pro- 
pagate Christianity in India. 
“Whether the persevering and 
zealous endeavours of our filial asso- 
ciation will ultimately contribute, in 
auy effectual degree, to the primary 
object of your parental and fostering 
society, must depend upon a higher 
Power than that of man, or of com- 
binations of men. We know, from 
Divine authority, that ‘except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it ;’ and that although 
‘Paul may plant, and Apollos water, 
itis God that giveth the increase.’ I 
feel persuaded, however, that, by his 


4Q 








erace, something will be done in 
Asia, as well as in Europe, towards 
the spread of the glad tidings of his 
Gospel over the ‘earth ; and if no 
other good should proceed from our 
Auxiliary Bible Society at this pre- 
sidency, it will, I trust, be blessed, to 
render the members of it more sen- 
sible of the inestimable value of what 
Mr. Martyn emphatically calls, ‘next 
to the Saviour, God’s best gift to 
man,’ for their own salvation and 
happiness.”’ 

We are unwilling to weaken the 
impression which the perusal of this 
truly Christian letter must have pro- 
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duced on the minds of our readers, 
by any comments of ourown. We 
cannot close the present article, 
however, without particularly re. 
commending the consideration of 
Mr. Harrington’s letter, of Mr. Mar. 
tyn’s sermon, and of the proceedings 
to which that sermon appears to have 
given birth, to Major Scott Waring, 
the Bengal Officer, and ail the An- 
glo-Indians who have joined them, 
in sounding the alarm against the ex- 
ertions of missionaries, and the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, as if these 
would intallibly overthrow our em- 
pire in the East. 


a ES 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
in the press: A Journey through Persia, 
Asia Minor, &e. by James Morrier, Esq. 
Secretary of Embassy to the Court of Per- 
sia ;—The Analogies and Anomalies of the 
Hebrew Language considered, p: ticularly 
in Relation to the Greek and Latin Lan. 
guages, by T. ‘fhomas of Wareham ;—A 
History of the Royal Society, by Dr. Tho- 
mas ‘Thomson ;—-A Translation of Mad. De 
Genlis’s Histoire des Femmes Frangaises 
les plus célébres, &e sand, Lectures on 
the Pustoval Character, by the late Dr. 
Campbell of Aberdecn,edited by Dr. Frazer. 


Preparing for publicati nm: A Review of 


the History of the Military Sciences, and 
Politics of War, from the earliest period to 
the Year 1809, in monthly parts, at 3s. by 
W. Miilier ;—and, A Work on the ancient 
Costume of England, from the Ninth to the 
Sixteenth Century: the Designs by C. Ha- 
milton, Esa.: the Hogravings by Mr. J. A. 
Atkinson, and Mv. Meugor. 


There has lately beena lar ree importation 
of French works, , by Debofie, Dulau, and 
Deconcevy. 

Mr. Boothroyd has just finished the third 
part of Biblia Hebraica, or Hebrew Bible, 
without points, in 4to, The fourth part, 
which will complete the Pentateuch, is at 
press, and may be expected in the course of 
the month 

Mr. Frey has completed the second part 
of Vander Hooghi’s Hebrew Bible, with 


points, in Svo, and is going on with the sub 
sequent parts. The work will not be ad- 
vanced to subscribers, though, from its in- 
creased expenses, it must be raised to non: 
subscribers after No. 1. 


Among the precious MSS, of the Orien- 


tal library of Monte-Casino, there has just 
been found a Greek MS. of Apollonius Evan- 
der, the nephew of Apollonius of Rhodes. 
Among other important objects which this 


MS. contains, is a very detailed account ot 


the eruption of Vesuvius in the reign of Ti- 
tus. <A learned Helenist will soon give 4 
translation of this work, with the Greek op- 
posite to it, 

In the iibrary of York Minster, there is 
a copy of the first edition of Erasmus’s 
Greck and Latin Testament, i516. folio, 
upen vellum, 

A mission from the Dilletanti Society is 
on the eve of de parting, under the sanction 
of Government, ina Turkish frigate, destin- 
ed for Smyrna. Its ob ect is to make dili- 
gent seare hb for antic juities and ancient re- 
lics, in Asia Minor and the Ionian isles A 
young architect and a draftsman, of very 
Sit perior talents, has abandoned a lucrative 
office, to aid the views and objects of this 
soc i¢ ly. 

Many varying opinions have been express 
ed respecting the virtues of the Eau Medi- 
cinale of Husson, as a remedy for the gout: 
and several cases are stated to have occu? 
red which are of a nature to discredit its 
efficacy. In one recent instance, howeve* 
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(stated in the Monthly Magazine for Octo- 
ber,) it appears to have been attended with 


very bappy effects. The Rev. W. Lucas of 


Doctors’ Commons, chaplain to the present 
Lord Mayor, now at the age of 62, had for 
nearly 50 years been attacked with the gout ; 
and for the last half of that period, had ne- 
yer been entirely free from it. During the 
vear 1810, the disease attacked his sio- 
nach; and for many months he lost all ap- 
petite; and was at last so much extenuated, 
that he was not expected to Jive. The Eau 
Medicinale was recommended. He took at 
meht, half of a sinall bottle, being about a 
large tea-spooniul, Its operation, though 
attended with nausea, was not violent: but 
the sii ong been quite surprising. On 
the following cay, he ate the usual meals 
heartily ; 2 sh from that time till now, a pe- 
yiod of seven months, his appetite has con- 
tinued good, and he has remained quite 
free irom the disease which had so long af- 
Hicted him 

Mr James Moore, a surgeon, after many 
experiments, has stated his opinion, that 
the Kau Medicinale may be thus produced. 
“Take of white hellebore root, eight oun- 
ces ; white wine, two pints and a half: the 
root ws be cut in thin slices, and infused for 
ten days, occasionally shaking the bottle.— 
Let the infusion be then filtered through 
paper. The mixture for the Gout to con- 
sist of three parts of this wine of white 
hellebore, and one part of liquid laudanum.” 

The following is a statement of the po- 
pulation of London, taken from the recent 
returns 


Males, Females. ‘Fotal. 
City of London . 57,062 59,693 116,755 
Westminster... 74,538 $7,447 ‘62, 185 
The Borough . . 28,579 — 61,109 
Christ Church . . 5,032 6,818 11,050 
Lambeth ..... 17,935 25,709 41,64 


we 


Newington .... 10,124 15,729 22,8 53 
Rotherhithe ... 4,649 6,420 14,069 
Holborn Division*® 9. 3s 158 124.633 218,596 
Finsbury Divisiont 37,690 44,576 & ae 
Tower Division} 5 »,, 87 111,606 187,59 
Kensington .... 4,244 6,642 10,88 
Chelsea. ..... 7,737 10,525 18,262 





945.068 





The population of Edinburgh is 44,2.0 





* Including only St. Giles’s, St. George’s, 
St. Andvew’s, St. Pancras, St. Mary-le-bone, 
and Paddington. 
+ Including only St. Luke’s, St. Sepul- 
‘hre’s, Clerkenwell, and Islington, 
t Omitting Hackney and Po yplar. 


811.] Eau Medicinale—Population, &c.—New Docks—Cables, &t. 655 


males, and 58,8535 females—total 103,145, 
Glasgow contains, males, 49,086 ; females, 
59,744—total, 108,830 ; being an increase 
of 23,000 since the last census. Glasgow 
how ranks the second city in Great Britain 
in point of population, bemg 7,000 more 
than Edinburgh, and 10,000) more than 
Manchester 

A gigantic plan has been announced for 
converting the river ‘Thames, from Black- 
wall to the Gallions, and from Deptford to 
Vauxhall, into docks, for the building, re- 
ception, refitting, and repuring, of the roy- 
al navy, as well as every description of mer- 
chant vessels; and for forming bridges, 
mills, &e ; Rt other w orks, of great 
public utility, calculated, according to the 
projector, to save the public twenty mils 
lions per annum.—The projectors require 
to be enabled to convert the bed of the ri- 
ver, from Black waihto the Gallions, into a 
grand naval depot and arsenal, «as well for 
building and fitting out, as for dismantling 
and laying up, in perfect security, a large 
portion of the British navy ; and they pro- 
pose to cut a canal from Long Reach (where 
ships have deep water at all times) to Wool- 
wich Warren. They propose also to con- 
vert the bed of the river between Deptford 
and Vauxhall, into a dock or basin, for the 
reception of ships of every description, and 
to excavate a new channel from Deptford 
to Vauxhall, for the current of the Thames, 
(which is intended to be of sufficient depth 
and breadth to allow the passage of vessels 
of all descriptions.) And fur ther, tocut a 
tide river immediately above the dam at 
Blackwall, to a point immediately below 
that atthe Gallions. 

A s! kilful invention has just been intro- 
duced into our dock-vards, for making ca- 
bles for the heaviest ships of spring chains, 

so sk:lfully wrought in iron as to be strongr- 
er and more durable than rope cable can 
possibly be made ; and two or three line of 
battle ships are said to be already equipped 
vith these iron cables, 

Families brewing their own malt hquor 
may use, it is said, ; 32lbs. of brown sugar 
with two bushels of malt, which will pro- 
duce fifty gallons of ale, as good in every 
respect as if made from six bushels of 
malt, eflecting a saving of Sls 8d. The su- 
gar is mixed with the wort as it runs from 
the mash-tub. 

3y an Act of Parliament lately passed, 
an incumbent of any living is empowered to 
borrow at four per cent. of commissioners 
appointed for that purpose, twice the amount 
of the net annual income of his living, for 
the purpose of building a new, or improv- 
ing his old parsonage-house, This sum, how- 
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ever, is to be restored by instalments in 
twenty years. Should the incumbent die 
before the whole is paid off, his successor 
is bound to discharge what remains, in the 
same proportions, and under the same con- 
ditions. Government have advanced 30,000/. 
expressly for this purpose. 

A patent has lately been granted to Mr. 
Egerton Smith, of Liverpool, ” for a binnacle 
and Soonpnes. The chief object of this in- 
vention is, that the same compass by which 
the helmsman is steering on deck, may at 
the same time be visible below i in the cabin, 
thereby enabling the captain to have a con- 
stant check upon the steersman. ‘This ob- 


ject is effected principally by the form of 


the glass used. The lamp, or candle, which 
lights the binnacle, ts placed in the cabin : 
of course the expense of one light is saved, 
and all the i inconveniences of blowing out 
ina squatly night, are avoi led. Though the 
light is exceedingly vivid, yet the binnacle 
shews no |i eht overboard, so that the ves- 
sel cannot be traced by itinthe night. ‘The 
binnacle is so constructed, that neither rain, 
nor snow, nor the spray of the sea, can en- 
ter it; and the compass is so formed, that 
the card cannot be unshipped, e ither by the 
m. tion of the vessel, or by the firing - of can- 
non, 
ITALY. 

At Naples, the unfolding of the manu- 
scripts found in Herculaneum, is continued 
with great activity. There have lately been 
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published fragments of a poem on the war 
between Mark Antony and Augustus, and 
long extracts from the second book of Epi. 
curus upon Nature. 

A moral work of Polistocles, the disciple 
of Epicurus, has been published. Fragments 
of Colotus upon Plato, and of Coniscus upon 
Friendship, will also be published. An en. 
tire new work of Philodemus on Rhetoric, 
is in the press. ‘he excavation of Pompeii 
is continued with fresh vigour. 
tlie superb and rich tables of marble found 
there has been placed in the gallery of tlie 
Royal Museum, 


NORTH AMERICA. 

The following: is an official return of the 
population of the United States, in 1810— 
Virginia, 965,079, of which 300,000 are 
negro slaves; New York, 959,220, only 
15,000 slaves; Pennsylvania, 810,163; Mas. 
sachusetts (province and Maine, ) 700,745; 
North Carolina, 563,516; South Carolina, 
41 4,953 ; Ikentucky, 406,511; Maryland, 
330,546 ; Connecticut, 261 942 ; Tennessee, 
east and west, 261,727; Georgia, 252,433; 
New Jersev, 245,562; Ohio, 2930,760; Ver. 
mont, 217,913 ; New Hampshire, 214,414; 
Rhode Island, 76,213 ; Delaware 72,674.— 
‘Territorial Governments : Orleans, 76,556; 
Mississippi, 40,352; Indiana, 24,520; 
Columbia, 24,023; Louisiana, 20,845; 
Illinois, 2,282 ; Michigan, 4,762.—Tota! 
7,258,421 souls. 
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‘THEOLOGY. 

A Sermon preached in the Parish Church 
of St. Paul, Bedford, January 9,1811. Dy 
T. Scott, jun. A. M. 2s, 

A Sermon, preached Dec. 26, 1810, at 
the Jews’ Chapel, Church Street, Spital- 
fields. By J. Ryland. D D. Is. 6d. 

A Sermon, delivered Jan. 15, 1811, in the 
Jews’ Chapel, Church Street, Spitalfields. 
By the Kev. W. Vent. Is. 

The National Religion the I 
National Education. A Sermon preached 
in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Lon- 
don, June 13,1811. By H. Marsh, D. D. 
F.R.S. Is, 6. 

‘A Letter renege the two first Chap- 
ters of St. Luke, addressed to an Editor of 
the improved Versic 8vo. 6s. 

Sermons ented on puplic Occasions ; 
with Notes, and an Appendix, on various 
mport ant a By Rh. Valpy, D. D. 
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Fat 
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oundation of 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Sermon preached at Christ Churcii, 
March 20, 1811. By the Rev. S. Clapham, 
M.A Is. 


Sacred Truth, unfolded in a Course of 


Practical Lectures on the principal Doc- 
trines of Christianity and relative Duties ot 
Life. By the Rev. S. Piggott, A. M. Svo. 10s. 

Vhe Mosaic Creation, illustrated by Dis- 
coveries and Experiments derived from its 
present enlightened State of Science; 9 
which is prefixed, the Cosmogony of the 
Ancients, with Reflections intended to pro- 
mote Vital and Practical Religion, By the 
Rev ‘Thomas Wood. 

Saurin’s Sermons, a new and improved 


Edition, with Three New Sermons: trans- 
Inted by Messrs. Robinson,, Hunter, and 
Sutchife. 7 vols. 8vo. 


The Life and Death of the ever-blessed 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the World. By 
aAs. 


Jeremy ‘I D.D. 2 vols, Anew 


Edition. 


‘aylor, 


ae oy La 
ng? See NE ea 


A part of 





a 









Li 


—— 


- 






iple 
ents 
pon 
en 
Tic, 
peli 
t of 
und 
tlie 


49 
Olas 


‘cli, 


am, 


> of 
loc. 
§ OL 
10s. 
Jis- 

its 

tO 
the 
»Tr0- 
the 


ved 
ins- 


and 


sed 
By 


lew 


a 


: 
nS, 9 , 10, 
pra 


© sil.) 





Four Sermons preached in London, May 
1u11, at the Seventeenth Gene- 
| Meeting ol the Missionary Society. 3s. 


| The Healing Waters of Bethesda : a Ser- 


preached at Buxton Wells, June 2, 
C. Buchanan, D. D. 


moi 


sil. By the Rev. 
1s, 6d. 

A Charg ce delivered to the Clergy of the 
Archdeaconry of Middlesex, at the Visita- 
tion in May avd June, 1811. By G.O. Cam- 
bridve, 1. M. and FL. RLS. Is. 6d. 

The Sis and Danger of Secession, consi- 
dered in a Charge (intended to be) deliver- 
ed to the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of 
Leicester. bythe Rev. A, Burnaby, D.D. 5s. 

A Selectionot Psuims and several Hymns, 

the Use of the Estabiished Church, 2s. 

An exposition of such of the Prophecies 
of Jamel as reecive their Accomplishment 

lerthe New ‘Festament, by the late Rev. 
1 F. Roos, A. M. Translated from the 
by Ek. Henderson, vo. 7s. 
lichce of the Liturgy, a Sermon 
mi the Parish Church of St. Mary, 

yurv, at the Visitation of the Arch- 

n of Bucks, on Wednesday June 27, 
isiv. By the Rev. Basil Woodd, M. A. Is. 
Cd. 

Two Sermons, preached at the Visitation 
of the Rev. the Archdeacon ai Leicester, in 
the Years 1805 and 1811. ‘Yowhich is ad- 

ced, a Sermon on the Salvation which is in 
Cinstontv. By the Rev. E. T. Vaughan, 
\L, A. OD. 6d, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


History of Seouland, during the Reign of 


Robert L, surnamed the Bruce. By R. 
Keir, FL. R.S. and F. A,S. Edin, 2 vols. 
Oro, 208. 


dle Asiatic Annual Register; or, a View 

f the History of Hindostan, and of the Po- 

lities, , Commerce, and Literature of Asia.— 
qr » cy . 
Svo. 2ls. 


Vol. 2 - lor the Year 1809, 

the Edinburgh Annual Registerfor 1809. 
Vol, M., ovo, 24s, 

A View of the Jur isprudence of the Isle 
of — with the hlistory of its ancient 
Constit ‘ution, J wislative Government, and 


cxtracrdinary P a in together with the 
Practice of the Courts, &e. ‘By J. Johnson, 
sq. 10s. Gd. 

Anecdotes, illustrative of the Manners 
“ld History of Buc ope, during the Reigns 
aC aig ‘SIL, James IL., W iMiam Ill, and 

cen Anne. By J. P. “Malcolm, F. S. A. 


a J. 
JU, aS. 


The Works of the Rev. R.Cecil, M.A. 
with a Memoir of his Life; arranged and 
‘evised; with a View of the Author’s Cha- 
“saa By J. Pratt, B.D. F. A.S. 4 vols. 

0% Zt. Ys, 

4 ‘hie Works of Confucius, containing the 
Urivinal ae with a Translation, by J. 

'sham. Vol. ]. 4to. 5/7. 5s. 
[tule es for the Management of Negro 
=4t°> By a Professional Planter. Syo, $s. 
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Adultery and Patriotism ; a short Letter 
to Sir F. Burdett, M. P. By an Elector of 
Westminster. 1s. 6d. 

Substance of a Lettertothe Right Hon, 
Lord Pelham, on the State of Mendicity in 
the Metropolis By M. Martin, Esq. Is. 6d. 

Tracts on Tithes. By the Rev. C. Leslie, 
the Kev. J. Gambier, M. A. and R, Bel- 
ward, D.D. 8vo. 5s. 

The ‘Triumph of Religion. A Sacred 
Poem, in Four parts. Foolscap, 7s. 

The Vision of Don Roderick. A Poem. 
By W. Scott. 15s.; or on royal paper, 1. 
1Us. 

The Speech of the Right. Hon. Lord 
King, in the House of Lords, July 2, 1811, 
upon the second Reading of Earl Stanhope’s 
Bill respecting Guineas and Bank Notes.— 
2S. 

Substance of two Speeches of H. Thorn- 
ton. Esq. on the Debate in the House of 
Commons, on the Report of the Bullion 
Committee, May 7 and 14, 1811. 2s. 6d. 

Substance of two Speeches delivered in 
the House of Commons, by the Right Hon. 
G. Canning, May 8 and 13, 1811, on the 
Report for inquiring into the High Price of 
Bullion, Ss. 6d, 

Barrow’s Five Hundred Questions on the 
New Testament, for the Use of all Schools 
in which the Christian Religion is taught. 
Is. 

Adair’s Five Hundred Questions in Gold- 
smith’s History of England, for the Use of 
Schools. Is, 

The History of the Worthies of England 
end pavoured By F Fuller, D D. New 
Edition. 2vols 4to. 5/. 5s. 

Patsiarchial ‘Times, or the Land of Ca- 
naan. A figurative History, in Seven Books. 
By Miss O'Keefe. 2 vols. 10s 

Historical Account of the Reign of 
George Hf. By W.Ticken. Is. 6d. 

Pastime of the People, or Chronicles of 
divers Realms, and most especially of the 
Realm of England. By J. Rastill. New 
Edition 4to. 2/ 2s 

The Trial of Arthur Hodge, Fsq. of the 
Island of ‘Tort ola, April 29, 1811, for the 
Murder of his Negro Slaves ; taken in short- 
hand. By A M Belisario, Esq. 3s. 6d. 

Mathematical Lectures. Py the Rev. B. 
Bridge. 2 vols. vo, 15s. 

A compendious and practical Treatise on 
the Construction, Properties, and Analo- 
gies, of the Three Conic Sections. By the 
Rev. B. Bridge, B.D. 8vo. 5s, 

A Letter upon the mischievous Influence 
of the Spanish Inquisition, as it actually ex- 
ists in the Provinces under the Spanish Go- 
vernment. ‘Translated from El Espanol, a 
Periodical Spanish Journal Qs. 

An Abridgment of Locke’s Fssay con- 
cerning Human Understanding, By Louisa 
Capper. Ato. 20s. 

An Address to the People of the United 
States, By the Hon, R. Smith. Is. 6d.. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


(Continued from pr. 598 ) 


Tue next point, in the Appendix tothe last 
Report of this Society, to which we shall 
turn, is India. Much of what is inserted 
in the Appendix, relative to this partof the 
vorld, has already appeared in our pages. 

The Rey. Dr. Corrie e, one of the Compa- 
ny’s ee go ge ms Dr. Brown, in a let- 
ter dated Chunar, Ist Mav i819: 

“J have lent ‘the Ke port for 1809 to 
some of my neighbours here: among 
others, to a gentleman who has exchanged 
several letters with a native in Benares, 
who applied to him lately for information 
respecting the Christian religion, ‘This na- 
tive has acquired a considerable fortune in 
some employment under our government ; 
in which it was necessary bead woudl to “pe 
and write English. 
the arguments urged for the supreme im. 
portance of Christianity, he excused him- 
self by saying, he thought if it were so, 
the British government would have made 
the Christian religion Known to their sub- 
jects inthis land. This objection he urg- 
edin a variety of ways, and here the dis- 
cussion ended. On receiving the Report 
for 1809, the above gentleman sent it to 
his native friend, with an intimation that, 
if he chose to subscribe, any money sent 
to me would be duly remitted. In answer 
to this he sent an address to the Bible So- 
ciety, written by himself, and now in my 
possession, requesting it might be correct- 
ed, which was done, retaining his own ex- 
pressions as much as possible. A fair co- 
py of this he signed, and sent in a cover to 
the Bible Committee, London, whicli I en- 
close.” 

The enclosure is dated from Benares, 
April 26, 1810, and is signed Jounarain 
Ghoshaull. He states his having formerly 
given five hundred rupees towards building 
the new church at Calcutta; and that he 
now sends one hundred rupees for the Bi- 
ble Society; and he hopes “that all go- 
vernments will give permission to promote 
the cause of the real God and of his own 
word.” Yet this man thus writes, * Iam 


no Christian, nor wish to be one, as my 
own pure religion, which we call Reestobe, 
or the worship of one eternal God through 
a Saviour, whom we call 


suroo, or Krish- 


noo, is enough for us, ir we could do the 
duty incumbent upon us well ; and I think 
a good aud real Christian aial it Hindog 
Reestobe is the same; also I think Chrig 
and our Krishnoo are one person.” 
Messrs. Kothofi and Horst write to the 
Corresponding Committec, from Tanjore 
April 21, 1810—(see supra, p 650): 
«With the most fervent © ratitude ye 
and those among our Christians that bay 
been apprised of it, acknowledoe ands, 
vere the pious soheitucde of nt 
Committee for the spiritual welfia 
flocks, and for the conversion of the Gen. 


tiles on this coast, which hath prompied 

vou so hberally to dispense unto thes die 

natives the invaluabie treasure of the 
God. Rest assured, worthy ae dal 


grencrous contribution for the relief 
spiritual wants of the ‘lamulers, hi. 

the Burepea 
gentlemen in India, will be amply repaid 
by the acquisition of ge souls to the 
kingdom of Christ; and by the heavenk 
jJov w! oe: the pious mir liberal contribu. 
tors willfecl, when so many saints, brought 
to Jesus by the divine word of ‘salvation 
distribute d unto them by your Committee, 
shall hail them and vou as the authors of 
their everlasting bliss!” 

Anunderayer, the converted Brahmin, 
who has been engaged at Vizagapatam ia 
translating the Seriptures into the Telings, 
thus addresses Dr. Brown of Calcutts, 
June 20, 1810. 

LT always thank the Lord Jesus Chris 
for shewing me his salvation, and blessing 
me with his Gospel, even when I was it 
the ways of the people of this country. To 
him be the glory for the little that 1 know 
of this way of life. Ardently do 1 wish 
that my relations also might be favoured 
with this know ledge of the w ay of life, and 
be constrained by grace to enter into It 
For this I will not cease to pray. While 
Tam honoured to explain this way to those 
Who are ignorant of it, may Jesus enligi- 
ten their darkened | hearts. This must be 
done by his favour alone. Men are bit 
servants or instruments. He is the Lord 
His is the power. All other necessary ' 


this 
the 
thertoa unparaileled among 


formation my preceptor will communicate. 
They and their wives are as parents ; | 


and mine as children,’ 
We have before had oecasion to rec ord 
the testimony of Lord Minto, the governe 
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rene val of India, in favour of the missiona- 
ries al Derampore ‘Lhe present Appendix 
contains an extract from his discourse at the 
college of Fort William, on Sept 15, 1810. 
Spe aking of a Chinese work by Mr. Marsh- 
wie of the missionaries, he o »bserves, 
«1 cannot willingly omit the opportunity 
which this singular publication presents of 
ofering the homage which appears to me 
to be due to this laudable eflurt of modest 
genius and labour, which has pushed for- 
ward the apparently hopeless project of 
forming a Chinese school, under circum- 


man, ¢ 


ie Te 


dert: sie, toa ie of success and ofl icien- 
cy which larger means and more powertul 
encourar’ “ment could hardly have justified 

a hope of obtaining. 

« Phis commendable design has advanc- 
ed, however, silently, w ithout aid or notice, 
by the innate powers of strenuous, though 
lumble* anc unassuming energy of mind, 
directed by liberal and virtuous views. 
ving Mr. Marshman has already accom- 
ished, bot h in the tuition ef his young but 
distinguished pupils, and in w orks, the pro- 
duce of self-instruction, would have done 
jonour to institutions fostered by all the 
aid of munificence and power: to have 
risen in the shade, épsrs suzs pollens opibus, 
renders his successful labours only the more 


> worthy of admiration. 


- 


> Clina, and inthe E 


“Tt! was mentioned in my last discourse, 
tliat, as an extension of the design just al- 
luded to, it was in the contemplation of Go- 
vernment to print and circulate vocabularies 
in ie Birman and Malay languages, for the 
acquiring specimens of the nu- 
and alm: unknown languages 
spoken on the continent between India and 

astern Isles In pursu- 


- 
n UPpase Qi 
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Le OUS st 


| ance of this intention, the proposes d vocabu- 
fary has been prey pared in the Birman and 


1 Vii Talay, 
B nes 


PUurection ; 


» Noxious epithet, as applied to — Ba’ 
> Missionaries 


B ety 


to which has yecn added the Sia- 
e Linzuage, and measures are in pro- 
gress for its circulation to the eastward. 
vr Leyden had already pushed his com- 

prehensive and powerful researches in that 
and has be a enabled to supply 
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materials and carry the work into complete 
execution, from the abundant and various 
stores of his own knowledge, which em- 
braces these hitherto neglected languages, 
availing himself, at the same time, of cack 
aid as could be obtained i in this place.” 

Our next set of extracts shall be from 
communications received from different 
parts of Europe. 

A letter from Messina, dated June 9, 
1810, states as follows: 

“lhe distribution of the Italian Testa- 
ments has exceeded my expectations, from 
the pressing and anxious desires of all ranks 
of people to obtain them. I have had at 
my house, from the prince to the poor la- 
bourer, soliciting them, and have also re- 
ceived letters and messages from people of 
the first respectability in this place, beg- 
ging to be favoured with this inestimable 
volume ; in short, they have met with a 
most extensive circulation, 

«* In consequence of an objection taken 
by some of the clergy to the translation of 
the Italian Testament, which was opposed 
by others, who afhrmed that it was a good 
translation, it was resolved, at a meeting 
where the bishop presided, to refer it for 
examination to several of the most learned 
among the clergy; the result of which 
proved so favourable, that the bishop was 
pleased to permit the ‘Testaments to be re- 
tained by the persons who possessed them, 
and to allowthem to be further distributed.” 


A letter from Malta, dated Nov. 1809, 
states, that “ The New ‘Testaments have 
done remarkable good in this island ;” and 


in a subsequent letter the writer obse rves, 

‘*} had at first many difficulties to en- 
counter, in providing for the distribution of 
the New Testaments; but, by the Divine 
assistance, I have succeeded in surmount 
ing them all 

“The advantage derived 
this holy book, has manifested itself is 
‘I and I hope I hav 
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friends, who are fathers of fi nilies, inf rm 
me,that since they have rece ived the Italia: 
wT, rectan } have noe 
aeCy H cs a n¢ it, they have not ceas¢ d to 
read it: and to relate, with the greatest 
satisfaction, to their wives and children, 

qt, . } a o 

the truths and remarkable facts whi 


tains, A pious mi stre ssofa famil y ac- 


quaints me, that en having received the 
Holy Bible she finds that she has lest her 
relish for her ether books, dencminated 
books of devotion, which contain prayers to 
the saints, mystical thoughts, Ke. A coun 
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try pricst, not much versed in the Latin 
language, and who loves to preach often to 
the people, told me, with a simplicity cor- 
responding with his condition, that he finds 
much greater eloquence in his sermons, and 
much more attention in his auditors, upon 
having previousiy read achapterof the New 
Testament, than if fe had studied books of 
the noly fathers and commentaries which 
he possesses. Some montlis ago he read to 
me soine reflections which he had made 
upon the 15th chapter of Luke, with respect 
to the Prodigal Son. These reflections, 
though without art or rhetoric, contain 
much that is excellent. This priest sends 
me frequent thanks for the holy book which 
Ihave given him, and has applied to me for 
many New Testaments on behalf of his pa- 
rishioners.” 

A letter from Lisbon, dated December 15, 
1810, contains the following information, 

“I beg to acquaint you of my having dis- 
tributed the Society’s Bibles and Testa- 
ments, which were ‘placed in my hands, 
throughout the several hospitals here, for 
the sole use of the British soldiers. Tie 
supply of these books has tended to gratify 
the wishes of many who were disposed to 
read the Holy Scriptures ; and, in order 
that the object of their distribution might 
be attained as completely as possible, Lhave 
given directions to the several wardmasters 
not to allow the books to he taken out of 
the hospitals by any ofthe men. I have no 
doubt, but if more were given to the diffe- 
rent regiments at large, as well as the sick, 
xt would prove of much utility. 

“With respect to the Portuguese Testa- 
ments, it gives me great satisfaction to re- 
port the very quick circulation they have 
met with. All ranks of people in Lisbon 
have expressed the greatest regard and es- 
timation for them ; and so exceedingly soli- 
citous have they been in their application 
to me for beoks, that L have much regret- 
ted witnessing their disap poinime nt. May 
] hope, through your interference, that it 
will, ina short time, be in my power to 
comply with their carnest desire of becom- 
ing better acquainted with the Gospel.” 

From the BR eport of the Evangelical 
ciety in Sweden, it appears, that among its 
Managers are several of the first names in 


So- 


that kine <lom. Speaking of the plan of 
’ t . J 

printing the Swedish apie tures they ob- 

serve, that they could not have ventured 


upon so extensive ai nea Be kin 
not been for British benevclence. 
” Engla nd, > they ad wid ve exhibits to the 


world a delightful assem WW © fs Hor incere and 
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zealous friends to the Gospel of Christ »Who, 
notwithstanding their diversity of view 
upon ihe min . objects of religion, hare 
found in the Bible a sure and yess 
centre whence they are agreed conjoi 

to labour in spreading Far and near tit 
light which shines more and more unto tig 
perfect day. It is from principles hike thes, 
and a love to the doctrine of Jesus, that, 
hberality arose, which unsolicited stretetes 
forth 2 helping hand. A society in Lov. 
don, called the British and Foreign Bibl 
Society, made us a present of tiree hyp. 
dred pounds sterling, that our poor mighy 
know more of Christ ; and finding that ti 
went but a small way iia great work, tre 
bled it ; yes, trebied it, tu their everlastin: 
praise and honour ’ 

“This gave life to our hopes of obtainin: 
what was ‘80 much required, cheap edition Mh 
of the word of God in sw dich. We cou 
now by adv ertecmments call on every love 
of God in Sweden to come and do hike. 
wise. he call has been answered, and, 3 
far as could be expecte -d in these times of 
tribulation, the Swedish public have mani 
fested an ardent desire to throw their mite 
into this heavenly treasury. 

“The list of Swedish subscribers to this 
gloricus book contains persons of all ranks, 
from the first noblemen and dignitaries in 
the land, down to the poorest servants— 
persons who agree with us in thinking tha 
the highest act of benevolence w hich man 
can shew to his fellow, is to open to hima 
opportunity of reading the Bible: a_ book, 
which isa sure guide to endless happiness, 
an inexhaustible fountain of divine wisdom, 
an unerring touchstone whereby to deter- 
mine—What is truth.”’ 

The church of the United Brethren have 
made various interesting communications 
to the Bibie Society, respecting the circu 
Jation of the Scriptures. From these we 
will make a few extracts. 

The missionaries among the Esquimaus 
thus write : 

“Will you a cree our united thanks to 
the wor thy n embers of the excellent Bible 
Society, for the precious cift of the Gospa 
of St. “Fohn, which the} y printed for us 2 When 
our ksquimaux were first informed of it 
they were most deeply affected, and es- 
claimed with tears: ‘Jesus is worthy 0 
thanks, and our friends are worthy ? 
thanks, who love us so much, though they 
have never seen us, and have printed for us 
the comfortable words of God, that 
might read them in our own — 
to our joy and edification.” Nextw inte! 
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when they are all returned from their dif- 
§ ferent excursions, We shali distribute them, 
gyi are certain we shall hear many similar 
oressions of joy and gratitude ; yes, we 
aint can ate anew period of blessings among 
May God abundantly bless you 
ait; and, by distributing his word am ne 
render you a blessing to many 
thousands of the heathen. I have advanc- 
ed with the translation of the Gospel of St. 
to the 18th chapter, and hope to 
‘nish itin the course of this winter.”’ 
From the Cape of Good Hope. Gradenthal, 
April 30. 1810 —** ‘The ¢ hest of Bibles and 
Testam ents, whic h we have been so long 
and so eagerly looking for, has at length 
arrived safely at the Cape. We are so 
gre atly delighte -d with Us most inestima- 
ble je present from the noble British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, that we cannot find 
words sufficiently to express our gratitude. 
But we are sure that the Lord will also 
hear our poor prayers in bel: 
cellent institution ; and crown all the exer 
tions made in diilusing the knowledge o 
God’s Word, that be rae of books mn 
which He, as it were, speaks with his cre: 
ture man. AS soon as th 
we shall make it known t» 
rrevation ; and we entice; 
and eratitude with winch this 
received. But we beg you, even 
sive our most comfiai thanks to the vene 
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in Which we are sure, that 
and oid, must 


our peopiec, young fervent 


Cc’ “ 4 : ny aw ‘ ? 
St. Fohus, Antigua.—“ We have had the 


nleasure to receive a large quantity of Bi- 
h the roodness 
ible Society, 


nec 


of the British and Foreiga B 
rroes Whoa 
an pene. We cordially thank the tenera- 
ety for this proc of of their love to the 
negroes ; that, by reading the word of God, 
may instruct and edify each other 
those few hours of liberty they en- 
ey Sspera, even now, many an hour 
night, to exercise themselves in 
reading the most blessed of all books.” 

ot. Kitt’s, Basseterre, Sept. 24, 1810.— 
received, among the 
stores sent us, a chest containing Bibles 
il Testaments. We beg to tender to the 
generous donors our be »st thanks. We dis- 
routed them liberally among all those of 
uur converts who can use them ; 


esired by them all, to send 


€ soe 


trey 
Mela a 
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t 4 
iil the 


neoy 
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heir hanks, in the best manner, to the 


‘orthy British and Foreign Bible Society. 


' They added, that they did not in the least 


‘serve such humane attention from such 
pe men in Eneland, living at so great a 


Christ. Obsery. No. 118. 


Religious Intelligence—iEdinburgh Bible Society, 


Vvear, € 


661 


distance from them ; but that they would 
not cease to pray the Lord to bless them, 
and be their eternal reward.” 


(To be continued. 


EDINBURGH BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Second Report of this Society was 
made ata general meeting, held at Edin- 
burgh on the 14th of May, 1811. The fol- 
lowing is the substance of it. 

The Committee present an account of 
their transactions during the past year with 
the great er pleasure, that th ey lave receiv- 
ed so m: any tokens of the public confide ce, 
The society has become more gen raily 
known, and its constitution and operstions 
have be en sanctioned by a considerable 
number of additional subscribers. 

The prisoners of war have continued to 
receive supphes of Scripture, in the Danish, 
Dutch, and French languages, which were 
accepted with respect, and followed by ex- 
The Destitute Sick 


rai 
ae 


Sao. eae eens ' 
pressions ore ratituade. 


Societies of Edinburgh and Leith, the 
weith Female Society, the foreign seamen 


‘ i, 
at cia 
' 
! 


African and Asiatic Soci- 
c this city, countrymen in the 
Highlands, poor soldiers, and children of 
t} iliiary, as well as poor widows, have 
1s ntv. 


port, the 


{ 
tiv of our 


; “gee 
shared the socety’s by 


An anplicetionirem Dum fries, fora small 

supply of Bidles to the pri ison, wus granted 
2 7° ' t 

with xddiional pleasure, owing to its being 


made by the keeper on behalf of bis pri- 
oners, 
By a communication from 


' 
appeared thi at there were 


Sunderland, it 
to be found there 


twenty-five thousand people, who are not in 
the abit of attending any place of wor. 


ship, and that among the five hundred ves- 
sels trading r fro m that port, but a few were 


furnis! aa with a single Bible! The Com- 
mittee sent one hundred copies to Sunder. 
land. with an assurance that anv number 


would be checrfully afforded at the reduc- 
ed prices, parent Society also voted 
a supply of Bibles and Testaments to the 
valuc of 50/. sterling. 

Your Committee have, from the begin- 
ning, paid particular attention to Ireland, 
This important part of the United King- 
dom affords the animating hope of an ex- 
agg and rapid diffusion of Scripture, 
The Hibernian Bible Society, and its bran- 
ches, bine circulated by sale, at low pri- 
ces, since their commencement, more than 
thirty-three thousand Bibles and Testa- 
ments ; of which number nearly fifteen 
thousand were sold in the course of one 
ending in November last. Since the 
Jast anniversary, the committee have con- 
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tributed SOQ! in addition to 2002. stated in 
the tirst Report, in aid of the H:bernian 
Bible Society. 

Une hundred pounds was voted last year 
towards printing the Scriptures in the Ice- 
landic. Vhe early period at which this peo- 
ple received the volume of revelation in 
their own language, connected with the af- 
fecting intelligence, that the remaining co- 
pies of their last edition were daily wast- 
ing away by frequent use, gave a peculiar 
interest to this transiation. An edition of 
the Icelandic New ‘Testament was print- 
ed some time ago, by the parent society 
(which «vas most singularly preserved from 
the flames during the bombardment of Co- 
penhagen), and the whole Bible in that lan- 
guage is now in the press. The Evangeli- 
cal Society of Stockholm, having spent 
their funds in printing and publishing the 
Swedish Scriptures, were anxious to dis- 
tribute copies among the poor gratis. Tie 
Committee had recetyed information of 
thousands in Sweden, who are never in 
possession of a shilling to pay for a copy, 
so that, without such a measure, they must 
have remained destitute of the word of 
God. The Committee voted 100/. to be 
spent in circulating the Swedish Scriptures 
among the poor of that nation: and they 
have had much reason to be satisfied with 
the faithful application of this money. 

To the Oriental translations of the Holy 
Scriptures now carrying on at Scrampore, 
the Committee have voted the sum of 2C0/. 

The Committee express their obligation 
to a member of the socicty for a com- 
munication respecting the present state 
of Abyssinia, and the importance of exa- 
mining into the possibility of seading the 
inhabitants of that empire a version of 
the holy Scriptures in the Ethiopic lan- 
guage. 
no small moment, they resolved to lay it 
before the parent society, which has con- 
cluded to print an Ethiopic version of the 
Book of Psalins, for the use of the Abyssi- 
nians,—and is also endeavourine to precure 
a version of one of the Gospels tn that lan- 
pruae. 

During the year, the sum of 7002. has 
been remitted to the parent institution, 
making a total of 1500/. sterling since the 
commencement cf the society. 

The following Auxiliary Associations 
have been constituted within the last six 
months, with the intention of aiding the 
funds of the Edinburgh Society, viz. those 
of Dunfermline, Bigear, St. Andrew’s, El- 
ein. The Cominittee have also witnessed, 
with pleasure, the commencement of other 
Bible Societies—at Montrose, at Aber- 
deen, and Dumtrics. 


Religious Intelligence—Edinburgh Bible Society. 


Cousidering the subject to be of 


[ Oct, 


The Committee have resolved to affoy, 
all such associations every degree of ac. 
commodation in circulating the Holy Scrip. 
tures. In addition to this, any minister who 
makes a collection in aid of the society 
may receive Bibles, for the supply of his 
own neighbourhood, at subscribers’ prices, 

The military had last year been furnish. 
ed with the Scriptures at reduced prices, 
and, in some instances, gratis ; but no ideg 
was entertained that this would prove the 
occasion of benefit to the society’s funds, 
It is only a few days, however, since the 
sum of 29/. sterling was paid by the Ma. 
jor of the Rosshire Militia, stationed at 
Leith, as a donation of gratitude, being 
ene day’s pay from the non-commissioned 
officers and privates belonging to that re. 
giment.* 

From a society of female servants a 
Aberdeen, the Committee received the 
sum of 20/. sterling, collected by the weekly 

* The following letter accompanied the 
donation. 

*¢ We, the non-commissioned officers and 
private men of the Rosshire regiment of 
Militic, having taken into considerationthe 
great necessity for spreading abroad the 
knowledge of the Gospel of salvation by Je. 
sus Christ throughout the world ; we hun. 
bly, therefore, cast inour mite towards the 
cause (through the hands of our worthy 
commanding officer, Major R.), with an 
eye, we hope, to the glory of God, and the 
salvation of immortal souls. — For in the 
degree that we are convinced of our pe- 
rishing state by nature, we cannot but fee! 
for those who are in the same state, and 
yet who may not have the means adminis. 
tered to them: also in the degree that we 
have believed in Christ, and_ salvation 
through him, we would have the same de- 
clared and recommended to others. 

“We cannot forbear to make mention 
here, of the change that took place in ourre- 
giment since this time two years, by means 
of some Gaelic Bibles, received through 
the worthy Mrs. G., Portsmouth, at which 
time a reformation took place in the regi- 
ment, which, we know, still continues: 
though we know not who shall bring forth 
fruit to perfection—the harvest day will 
declare that. 

«We wish to return sincere thanks for 
Bibles, &c. received, at reduced prices, 
since our landing at Leith, and conclude 
with expressing our most grateful thanks. 
May that God, whose word you honour, 
and who has put it into your hearts to sent 
it forth into all lands, bless and prosper 
your society, and make it the joy of the 
whole earth.” 
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contribution of one penny :* and from friends 
‘, and near Inverkeithing, a larger sum has 
heen received, which was collected chiefly 
in the same manner, 

In fine, copies of the sacred oracles are 
multiplying athome, They are conveying 
to the most distant heathen nations, and 
are even in the course of return to those 
eguntries, Where they were received from 
above, and whence they were originally dis- 
seminated. Numerous efforts are making 
on behalf of the Pagan world, while the 
Greek and the Jew have again become the 
oects of commiseration. We behold, at 
the same moment, the light of divine Reve- 
lation struggling for the mastery in the 
East, and its rays about to pcnetrate into 
the darkest countries of Europe. The mil- 
lions Of India and Cliina are placed before 
usin the same atiecting pointof view with 
the Tartar tribes, and the shivering inhabi- 
tants of Iceland, of Laniand, and Labrador. 

Asiaappears full in view, as appointed to 
receive in ail her languages the sacred vo- 
lume ; and Africa, teo long forgotten, has 
come up in rememberance before the pre- 
sent generation. The blessmgs of divine 
Revelation have not only visited her shores, 
but, through Abyssinia, they may, at no dis- 
tant period, find access to the centre of that 
deeply injured continent. 

America, alive to the importance of the 
exertions in this kingdom, has received an 


* The institution of this society is inter- 
esting. 

Some time ago, a few female servants in 
Aberdeen, desirous of testifying their good 
will toward the support of those excellent 
institutions formed of late in this country, 
lor sending the Scriptures, and, by them, 
the knowledge of salvation, to such as are 
vet destitute of that interesting privilege, 
resolved to meet together, and contribute a 
little in aid of the funds of such institu- 
tons. Their numbers increasing, and hav- 
ing obtained the consent of some ministers 
of the Gospel to preside at their meetings, 
they did, on the 16th of August, 1809, form 
themselves into a society, to be called 
“The Aberdeen Female Servant Society, 
lor promoting the Diffusion of the Scrip- 
tures,” 

The first donation of this society was 
presented to the Edinburgh Bible Society, 
‘inounting to Q0Z. sterling ; and 20/. 1s. 
have been lately given towards aiding the 
‘‘anslations of sacred Scripture, now car- 
‘ying forward by the Missionaries at Se- 
"ampore, in the Mast Indies. 
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impulse corresponding to the magnitude of 
the object proposed. 

On the continent of Europe, the holy 
Scriptures are circulating, and the Gospel 
of Peace is received with joy in the time of 
war. We have lived to see the day when 
the members of the Romish church have, in 
rarious European languages, received and 
circulated the sacred volume ; and when 
even a Bible Society has been established 
by the ncoeple of that persuasion. 

After this slight detail, the Committee 
conceive that many in the four continents of 
the world May with propriety be said to un- 
derstand each other, to be animated by the 
saime principles, and pressing towards the 
accomplishment of the same design. Let 
it be observed, that the population alluded 

oin the foregoing Report amounts to not 
toss than several /undred millions ; and with 
this may now be counected the remarkabie 
fact, that the holy Scriptures, in not less than 
Firry different languages or dialects, are 
proposed for execution. Nay, a number of 
these are in circulation; others are just 
completed ; and, whiat is still mere animat- 
ing, we now behold the inhabitants of difier- 
ent countries in the very attitude of receiv- 
ing, for the first time, the oracles of God! 
NORFOLK AND NORWICH AUXILIARY 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A mecting was held at the Guildhall, 
Norwich, on the 11th of September, the 
Mayor in the chair, for the purpose of insti- 
tuting an Auxiliary Bible Society. The 
business was opened by the Mayor ; after 
which the Bishop of Norwich rose, and, in 
a concise but impressive speech, laid before 
the assembiv a Iuminous view of the nature 
and advantages of such an institution, con- 
gratulating them at the same time on the 
union of enlightened Christians of so many 
different persuasions. » The secretaries of 
the parent society were present, and addres- 
sed the meeting with their accustomed en- 
ergy and eflect. Upwards of 800/. was im- 
mediately subscribed, The Bishop of Nor- 
wich was chosen president of the institution, 
The vice-presidents are: the Earl of Qr- 
ford ; Lord Calthorpe ; Sir J. H. Astley, 
Bart. M. P.; T. W. Coke, Esq. M. P.; J. 
attison, Esq. M. P.; W. Smith, Esq. M. 
P, ; anil the Mayor of Norwich. 

The address of the society states that, 
‘from observations lately made (chiefly 
in the neighbourhood of Norwich), it has 
been ascertained, that, amongst the pcor 
families, containing individuals who have 
been taught to read, avery great proportion 
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are without either Bibles or Testaments ; 
and it is supposed, upon the most moderate 
calculation, that there are at least 10,000 
families i inthe country in this truly lament: 
ble condition. The question, therefore e, “oe 
agitated, is not, whether it be right to in- 
struct the poor, if that can be a question ; 
but whether it be not our duty to give in- 
struction already received its proper direc- 
tion —Vhe Committee trust, that a consid- 
eration of the important tacis here detailed, 
will be sufficient, with the Divine blessing, 
to insure the Norfoli and Norwich Auxilia- 


ry Bible Society the s apport and patronage 
of all within the bmits of this e mtv, Who 
wish well tothe best iaterests oftheir ne:gh- 


bours, and the great cause of uth upon 


earth. 


LUE. HIG 
SOCIETY. 

A mecting was held on the 26th inst. at 
Wycombe( Bucks), tor the pur pose of tor 
ing an Auxiliary Bible Soci tv, In CO-0 wn its 
tion with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, which was most nuin crously and 
respecti bly attended. Mahon 
hav; ing been called tothe clair, delivered a 
very able and impressive speech, detailing 
the reasons for such an institution 95 it was 
proposed to form ; and concluded by rea 
ing letters from several persons ct distine- 


ee aad 
Viscount 


tion, among whom were the Marquis of 


Buckingham, and Lords Carrington and 


srenville. expressing their apprubation of 
Grenville, expressing’ their apnrobation Os 
‘ ‘ ee 


the measure, and their regret 
able to attend. The Vicar of Wycomb ., 
the Rev. W Pryce, 
Resolutions, after prefacing them by an ad- 
dress characterized by neainess, piety, and 
feeling The Londonsecretarics were then 
cailed upon, and Messrs. Steinkoptt and 
Huches, having been introduced by the 
Rev. Mr. Owen, laid epen more particular- 

ly the cl haracter and proceedings of the pa- 
rent society and her auxiliaries. The sev e- 
ral votcs of thanks were moved by Sir Tho- 
meas Baring, member for the town ; R. 
Lowndes, Lisg. member for the county ; the 
Kicv. Messrs. Scott, Marsh, &c. with appro- 
priate andanimated addresses. ‘he thanks 
to the London sceretaries were acknow- 
ledged by the Rev. Mr. Qwen, who took 
that occasion of corroborating the state- 

ments made by the severe spcak 
had preceded him, and delincated t 
acteristic features of the institution, and the 
honourable attitide inwhiel: it placed Great 
Britain, asextending the everlasting Gospel 
to every nation aad kindred and. tongue 


and people. Nothing could exceed the 
harmony and Cliristian feeling which per- 


then moved a string of 





vaded the meeting. The Marquis of Buck. 
ingham was appoite ‘d president of the 
Auxiliary Society ;— The Lords Carrington, 
Mahon, Gre nville, G Gardner, Cardigan, and 
Hampden; Sir Thomas Bari ing, and Sir E. 
Dashwood wae barts.; and W. Lowndes, 
Esq M P., vice-presidents, &c. Upwards 
of 40U/ were subec cribed before the com. 
pany left the room. 


We are happy to learn that the Bishop 
of Chichester bas given bis countenance to 
tiie Sussex Bible Society, by enrolling him. 
self as a subscriber. 


EDUCATION OF THE POOR, 


We are happy to understand that 
mecing bas been held with a view to the 


formation of an institution for extendi Nig” the 
benehis of Dr. Bell's plan of education aS 
widely as possible throughout the kingdom, 
The mecung was attended by the Archbi 
shop ol “Canter bin ,Lee Dishoo of London, 
and many other persons. A iiberal sub. 


scription was immediately entered into, 


. 
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METHODIST CONFERENCE. 


, 


The sixty-eighth annual Conierence of 


he Preachers late in connection with the 
ve john Wesley, was held at Sheffield on 
ie Soth of C July isst| The numbers in the 
lets in Great Britain, this year, are 
stated to be I. +5 3,614, being an increase since 

ference of 7617 ; in Ireland, 


? 
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3149, beine an increase of $95; in the 
British dominions in Nerth America, 1390; 
in the 11,892, of whom only 
425 are white persons, the rest coloured 
people and blacks; in the United States of 
America, 170,009. 

In the conrse of the conference it is mn 
“ Can any thing be done in order 
more etlectually to promote family religien 
among our people 7” To this it is answered, 

«We again earnestly enforce upon ail 
the people under our care, a conscientious 
and uniform attention to this important sud- 
jeet; and solemnly exhort them to maintain 
the practice of daly prayer in their houses; 
to have stated times allotted for this pur- 
pose ; to fix their morning worship, for 
instance, just befor 


breakfast, and their 
evening worship just before 


Uy . , PO & 
vy eSt anges, 


quired, 


supper ; to 
make the daily reading of the hely Senp- 
tures a constant part of their domestic de- 
votion; te require not only some, but all the 
members af tiv iy 1 SP ctive t: ‘amilies, to be 
present at the time of family worship ; and 
to ailow of no excuse, except in case of 
other unavoidable emerge: 
st, in every week, '@ 
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eatechise their children and servants, and 
converse with them individually on the bu- 
siness of religion, We require all our 
preachers to make particular inquiries into 
the state of Soanty religion in thei circuits ; 
toe nforce the duties abovementioned inthe 
le aders’ meetings, and in the s ociety mect- 
ngs 5 and to speak on thie subject closely 
and strongly to every class, in thew quar- 
cerly visitations of the societies.” 





PARISH REGISTERS. 


it was prematurely asserted in our Num- 
her for June : thata bi lt for the recon lation of 
parochial registe rs had passed throug: hn the 
jevislature. We understand that the pro- 
visiuas of the proposed act are so obnoxious 
to the clergy as to have occasioned among 
them a resolution to oppose its passing into 
alaw. A pamphlet on the subject may be 
expected from the Archdeacon of Sarum, 
In the mean time, we have been desired to 
give publicity to the following address, 
drawn up on the occasion by a respectable 
clereyman in the west of England. 

“ To the Parochial Ciergy and Others. 
“itis submitted to the siciggion considera- 
ion of the parochial clergy, whether the 

Bill amended by the Committee of the 
House of Commons, at the close of the last 
session, entitled “ A Bill for the better re- 
rulating and — ving Parish and other 
tegisters of Births, B: yptisi ms, Marriages, 
and Burials.” be a fraueht ie such in- 
conveniences to the Clergy, and whether it 
does not, In mManv cases require of them 
things so impra cticable that t! ey ought to 
awaken in them tiie exertion of all the in- 
fuence which they may have with the 
Members of either House of Parliament, to 
prevent the same tron, passing into a law. 
“Dv the fifth section it is required that 
tthe end of ever v year the clergyman off- 
doting in any parish, do make oath before 
a justice of the peace, in order to verify the 
entries made in the respective registers of 
haptisms, marriages, end burials. Now, not 
to mention the humiliating circumstances 


~ 
Sp ] 


‘ ith . os & . ‘ 
with which this equisition is attended, by 
macing t! 1c clergyman on a level with the 
inferior officers of civil police, and that it 


takes him out of the hands cf the ecclesias- 
tical superior and ordinary to whom he is 
amenable with respect to the matter of 

“gisters ; it seems impossible that in many 
cases parochial registers can be thus verifi- 
ed on oath, because in the course of the 

eal, seve val clergymen may be employed 
‘necessivel lyin the: duty of the same chure ch, 
and before the expiration of the vear re- 
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moved, perhaps, to a distant part of the 
k ingdom. 

“if it should be expected that each cler- 
eyman must verify his own entries, it would 
surely be vexatious and unreasonable in the 
extreme, to require a clergyman who may 
serve a church for an absent or sick friend, 
to repair the following week to a justice of 
the peace to verify on oath an entry made 
by him tn the parish register of a baptism, 
or marriage, or a burial, at which he may 
happen to have officiated the preceding 
sunday, 

* By section ninth, the clergyman is re- 
quired to receive memorandums from per- 
sons not using the rites of the Church of 
England as by law established, and to trans- 
mit them to the register general. By which 
direction the clergyman must be subjected 
to the caprice of persons perhaps hostile to 
his character as a clergyman ; and in addi- 
tion to the trouble of keeping the register 
vie baptisms, marriages, and burials, at 

which he has ofhciated himself, have the 
care of a multitude of certificates or memo- 

randums, of the accuracy of which he has 
no means of being ascertained, 

** By section tw enty-seventh the clergy- 
man is required in fact to turn informer 
upon oath against all persons who may re- 
fuse to give in an account, or may neglect 
cr refuse to deliver memorandums of the 
several particulars required to be inserted 
in the respe ‘tive registers, that the persons 
so neglecting or refusing may be prosecuted 
and punished bj | fi 1@ or commitment to the 
house of correction. Besides the invidious- 
ness of such a requisition as it respects the 
clergyman, it ought certainly to be consi- 
dered, that in extensive manufocturing pa- 
rishes and in large and populous cities, 
there are vast desoitapt of poor and igno- 
rant people ; many these would not be 
able to recollect the several particulars re- 
qui red . and they are also ofien changing 
the place of their abode. In places also of 
polite resort, where parties reside only for 
a short time, it would not be easy to ascer- 
tain every birth which takes place ; unless 
it be the will of the legisiature to institute 
something like domiciliary visits, and ren- 
der the clereyman as it were the officer to 
make them; or to adopta prying and scru- 
tinizing police, well suited to the genius of 
the covernment ofa ne igh bouring country, 
but very inconsistent with the mild and 
liberal principles of the British government, 
and that freedom from suspicious observa- 
tion to which the happy inhal vitants of this 
kingdom have been so ond accustomed. 
When all this is is rightly unde latory and se- 
riously considered, it is presumed that the 
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daity will not any more than the clergy wish 
this bill to pass into a law. 

“ ‘The removal of al! parish registers now 
extant, required by section thirtieth, to the 
general office in London or York, will de- 
prive every parish in the kingdom of all 
local records, and render it impossible for 
a poor man, without an expense and trouble 
which he is not able to bear, to obtain infor- 
mation of many particulars, relative to his 
ancestors and family, the knowledge of 
which may be very necessary at least to his 
comfort and satistaction. To which add, 
that after the commencement of the Act, 
the clergyman is inhibited from giving any 
certificate or copy of the register of any 
birth, marriage, or burial. What then is to 
be done, if the certificate of the register of 
any birth, marriage, or burial, which may 
take place in the course of the year, become 
necessary before the book be verified on 
oath after the end of December, and trans- 
mitted to the office of the register general ? 

“ As to dissenters, might they not be en- 
couraged to transmit to some proper oflice 
or repository of their own, copies or dupli- 
cates of registers of births, or baptisins, or 
burials, attested by the mmmisters or others 
of their respective congregations, and due 
authority given to such registers, as was 
the case when such registers were subject 
to the duty imposed on the register of bap- 
tisms and burials ? 

“Upon the whole, every valuable purpose 
for which this Bill is intended to provide, 
may, it is presumed, be efiectually secured 
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{| Oct. 
by the due execution of the laws and canop- 
already in force. ” 
“ Copics of the parish registers, attested 
by ministers and church wardens, are every 
vear returned at the bishops’ or archdes. 
con’s visitation, and deposited in their ye. 
spective courts. And if any clergvmay 
have been remiss in this business, they aye 
liable to censures, which no doubt oueht to 
be inflicted. But surely the negligence o 
some individuals ought not to operate to 
the disgrace of the whele body, or be con. 
sidered as a reason for enacting rules, the 
observation of which will be attended wis) 
much difficulty and perplexity, and in many 
cases from a variety of causes be totally im. 
practicable.” 


CHINA. 


Intelligence has been received by the 
London MissionaryiSociety, that Mr. Mori. 
son, their missionary at Canton, has printed 
one thousand copies of the Acts of the 
Apostics in Chinese. The expense of print. 
ing was about one hundred pounds sterling, 
but from the same wooden types, with only 
occasionally retouching them, one hundred 
thousand copies may be taken, Mr. Mori. 
son having learnt that the Gospcls and 
Epistles were preparing at Calcutta, had 
begun the translation of Genesis and the 
Book of Psalms. He lias sent home some 
specimens of Chinese litereture from the 
maxis of Confucius and the history of 
Foe. 








ViEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, by Lord 
Wellington, induced the Fiench general, 
Marmont, to bring together a large force 
from different parts of Spain, with a view to 
effect its relief. In this object le has suc- 
ceeded. Lord Wellington, finding himself 
outnumbered by the enemy, retired behind 
the Agueda, and took a position on the 
Coa. On this occasion there was some 
smart skirmishing between our forces and 
those of the enemy. Our loss, however, 
was slight, consisting of 47 British and Por- 
tuguese killed, 180 wounded, and 57 mis- 
sing. Marmont, after relieving Ciudad 


Rodrigo, did not attempt to follow Lord 
Wellington, but immediately retired, as 


had been done in the case of Badajoz ; one 
part of his army marching towards Sali 
manca, and another part towards Place: 
tia. This is the only movement of any 
moment which has recently taken place 
the Peninsula. There seems no doubt that 
the French have received considerable re- 
inforcements. 

The Spanish colonies in South America 
appear te be in the most unsettled state. 
A second revolution has taken place in the 
Caraceas, where they have thrown off all 
aliewiance to Ferdinand the Seventh, or to 
the mother country, and have proclaimed 
themselves independent. They have issued 
also a declaration of their rights, which 1s 
so much in the French revolutionary style, 
that we dare not augur mach good from 
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There is a part of the province which is 
jndisposed to submit to the new regime, 
anda civil war is the consequence, ‘rhe 
state of things in the river Plate is still 
yorse. While the Junta of Buenos Avres 
blockade Monte Video by land, the Gover- 
yor of Monte Video is bombarding Buenos 
Ayres by sea. 

The Cortez are said to have accepted the 
mediation of Great Britain to bring about 
an amicable understanding with the Spa- 
nish colonies in South America, This report 
seems to be confirmed by the appointment, 
which has appeared in the Gazette, of C. 
Stuart, G. Cockburne, and J. P. Morier, 
Esaqs. to act as commissioners mi South 
America, in conjunction with commission. 
ersappowted by Spain. We trust thatthe 
rns of our mediation are such as will, in 
no case, involve us in any hostile collisions 
with these colonies. 

Bonaparte has pursued his journey along 
the const to Holland. From Boulogne he 
went to inspect his squadron in the Scheldt, 
where he was detained on ship hoard th 
lavsby the equinoxial wales. ‘The bulletins 

i his route are filled with minute and 

iting accounts of the strength of the 
fortifications at Antwerp, and other places 
which he visited, partly intended, parhaps, 
to deter us from renewing our attempt on 
the Scheldt. He is expected to return to 
Paris between the 15th and 20th mstant. 

The only intelligence from France, re- 
snecting the proceedings of the great ec- 
clesi: stical council, is, that a deputation of 
patriarchs, cardinals, archbishops, and bi- 
shons, had set off for Italy, probably to 
make some fresh attempt on the firmness 
ofthe Pope, and to induce his compliance 
with the wishes of Bonaparte. A circular 
leiter was sent by Cardinal Fesch to the 


ec 


me 


vat 
" 
i 


bishops, announcing the death of amember 
ot the council,the Bishop of #eltri. © We 
can now give this prelate,” he observed, 
“no other proufs of the esiecm he merited, 
but by putting up public prayers for the 
repose of his soul”? He invited them, 
therefore, “to enter into a holy and salutary 


deliberation,” by ordering in their diocese 
“ prayers for the deceased bishop.” This 
invitation was complied with, and che coun- 
cil also celebrated a solemn service on the 
same account. 

The unexpected return of Lord William 
Bentinck trom Sicily, whither he had gone 
to take the command of the british forces, 
us given rise to Many surmMises with re- 
spect to the state of things in that island, 
The probability seems to be, that the Sici- 
lian Government is not disposed to admit 
of British interference in its affairs, and js, 
perhaps, even averse to British connection 
and incliried to fraternize with France. 
Ifsuch should appear to be really the case, 
our Government will certainly have a diffi- 
cult part to act. The great body of the 
Sicilian people, it is believed, are much dis- 
afiected towards their own government, 
which is, perhaps, one of the mest oppres- 
sive in the world—certainly the most op- 
pressive and vexatious in Kurope. The Si- 
cilians also dishke the French almost as 
inuch as they do their own government, and 
would gladly umite with us against both. 
We have hitherto supported the govern- 
ment against the people. Now that the 
rovernment most unnaturelly and treache- 
rously takes part agzinst us (assuming the 
fact to be so), and attaches itself to the 
cause of France ; it will probably be found 
not only expedient, but just, that we should 
unite with the people against the govern- 
mentand France, its ally. Lord W. Ben- 
tinck has returned to Sicily, to resume the 
command there. 

It is rumoured that the Government of 
the United States is about to re-enact its 
embargo. Parties ran so high in that coun- 
try, and the newspapers speak a language 
so widcly diferent, according to the party 
to which they belong, that a correct judg- 
ment can hardly be formed of the state of 
the public mind in that country. 

Accounts from tndia state, that the se- 
cond son of ‘Pippoo Sultaun had shot him- 
self at Calcutts. No reason is assigned for 


this act. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


Tie following is represented as the sub- 
stance of the last Report of the Queen’s 
Privy Council on the subject of bis Majes- 
ty’s health, viz. “that His Majesty’s health 
‘snot such as to enable his Majesty to re- 
sume the exercise of his royal authority; that 
"iS Majesty’s bodily health does not appear 
to be essentially altered since the date of 
the last Report; that his’Majesty’s mental 
lealth appears to be materially worse than 


it was at that pericd; that from the pro- 
traction of the yder, its present state, 
the duration of its accessions, and the pe- 
culiar character which it naw assumes, one 
of his Magesty’s physicians thinks his Ma- 
jestv’s recovery improbable, and the other 
physicians think his recoverv very impro- 
bable ; and that on the other hand, from 
the state of his Majesty’s health and pow- 
ers of mind, from his memory and percep 
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tion, and from the remaining vigour of his 
constitution, and from his bodily health, 
some of the medical personal attendants do 
not entirely despair of his Majesty’s reco- 
very.” 

Licutenant-General Sir G. Prevost, has 
been appointed yovernor and commander- 
in-chiet in Upper and Lower Canada, Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward, 
and Cape Breton. He hus the command 
of the troops also in St. John’s, Newtound- 
land, and the Beriiudas. 

Lieutenant-General Brownrigg has been 
appoinied = governor aud commander-in- 
chiet in Ceylon 

Thomas sydenham, Esq. has been ap- 
pointed amibassador in Portugal. 

An attack of the islands of Jersey and 
Guernsey has been tireatened bv the 
French, and is expected. Every prepara- 
tion has been macc to repel it. 

An order in council has been issued in 
this country, regulating the lumber and 
provision trade between the United States 
and our West India islands ; and imposing 
a duty on «articies the growth or produce 
of the United States imported into those 
islands after the 3lst of December next. 
We doubt not that in the present feverish 
state of feeling in America, even this mea- 
sure of mere regulation, (we do not decide 
on the policy of the measure) will be repre- 
sented as an act of marked hostility on the 
part of our government. 

Another order in council has been issued, 
prohibiting to neutrals all trade with the 
Cape of Good Hope, except by license. 





The following is a statement of the ap. 
counts of the revenue for the quarter just 
expired. 

‘Lhe income of the consolidated 

fund has amounted to . . . £.10,229,98; 
The chargeis . ..2++-2+e 7,456,008 
es 

256 YY. 


Leaving asurplus of...... 


The comparative amount of the Wap 


Taxes for the quarters ending the 10th of 


October, 1810, and 1611, is— 


1810, 1811, 
Customs... £88,017 895,532 
Excise ...+«. i¢0,923 25289, 24 





Property Tax 4,551,044 4,606, 197 
cs , 
7,490,282 7,851,365 


Three French frigates sent out to relieve 
the isiands of Bourbon and Mauritius ap. 
peared inthe indian Seas in the month of 
June tust. They were discovered and at. 
tacked by a British squadron, and two of 
them were taken. ‘The third, the Clorinde, 
escaped, and after encountering fresh dan. 
gers on the coast of France, where she was 
chased by a seventy-four, got safe into 
Brest. Just at the moment when the seven. 
ty-four was about to close with her, the 
main top-mast of the former gave way, from 
the severity of the weather ; and to this 
accident the Clorinde appears to have owed 
her safety. 

Six or cight French privateers have been 
taken by our cruizers in the course of the 
month. 








ANSWERS 'FO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Correspondent wishes to know on what authority rests the truth of the account insert: 
ed in our volume for 1805, p. 645, entitled, ** The Death-bed ofa modern Freethinker, 
exemplified in the last Hours of the Hon. F. Newport.” We will endeavour in ou 
next number to give him satisfaction on this point. 


, will perceive that we have not bee! 





The Clergyman who signs himse!f T Ss 


inattentive to his consmunication. 


The Sermon is returned to J. S. 


A. Bi TF. 
ires where he can meet with a Memoir of Mr. Norris, Recto? 


A Correspondent maui 
Bemerton, mentioned in Mr. Orton’s Letters, p. 15, and a list of his works. 


H.; N-- S; T. Y.; and H, will be admitted. 


* % 


G 


m0 1 i a . : sotto . 
Mr. Tucner’s Essay is left at the Publisher’s. 


PurroBreiion; and B., have been received. 
x. Y. Z. and R.H. S. ave under consideration. 


ERRATA. 
In the last number—p. 539, col. 1. last line, after first read born. 
540, col. 1. 1. 24, after conscientious read rule. 
col.i. line 41, after was read instituted. 
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